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There’s a name and title you won’t see on the masthead: Katie Aschim, design editor. 
This issue of the Montana Journalism Review 
is dedicated to her memory. Katie, a native of 
Sunburst, Mont., died in her sleep on Jan. 20 of 
diabetic ketoacidosis, days before the start of 
spring semester. Katie, a sophomore, would 
have been on the MJR staff, and surely would 
have been design editor because of her solid 
skills.
The magazine’s editorial team was looking 
forward to having Katie as a colleague, but that 
was not to be. Although just 20, Katie had 
already impressed her professors and her peers 
with her skills as a designer, reporter and 
writer. In Wintersession, the month between 
semesters, Katie had completed a profile of 
emeritus Professor Bob McGiffert, an Army 
World War II veteran. It was part of the 
Veterans’ History Project course taught by 
assistant professor Sheri Venema, who called 
her “fearless.”
Katie had written many articles for the 
Montana Kaimin as well, starting as a fresh­
man. Kaimin columnist Luke Johnson 
described her as “short, cute, funny, self-depre­
cating, hard-working and immutably bright.” 
Her own family, in the introduction to a collec­
tion of 93 columns she had written for the 
Shelby Promoter, said “she always had a dozen 
irons in the fire; but she always took time to 
stop and ‘smell the roses’ and to share those 
experiences with all who took the time to lis­
ten.” Kaimin editor Chris Rodkey noted how 
Katie’s premature passing had personalized the 
pain of death — surely a valuable lesson for 
beginning journalists. The MJR editors bow 
their heads in a moment of gratitude for the life 
of Katie Aschim, and ask you to do the same.
f l o t e  from  th e ed ito r  . . .
This issue contains articles by or about nationally recognized journalists or journalism organizations—and stories by younger journalists who will gain recognition some day. 
Chicago Tribune reporter Maurice Possley has gained much 
acclaim, including the Elijah Lovejoy Award, for his superb crim­
inal justice reporting on DNA testing and prosecutorial miscon­
duct. Last semester’s Pollner Fellow delves into a Montana DNA 
case, raising serious questions about journalism. Former Baltimore 
Sun editor William Marimow, who’s won two Pulitzers, was recent­
ly named managing editor at National Public Radio. As 2004 Dean Stone speaker, Bill 
focused on officials who lie and reporters’ obligation to uncover lies. J-School grad Thomas 
Nybo, a CNN “one-man band” in Iraq, tells how he muscled into the multi-media world.
Associate Professor Keith Graham shows skills he developed in his photojournalism 
career in a story on disappearing family ranches. We profile Erik Peterson, who won two 
NPPA Photographer of the Year awards while with the Livingston Enterprise. We look at 
the Institutes for Journalism and Natural Resources, a Missoula-based group dedicated to 
improving environment reporting through mid-career field workshops, as well as 
Headwaters News, a daily online compendium of links to stories and editorials in Western 
media about environment and land use issues. We examine the collapse of Salt Lake 
Tribune editor Jay Shelledy’s 12-year reign and resulting change in newsroom culture.
Montana and the world is the focus of three pieces: How the asbestos-afflicted residents 
of Libby react to a documentary about their plight, how national stringers cover the state, 
and how a big-city woman tries on the many hats of a small weekly editor. We look at the 
aftermath of the state’s first FOI audit, a Great Falls cartoonist, how news media handle 
adult ads, blogs, an emerging free press in Iraq and our cover story, diversity in news­
rooms.
It’s quite a package. Enjoy!
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Start
spreading 
the news
Minorities continue the 
trend of the diversification 
of U.S. newsrooms. And 
recent statistics indicate 
the numbers of minorities 
in newsrooms should rise. 
But it isn’t without a fight 
on their way to the top.
B y  E r i k a  K j r s c h
a s a second-year reporting intern for the Los 
Angeles Times, Angie Chuang was assigned 
I  Vtr> the Hartford Courant in Wethersfield, 
Conn. Chuang, the daughter of Taiwanese immi­
grants, was always comfortable in the minority com­
munity in California. But upon her arrival in the 
predominately-white area of Connecticut, things 
were different.
For two years, Chuang covered the small commu­
nity that was 92 percent Caucasian as part of the 
Minority Editorial Training Program (METPRO).
“I never encountered overt racism, but it was 
always clear to me people knew I was different, 
Chuang said. “I was constantly recognized in town 
as ‘The Reporter’ by people who had never met me, 
probably because they had heard the only Asian 
American person in town was The Reporter.”
METPRO, created in 1984 by the Times-Mirror 
Co., is a program developed for the express purpose
of diversifying newsrooms. It is a two-year program 
designed to train minority journalists for a career in 
journalism. Since the program began, more than 
240 minority journalism graduates have received 
intense reporting and editing training. Many gradu­
ates have gone on to successful careers at the 
Stanford Advocate, Baltimore Sun, Chicago Tribune, 
Hartford Courant, Los Angeles Times, Orlando 
Sentinel and the Sun Sentinel in Fort Lauderdale,
By MICHAEL COLES 
Aurelia Ortega prepares 
to go on air for the 
"Noon News." On a 
normal day Ortega will 
arrive at KPAX as early 
as 2 a.m.
Fla.
Chuang now works for the Oregonian in Portland, 
Ore. covering race and ethnicity issues. She is the 
only reporter at the daily newspaper who specifical­
ly covers minority communities.
Currently 18.4 percent of the newsroom staff at 
the Oregonian are members of minority groups, 
according to Oregonian Recruitment Director, 
George Rede. Yet, the city consists of 29.1 percent 
minority citizens.
The paper’s minority employees are mostly 
Asian-Americans. Also, said Dennis McAuliffe,
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associate professor and Native 
American journalist in residence 
at the University of Montana, the 
Oregonian has the highest num­
ber of full-time Native American 
journalists of any daily main­
stream newspaper, with five full­
time employees.
Over the last three years, the 
number of minority reporters has 
increased in the newsrooms. For 
the journalists who work in radio 
and television, however, ,those 
numbers have decreased. For 
Aurelia Ortega, a Hispanic pro­
ducer and anchor for “The Early 
Show” and the “Noon News” at 
KPAX in Missoula job hunting in 
the field of broadcast journalism 
was difficult. She interned for 
WSVN in Miami before being 
hired at KPAX.
“It took me about a year to 
find a job,” Ortega said.
By GARRETT CHEEN
Helena Independent 
Record general assign­
ment reporter Shawn 
White Wolf researches 
information at his com­
puter. White Wolf has 
been working at the 
Independent Record for 
1 1/2 years.
“Because of my Spanish accent, I 
lost a lot of opportunities.”
Bryan Salmond, a weekend 
sports anchor and news reporter 
for KPAX, worked in production 
at CNN in Atlanta for three years 
before coming to Montana. He 
said he was concerned about 
being a black man in a small 
Montana community like 
Missoula.
“Before I got here I thought it 
would be really difficult but it’s 
been extremely positive,” 
Salmond said. “I can’t stress how
much better it is than I thought it 
would be.”
Salmond believes that any 
workplace—not just the news­
rooms—should reflect society 
and the communities in which 
people live. He said a more 
diverse workplace offers different 
perspectives and angles on sub­
jects.
Although American Indians 
make up Montana’s highest 
minority population, Salmond 
notes that they are still viewed by 
some people in Montana as being 
less than accepted.
“The way Montanans view 
Native Americans here, I can 
relate to that,” he said. “The 
Native American person is low on 
the totem pole here, and people 
talk about Native Americans here 
the way blacks were talked about 
years ago. You don’t ever see a 
Native American 
anchor in Montana, do 
you?”
Since 1978, the 
American Society of 
Newspaper Editors 
(ASNE) has conducted 
an annual newsroom 
census on newspaper 
employment.
The organization 
gave the newspapers 
of America a deadline 
of the year 2000 for 
having newsroom 
diversity mirror the 
ethnic background of 
the people within the 
community.
In the 2000 census, 
the United States population 18 
years or older was 29.4 percent 
minority (Latino, African 
American, Asian American, 
Native American or Pacific 
Islander). According to ASNE, 
the percentage of minority 
reporters working for newspapers 
in 2000 was 11.85, a far cry from 
the goal projected by the society 
22 years earlier. Of the 56,200 
journalists working in newsrooms 
in 2000, only 6,700 were minori­
ties.
In 2003, the Great Falls
Tribune in Great Falls had the 
highest number of minority 
employees in a Montana news­
room. ASNE reported 13.2 per­
cent of the Tribune’s newsroom 
consisted of minorities; up from 
12.5 percent the previous year.
Elaine Kulhanek, executive 
editor of the Tribune, contributes 
the increase in minority employ­
ees to better recruitment pro­
grams.
“First of all, the numbers of 
minority employees are not as 
high as I’d like them to be,” 
Kulhanek said. “But, we’ve made 
an effort to recruit and develop 
minorities and programs. We’re 
committed at every level, groom­
ing people for all levels.”
The population of Great Falls 
is approximately 80,000; by com­
parison, the minority percentage 
of the town is 11.7. The Tribune 
has reached the goal posed by 
ASNE. Only 22 newspapers 
throughout the nation have 
reached or exceeded the diversity 
in the newsroom present in their 
community, according to the 
Newsroom Diversity Index. The 
index is the number reached by 
dividing the newsroom minority 
percentage by the community 
minority percentage. The 
Oregonian ranks eighteenth on 
the index.
For minorities interested in 
journalism, the Diversity Institute 
is a successful training program. 
It was founded in 2002 by the 
Freedom Forum, which is dedi­
cated to freedom of the press and 
to newsroom diversity. The 12- 
week program based at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tenn., 
aims to find minorities in local 
communities who have an interest 
in journalism. Shawn White 
Wolf, a member of the Northern 
Cheyenne American Indian com­
munity and a reporter for the 
Independent Record in Helena 
attended the program in the fall of 
2002.
Helena has a minority popula­
tion of 6.3 percent. The 
Independent Record consists of 
4.8 percent minority reporters—
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up from 0 in 2002. White Wolf 
attributes the rise in minority 
journalists to institutional change.
“I believe that the Independent 
Record is a real progressive 
paper,” White Wolf said. 
“Innovation, new ideas and the 
ability to follow through are the 
keys to success.”
White Wolf is a general assign­
ment reporter at the Independent 
Record, and has extensive knowl­
edge on state-tribal politics, 
which he has studied for more 
than 15 years. White Wolf writes 
about American Indian affairs, 
and he covers a small non-Indian 
community in the Helena area. 
White Wolf has received great 
response from the community in 
which he writes and beyond.
“I have had a huge response 
from both the Indian and non- 
Indian community from Helena to 
Washington, D.C., to New York to 
Europe,” White Wolf said. 
“There is a real interest in real 
news about American Indians.” 
Ortega has enjoyed similar
[ success as a KPAX anchor. The morning show she produces and anchors is the top-rated morning show in the area.
“This is a very welcoming 
place and people are very open- 
minded here,” she said. “The 
community has been very nice 
and supportive of me; they like 
the coverage I’m doing. They like 
the variety of national and inter­
national news, but they like the 
B local coverage best.”
It seems a few media in 
Montana have hit the progressive 
mark, working toward the goal 
ASNE set 26 years ago. 
However, there is more to do. 
Newsrooms have a long way to go 
to make the news stories covered 
more diverse and reflective of the 
community. White Wolf con-
Erika Kirsch graduated from  the University o f  Montana School ofJournalism in May She has contributed 
articles to the Montana Kaimin, reported fo r  the Montana Standard, and, most recently, interned jo r  Bug e
Magazine.
cedes that the 
newspaper commu­
nity could do a bet­
ter job of finding 
qualified minority 
writers.
“The newspaper 
should tell them 
[minority journal­
ists] they have 
openings and then 
fairly hire them on 
their ability to do 
the job,” White 
Wolf said. “The 
newspaper business 
could do a better 
job attracting high 
school age students to the busi­
ness.”
Kulhanek said their recruiting 
consists of partnerships with 
many programs. They go to the 
Native American Career 
Conference at the Crazy Horse 
Memorial in South Dakota. It’s a 
program for Native American stu­
dents, Kulhanek said, that gives 
high school and high school age 
people a taste of journalism life. 
Kulhanek said the Tribune is also 
affiliated with the Chips Quinn 
Scholarship Program.
The Chips Quinn Scholarship 
Program offers minority journal­
ism students hands-on training in 
journalism and mentoring by 
news veterans. It’s a support pro­
gram sponsored by the Freedom 
Forum that works to bring more 
diversity to daily newspaper 
newsrooms. The program pro­
vides internships, training and 
scholarships.
This summer the Tribune will 
have two Chips Quinn recipients 
as Tribune interns, Kulhanek said.
Although much has been done 
since the inception of ASNE’s 
newsroom diversity goal, there is 
still a long road to travel. There is
a need for all voices in a commu­
nity to be heard, not just the 
majority. The job of the media is 
to give an honest, accurate por­
trayal of real life and that can’t be 
done without the help of everyone 
involved in a community and 
story.
Having a diverse newsroom, 
Kulhanek explains, “brings a 
broad perspective on news and 
issues as they occur in the com­
munity and the world.”
Diversity “gives the minority 
community a voice and represen­
tation in the media,” Ortega said. 
“Everybody has the potential to 
bring a broad perspective to the 
news. As long as everybody 
works hard and tries, the coverage 
would be great.”
Chuang sees her role as a jour­
nalist and a writer for the race and 
ethnicity beat as a way to “edu­
cate our general readership of all 
races about those who make up 
our larger community,” she said. 
Also, it is a way “to allow various 
minority communities to feel like 
they have a voice in the newspa­
per, and that their concerns will 
be heard by others through the 
paper.”
By Garrett Cheeii 
The staff gathers for an 
editorial meeting at the 
Helena Independent 
Record at 9:00 a.m. 
White Wolf is the only 
Native American 
reporter at the 
Independent.
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By INDRA SIBAL 
Thomas Nybo transmits 
a story to CNN head­
quarters from a northern 
Iraqi airfield shortly after 
U.S. paratroopers took 
control in March 2003. 
Nybo said it takes about 
two hours to transmit a 
high quality video report 
using his laptop and two 
satellite phones.
The solo journalist revolution
UM J-School grad Thomas Nybo reports 
from Iraq armed with DV camera and laptop
Thomas Nybo, who graduat­ed from the UM School of Journalism in 1995, is part 
of a new breed of solo journalist- 
television reporters who single- 
handedly report, shoot and edit 
their stories on light-weight digi­
tal equipment.
His domestic assignments 
have taken him from the front 
lines of wildfires in California to 
ground zero right after 
September 11, 2001.
He was an embedded war 
reporter with CNN during the Iraq 
war and was traveling on a plane 
with U.S. paratroopers when he
shot the only video of them jump­
ing into Northern Iraq during the 
opening days of the war.
He continues to contribute 
reports to CNN, while producing 
international documentary films. 
He was the principal photogra­
pher on a PBS Frontline/ World 
documentary shot in Lebanon 
about the terrorist group 
Hezbollah. Nybo is currently 
producing a documentary about 
human scavengers in the 
Guatemala City dump, and 
another about the underground 
hip-hop movement in Havana, 
Cuba.
MJR: How did you get to 
CNN?
Thomas Nybo: After graduat­
ing from UM, I worked as a 
reporter and photographer at the 
Choteau Acantha, a weekly 
newspaper in eastern Montana. 
My boss, UM J-School grad 
Melody Martinsen, gave me 
tremendous latitude to write in- 
depth stories on everything from 
Gulf War Syndrome to cowboy 
poetry, as long as I also covered 
all the County Commission meet­
ings and high school sports. So at 
the end of a year, I had a pile of 
interesting clips. I sent the best
6 2004 MJR
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ones to someone at CNN, and he 
liked what he saw. He gave me a 
current-events test over the 
phone, then faxed me several 
wire reports to re-write in televi­
sion style and fax back to him 
within an hour. Two weeks later, 
he offered me a job in the writing 
program at CNN Headline News.
MJR: When did you become 
a solo journalist?
TN: I began my CNN career 
near the bottom-operating studio 
cameras and teleprompters, until 
a slot opened as a writer. I 
worked for a couple of years as a 
writer and show producer, but I 
really missed the excitement of 
reporting. I took a six-month sab­
batical to learn Spanish and back­
pack through Latin America. I 
also learned how to dance salsa, 
so when I returned to CNN, I 
took a gamble and, on my own 
time, produced a feature story on 
the rising popularity of salsa 
dancing.
I paid a CNN cameraman to 
shoot my stand-up, and I found a 
new CNN hire who would edit 
the video for free. I gave the fin­
ished tape to Bob Fumad, who 
was president of CNN Headline 
News at the time. He ran the 
story four times that day.
I was thrilled that the gamble 
paid off, but nobody was offering 
me a full-time gig as a reporter 
based on one story. Most CNN 
reporters begin their careers in 
local television, but I was too 
restless.
So I learned how to shoot and 
edit my own stuff and bought a 
digital video camera and a laptop 
editing system (Final Cut Pro on 
an Apple Powerbook). I quit my 
staff job as a writer and copy edi­
tor and began contributing stories 
to CNN as a freelance reporter.
One of the best things about 
working in a company as large as 
CNN is that you have access to 
some of the most talented people 
in the business, so I had no short­
age of people who were willing 
to point out my mistakes and, 
more importantly, how to correct 
them.
My first foray into small-for­
mat video cameras actually took
place my final year of J-School. 
Two friends and I pooled our 
money and bought a Sony Hi8 
video camera with a tripod and a 
waterproof case, then drove 
2,400 miles into the mountains of 
Mexico to produce a documen­
tary about whitewater kayaking 
over waterfalls and hanging out 
with the locals.
It was a spectacular failure as 
a documentary, but it was a won­
derful introduction into the world 
of video production.
“When you rely on 
your subjects for 
food, shelter and 
armed protection, 
things can get 
strange when you 
have to be critical 
of how they're 
behaving, 
especially if 
someone died 
because of a mistake 
they made.”
— Tom N ybo
MJR: Did you volunteer to 
go to Iraq?
TN: Despite the dangers of 
war, there was no shortage of vol­
unteers at CNN to go to Iraq as 
embedded reporters. But only a 
handful had any experience with 
digital video cameras and laptop 
editing systems.
Right before the war, I was in 
the Middle East shooting a PBS 
Frontline documentary on the ter­
rorist group “Hezbollah.”
I was using the same gear 
CNN would later buy for its 
embedded reporters, so it was a 
natural fit.
It was also the same gear I had 
been using for two years report­
ing for CNN, so when I offered to 
be an embedded war reporter, 
they accepted.
MJR: What kind of training 
did you get before hitting the 
ground in Iraq?
TN: CNN put me through a 
week-long war-zone training 
course, followed by two days of 
classes that teach you how to bet­
ter your odds of surviving a 
chemical or biological weapons 
attack.
Both courses were incredibly 
intense. At one point, we were 
forced to put our classroom 
instruction to the test when we 
were kidnapped at gunpoint by 
mock terrorists. Another time we 
were on patrol and were 
“attacked” by more terrorists. My 
group responded horribly, which 
was sort of the point. You never 
know how you’ll handle a situa­
tion like that until you’re actually 
in it.
Later, I spent a week at a U.S. 
military “boot camp” for war 
reporters in Quantico, Virginia. 
We covered a lot of the same 
material, only this time we flew 
around in helicopters and were 
attacked by U.S. soldiers instead 
of mock terrorists. Reporters 
from all types of news organiza­
tions showed up — The New York 
Times, National Public Radio, 
The Washington Post. A fellow 
reporter was David Bloom, the 
NBC correspondent who died of 
a pulmonary embolism two 
months later while pushing 
toward Baghdad with U.S. sol­
diers.
MJR: Tell about that assign­
ment you did while the troops 
were jumping out of the trans­
port.
TN: The most intense mission 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade faced 
in the war was getting 1,000 
paratroopers to jump into 
Northern Iraq in the middle of the 
night, so they could secure an air­
field and give the United States a 
presence in the north. Somehow I 
failed to convince the Army that 
it would be a good idea to give 
me a parachute and let me jump, 
but they were gracious enough to 
save me a spot on one of the 
planes.
We flew four-and-a-half hours 
from Italy to Iraq at about 30,000
2004 MJR 7
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By INDRA SIBAL 
Nybo reports live on ,
the search for ,
weapons of mass !
destruction in the 
city of Kirkuk, short­
ly after the fall of 
the Iraqi stronghold.
feet, then quickly dropped to just 
1,200 feet for the actual jump. 
The conditions for reporting 
could hardly be worse. The para­
troopers were jumping into com­
plete darkness, so except for a 
faint red light in the cabin, the 
Air Force killed all the lights in 
the plane. They did this because 
if just one guy on the ground has 
a heat-seeking Stinger missile 
and sees the plane flying low at 
reduced speed, he can knock it 
out of the sky in a matter of sec­
onds.
A few minutes before the 
jump, I mounted a paperback­
sized Sony camera on a pistol 
grip, turned it toward me, and 
held it at arm’s length to record 
my stand-up as the plane 
approached the jump zone. The 
interior of the plane was so dark, 
I had to engage the camera’s 
night vision, which gave it that 
weird greenish glow.
After my stand-up, two guys 
threw open the two side doors at 
the rear of the plane and the cabin 
filled with the rush of cold air. I 
turned the camera toward the sol­
diers as two lines of 50 para­
troopers began jumping single­
file into the night, each line tak­
ing an opposite side of the plane. 
I stood just feet from the door, 
getting hammered with cold air, 
as the soldiers manning the doors 
shouted, “Go! Go! Go!”
Sixty seconds later, two guys 
pulled the doors shut. I returned 
to my seat and connected my 
camera to my Powerbook, so I 
could ingest the digital video of 
the jump and edit my report 
before we touched ground in 
Italy. When I arrived, I called 
CNN with news of the jump and 
they immediately had me trans­
mit the jump video back to CNN 
headquarters, then get on camera 
and talk about the experience 
with anchor Aaron Brown.
What I didn’t mention was 
that I had another camera I duct- 
taped to a paratrooper’s helmet in 
another plane. It was an insur­
ance policy of sorts, in case the 
plane I was on failed to deliver 
the paratroopers to the jump 
zone. Before he got on his plane 
before the jump, I pulled him 
aside and said, “A few minutes 
before the doors open, reach up 
and flip this switch and push the 
‘record’ button.”
I had no idea whether it would 
work or not, but when I caught up
to him the next day in Iraq, he 
was all smiles. He performed 
flawlessly. The video was awe­
some. He was a jumpmaster, 
which means it’s his job to stand 
at one of the doors at the rear of |  
the plane and get all the para­
troopers out before he’s allowed 
to jump. You can actually see his 
hand reach up and push people 
out the door into the darkness. 
Even better, when he was drop­
ping through the sky, he started 
talking to the camera, explaining 
that he couldn’t see anything. A 
few moments later he slammed 
into the ground. The camera shut 
off when his head hit the dirt.
MJR: What’s in your media i 
tool kit?
TN: I’m kind of a gear junkie, 
so I’ve acquired all kinds of spe­
cialized equipment: helmet cam- j
eras, waterproof cameras, 
Steadicams, wireless mics, a 
solar panel that I can use any­
where in the world to recharge 
my batteries. I even use old 
Super8 film cameras to capture a 
certain nostalgic aesthetic when 
producing long-form documen­
taries.
But my basic set-up is a Sony
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!I PD-150 mini dv camera and anApple Powerbook loaded with the video editing software Final Cut Pro. I also use an assort­
ment of lights, from an on-cam-
I era light powered by a battery belt, to an array of softboxes I use for doing sit-down inter­views.
In Iraq, I also had a number 
of satellite phones and a video 
phone to transmit my stories 
and live shots back to CNN 
headquarters.
I
 MJR: What journalistic
skills do you think were at a 
premium in Iraq?
TN: War forces a reporter to 
be comfortable being uncom­
fortable. Not only are you 
thrown into an extremely vio­
lent landscape, but also you’re 
using digital technology in a 
way that’s never been done 
before. But the biggest chal­
lenge for embedded reporters is 
to remember you’re there to 
report objectively. If things hit 
the fan, it’s the reporter’s duty 
to present the facts.
That’s easy to do when 
you’re living in, say, Manhattan, 
and reporting on the mayor’s 
latest budget. But when you rely 
on your subjects for food, shel­
ter and armed protection, things 
can get strange when you have 
to be critical of how they’re 
behaving, especially if someone 
died because of a mistake they 
made.
MJR: What’s your view on 
• embedding journalists with 
troops in war zones? Pros and 
cons?
TN: Embedding journalists 
is a great idea, as long as it’s 
seen as only one facet of a news 
organization’s coverage.
Embedding provides amazing 
detail of what’s happening with­
in a particular unit, but if that’s 
the only news you’re seeing of 
the entire war, you’re getting a 
lousy picture of what’s really 
happening.
It’s too bad there were no 
reporters embedded with Iraqi 
troops. When I showed up in the 
t city of Kirkuk, I found things
like half-eaten food abandoned 
at Iraqi military outposts and 
discarded Iraqi uniforms lying 
all over the street. All these 
items told the story of a fright­
ened Iraqi army in a desperate 
rush to return to civilized life, 
maybe just moments before 
U.S. soldiers took control of the 
city.
In one room at a military
base, I found a phone’s handset 
that didn’t quite make it back to 
the cradle. Nearby was a dis­
carded military beret and the 
top of a uniform.
What was said in that final 
phone conversation? We really 
have no idea.
Maybe it was the guy’s com­
mander telling him to get the 
hell out of there. Or maybe he
By INDRA SIBAL 
Nybo stands in front 
of a Saddam Hussein 
mural as an oil well 
burns in the 
background.
u i
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called his wife in what he 
believed would be his last phone 
call.
MJR: What’s the future for 
solo journalists?
TN: The solo journalist will 
never replace traditional news 
crews working a big story. 
You’re never going to see Mike 
Wallace running around trying 
to find the record button on a dv 
camera as he’s about to inter­
view Yasser Arafat.
That said, it’s hard to ignore 
the economics of solo journal­
ism. Look at the Democratic 
presidential contest. At one 
point, MSNBC had solo journal­
ists embedded with each of the 
nine Democratic candidates.
Not only does this give 
MSNBC tremendous breadth in 
its campaign coverage, but it 
also brings a certain dynamic to 
their reporting that is often 
missing from more conventional 
coverage. At its best, such 
reporting lets you see what the 
candidates are like when they’re 
out of the spotlight, much more 
so than an MTV interview ask­
ing Bill Clinton about his choice 
of underwear.
What I’m trying to do now is 
apply these same principles to 
documentary filmmaking. What 
happens when you take smart, 
motivated journalists and give 
them the means to shed light on 
topics rarely covered by main­
stream documentary programs?
The dv revolution has been 
called “the democratization of 
television” for good reason. For 
the first time in history, just 
about anyone can acquire a dv 
camera and an editing system, 
and put together something 
interesting.
Perhaps the best example of 
what can be done for almost no 
money is the case of Jonathan 
Caouette. He created an incredi­
bly personal documentary about 
his life, then finished the piece 
using a borrowed Apple com­
puter loaded with the free edit­
ing software, iMovie. The film 
was good enough to get into the 
Sundance Film Festival this 
year, even though his total pro­
duction cost was $218.32.
There’s nothing stopping 
journalists from buying a cheap 
camera and going out and get­
ting an amazing story that 
nobody has touched. If it’s
good, somebody will buy it. You 
see examples of this all the 
time, whether it’s on PBS 
Frontline/World, National 
Geographic or even Nightline. 
Remember the documentary 
“Hoop Dreams”? Those guys 
shot it on hi8 video cameras! If 
that doesn’t get young, hungry 
journalists fired up about 
what’s possible, I don’t know 
what will.
MJR: What kinds of stories 
are you working on now?
TN: I’m in post-production 
on two hour-long documentaries. 
One is the story of a girl who 
lives alone in a cardboard box in 
the middle of the Guatemala 
City dump. She scavenges for 
food and material to sell to recy­
clers. I spent a month following 
her and other human scavengers 
through their daily lives.
The other documentary con­
fronts the struggles of hip-hop 
artists in Cuba. It explores the 
question of whether an art form 
so reliant on freedom of expres­
sion can survive in a place where 
people critical of Fidel routinely 
find themselves locked away for 
years. ■
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B y  A l i s s a  H e r b a l y  
C o o n s
r r i h e  end of Ramadan, cele­
brated with regularity and 
A  ritual for centuries in 
Muslim communities all over the 
world, was different last year in 
Iraq. There, it was unlike any 
other end of Ramadan in the his­
tory of Iraqi television because 
the government didn’t declare it.
For lack of a regime-endorsed 
show, Al-Iraqia, the Coalition- 
sponsored public broadcaster, 
covered the holiday as it hap­
pened. Some Sunnis celebrated 
Monday, some Shias celebrated 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, and 
everybody made the news —
whether or not they picked the 
“right” day.
“People got very upset at us, 
but that was the reality,” said Al- 
Iraqia senior programming advi­
sor Ala Fa’ik. “It used to be the 
government presented only its 
holiday. People used to celebrate 
differently, but it was not covered. 
This is new for the Iraqi people,
By ALIABBAS/EPA
Thousands of Iraqi Shiite Muslims shout angry protests and parade their al-Mahdi Army, :'en°  ^ B r e m ^ '
Sadr, in front of the quarters of coalition forces in Baghdad in March 2004. The Shiites profesfecf agfa'/TSf newSDaoer 
the head of the Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq, and the order by the coalition to close down Al Hawza newspape
offices.
Iraq’s long road
to a democratic free press
“For too long we have turned our heads and tolerated government repression o f  local media in many (Middle 
Eastern) countries as long as their governments continued to meet our fo ssil fu e l needs and support our foreign policy 
goals... Support fo r  free  and vibrant local media is the best investment we can make in building a safe, secure and dem­
ocratic world.”
— D avid Hoffman, president o f  Internews Network, in testimony before the U.S. Congress.
4
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By AMMARAWAD/ 
REUTERS
Arabic satellite 
news channel Al 
Arabiya corre­
spondent AH 
Khatib and cam­
eraman AH 
Abdulaziz arrive 
at a Baghdad 
hospital in March 
2004 after a 
shooting incident 
with U.S. forces. 
Khatib was 
wounded in the 
conflict and 
Abdulaziz died 
later in the 
hospital.
to recognize each other’s holi­
days and to recognize that 
everyone has the right to cele­
brate in his own way.”
In this post-Saddam Iraq, one 
of the main challenges in estab­
lishing a free and open media is 
a lack of understanding among 
Iraqi journalists, politicians and 
ordinary citizens of the media’s 
role in democracy. Democracy 
is itself a foreign concept in a 
nation emerging from decades 
of dictatorship. As the Coalition 
Provisional Authority and Iraqi 
Governing Council prepare the 
way for a transitional Iraqi gov­
ernment and a democratic con­
stitution, the importance of 
developing an honest and effec­
tive indigenous media is para­
mount. The successes of democ­
racy and independent media in 
Iraq are symbiotic; and every­
one concerned with rebuilding 
Iraq, native or not, bears some 
responsibility for whatever the 
outcome of this experiment will 
be.
Eleven days after the fall of 
Saddam Hussein’s regime, the 
first new Iraqi newspaper hit the 
chaotic streets of Baghdad, 
starting a rush of as many as 
200 magazines and papers 
throughout the country, which 
saturated the market with reli­
gious, political, economic, cul­
tural and tabloid news. Anyone 
with an opinion and money can 
and will speak out, particularly 
politicians and religious leaders 
lobbying for influence in the 
new Iraq. Most of these new 
voices have either no profes­
sional media training, or are 
recent converts from the now 
defunct Ministry of 
Information.
Radio and television stations 
have been slower to emerge, due 
to a lack of broadcast equipment 
and infrastructure and the fact 
that the governmental organiza­
tion needed to take place before 
frequencies could be allocated.
Since 1964 the University of 
Baghdad Faculty of Mass 
Communications has been pro­
ducing journalists trained in 
media practices based on Soviet 
propaganda methods. Hussein’s 
regime maintained tight control 
of information inside Iraq, ban­
ning satellites, planting intelli­
gence agents throughout the 
media, and quickly eliminating 
dissidents.
Journalist Nada Shawqat, 
quoted by British correspondent 
Robert Fisk in London’s 
Independent, explained that 
under Saddam she had some 
freedom to write until his sons 
took an interest in the press 13 
years ago. “Then we started get­
ting instructions every day from 
the minister of information, 
telling us what to write and what 
not to write.”
“The regime presented only 
one point of view, the journal­
ist’s job was to glorify the 
leader,” said returned exile Fa’ik 
in a Dec. 3 phone interview 
from Baghdad. “Freedom of 
journalism? We don’t have jour­
nalists trained to handle that 
concept and to practice that with 
responsibility.”
In early June 2003, 28 years 
after he left his hometown to 
study directing in the United 
States, Fa’ik returned to war- 
torn Baghdad to contribute to 
his country’s future.
“A cornerstone for democra­
cy is to have a free and inde­
pendent media. My main mis­
sion, why I came to Iraq, is to 
build this,” he said.
Out of the burgeoning print 
media, some publications have 
folded for commercial and com­
petitive reasons. Many continue 
to turn no profit, but the pub­
lishers are more concerned with 
spreading their messages than 
making money. Advertising rev­
enues are slow to emerge in 
Iraq’s shaky new economy.
Azzam an, or “Time” in 
Arabic, started in London in 
1996, is one of the most popular 
Iraqi papers. Founded by exiled 
Iraqi diplomat and aspiring 
politician Saad al-Bazzaz, one­
time editor of the Baathist 
paper, Al-Jumuria, the paper 
leads the Iraqi press in size and 
credibility, though foreign crit­
ics note that articles contain 
pro-invasion word substitu­
tions—’’coalition” instead of 
“occupation”—and that articles 
often come across as anti-Shia.
Shawqat, who worked for Al- 
Jumuria until the last day of the 
war, is now A zzam an’s editorial 
supervisor in Baghdad.
“We have a circulation of
50.000 in Baghdad, another
15.000 in Basra, each edition 
carrying 12 pages of foreign 
and Arab news and eight of 
local news.” Fisk quotes her as 
saying. “It’s good to feel like a
13
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real journalist at last.”
George Papagiannis of the 
Internews Network, a U.S.-based 
media development NGO, spent 
much of August 2003 in Iraq 
interacting with journalists, offi­
cials and other Iraqis to promote 
cooperation for the Iraqi media 
law project he manages.
“There is a lack of understand­
ing what independent media is all 
about, and in the case of Iraq, 
there is a lack of professional­
ism,” Papagiannis said in a 
November 2003 telephone inter­
view, citing examples of stories 
run in newspapers based purely 
on rumors, for example, that the 
CPA put AIDS in the drinking 
water supply. “You do get a lot of 
crap.”
“After any altercation... the 
second casualty is the truth,” he 
said, describing Iraqi journalists’ 
inability or reluctance to portray 
more than one side of a story, ver­
ify questionable statements, or to 
describe important contexts 
behind difficult or deadly events.
Despite the profusion of new 
publications on the market, 
according to a State Department 
survey released in October 2003, 
only 5 percent of Iraqis get their 
news from the papers, while tele­
vision news garners the primary 
attention of 88 percent of the pop­
ulation.
Given the deep reach of televi­
sion into Iraqi society, the failure 
of the CPA to use television to 
effectively communicate with the 
Iraqi people has been widely crit­
icized. Al-Iraqia, a part of the 
CPA’s Iraqi Media Network, is 
struggling to find its place in Iraq. 
Its mediocre programming has 
played the seemingly contradicto­
ry roles of promoting excellence 
in independent broadcasting and 
providing an information service 
to the CPA, something that has 
proved difficult for the Iraqi pub­
lic, and media development 
organizations, to fathom.
The IMN lacks infrastructure 
and equipment. Studios are 
cramped, storage space is 
extremely limited, and most 
equipment dates back to 1975. As 
of November 2003, there were
only eight news cameras, and 
reporters outside of Baghdad 
have to physically carry their 
footage back to the central studio, 
which severely limits news cover­
age. IMN officials cited in the 
joint independent assessment of 
Iraqi media needs estimated that 
of those journalists hired, 90 per­
cent are former employees of the 
Ministry of Information.
Several leaders involved with 
the network’s conception have 
since left or been replaced, com­
plaining of a lack of editorial 
independence and insufficient 
funding that made the network 
unable to compete with Arab 
satellite stations.
The popularity of once-banned 
satellite dishes has soared as 
Iraqis search out international 
news and entertainment. About 
33 percent reported having access 
to a satellite dish, in the State 
Department survey. The 59 per­
cent of Iraqis with only local tele­
vision access reported depending 
on IMN for news about their 
country. Of Iraqis with satellite 
access, 37 percent get their news 
from pan-Arab station Al-Arabia, 
26 percent from Qatar-based Al- 
Jazeera, and 12 percent from 
IMN.
The Pentagon subcontractor 
that launched IMN, Science 
Applications International Corp., 
had no previous media experi­
ence, and withdrew from Iraq at 
the end of its initial contract amid 
heavy criticism for its failure to 
deliver a quality news network.
The Coalition’s goal for the 
network, according to the IMN 
development contract for 2004, 
is for it to set the example as a 
“world class” media organiza­
tion that will “lead all mass 
media in providing comprehen­
sive, accurate, fair, and balanced 
news and public affairs to the 
Iraqi people.”
The Florida-based, broadcast 
technology-savvy Harris
Corporation, along with media 
organizations A1 Fouarez of 
Kuwait and the Lebanese 
Broadcasting Corporation 
International will be responsi­
ble for the near future of the
IMN. Their job, in the next year 
(with two six-month extensions 
possible) is to train journalists, 
improve technology and turn the 
IMN into a self-supporting broad­
caster.
Fa’ik, who recognizes the wide 
gap between Al-Iraqia’s lofty 
goals and actual production, 
is still dedicated. “In reality, 
nobody’s telling us what to 
say, what not to say,” he said.
“If it is propaganda, I will 
resign.”
Fa’ik is intent on proving 
Al-Iraqia’s objectivity through 
practice and the continued 
training of IMN journalists.
He returns to the Ramadan 
programming to support his 
case.
“We recorded and we 
broadcast in its entirety the 
prayer and the sermons of the 
Sunni and Shias,” Fa’ik said. 
“One of the Sunni called the 
violence and terrorist attacks 
a ‘resistance’ and the 
Americans are ‘occupying’ 
forces.”
There was an electrical 
failure in the middle of the Sunni 
speech, which would have been a 
convenient excuse for Fa’ik to 
edit the event and remove the con­
tent he didn’t like. But there was 
one camera operating on battery, 
so Fa’ik broadcast the whole mes­
sage. Nobody at the IMN asked 
him why or questioned his deci­
sion. Some Sunnis called and 
asked Fa’ik why he left the speech 
in.
Until the legal and technical 
infrastructure needed for indige­
nous media to dominate the Iraqi 
market exists, Al-Iraqia, with all 
of its shortcomings, is the best 
station in Iraq.
To guide Iraq’s emerging 
media through the transition, 
Order 14, a three-page law 
Bremer signed June 10, 2003, 
emphasizes the responsibilities 
that come with the freedoms now 
available in Iraq. Based on legis­
lation that has guided Kosovo 
during its transition to democracy, 
Order 14 welcomes “the emer­
gence of a free and independent 
media in Iraq,” but also gives
“There is a lack 
of understanding 
what independent 
media is all about, 
and in the case of 
Iraq, there is a 
lack of
professionalism.”
- George 
Papagiannis, 
Internews Network
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Bremer sole authority to shut 
down media outlets he deems in 
violation of the code.
The essence of the law is to 
publish nothing that incites peo­
ple to violence against any reli­
gious, ethnic, or occupation force, 
or advocates the return of the 
Ba’ath Party. Bremer came under 
criticism within the CPA and mil­
itary and from numerous media 
freedom advocacy groups for 
claiming this level of censorship, 
which seems to be in direct con­
flict with the democratic ideas of 
freedom that the U.S. occupation 
is supposed to foster, and has 
since emphasized his desire to 
promote open media.
Since September 
2003, the Iraqi 
Governing Council 
has repeatedly sus­
pended Al-Arabia 
and Al-Jazeera from 
covering council 
meetings or working 
in Iraq for broadcast­
ing what it perceived 
to be biased or vio- 
le n c e -p ro v o k in g  
material. The reac­
tion to censor news it 
can’t control stems 
from the Governing 
Council members’ 
distrust of independ­
ent media, which was 
modeled for them 
under the old regime, 
and the CPA’s spo­
radic censorship of Iraqi papers. 
The two stations have been fre­
quently criticized by U.S. and 
British government officials for 
their anti-Coal ition slant.
David Denehy, the deputy 
directory of the CPA’s Office of 
Democracy and Governance 
shared his opinion in a December 
2003 e-mail.
“While I certainly do not sup­
port media censorship, Al-Arabia 
and other gulf-based media out­
lets have for some time been fan­
ning the flames of conflict,” he 
said.
In his job as a political transi­
tion advisor to Bremer, Denehy 
has worked with focus groups of
In this Post- 
Saddam Iraq, one 
of the main chal­
lenges in estab­
lishing a free and 
open media is a 
lack of under­
standing among 
Iraqi journalists, 
politicians and 
ordinary citizens 
of the media’s role 
in democracy.
Iraqi professionals, most of whom 
watch Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabia, 
but not without skepticism.
“The problem is that there is 
nothing to compete with these 
powerhouses, so most [Iraqi’s] 
with dishes or access to satellite 
TV watch these stations,” Denehy 
said.
In early 2004, the U.S. broad­
casting Board of Governors, with 
congressional funding, launched 
Al-Hurra, “the free one,” an 
Arabic satellite news station pro­
duced in suburban Washington 
D.C., to provide U.S.-friendly 
news content to compete with 
other Arabic stations. It is still too 
early to gauge its impact, but ini­
tial reviews called it arrogant and 
irrelevant.
Internews’ U.S.A.I.D. and 
Greek government-backed con­
ference for Iraqi media law, held 
June 1-3, 2003, in Greece, put the 
final touches on a legal draft 
drawn up by a working group of 
media law experts and journalists. 
The preface to this document 
describes a legal framework 
“rooted in the vision of a social 
and political future that our peo­
ple deserve and aspire to: a free, 
independent and united Iraq, 
where government is the servant 
of the people and accountable to 
them; where there is peace, jus­
tice, and the rule of law; and 
where people can build a modern 
society in accordance with princi­
ples of democracy, international 
law, tolerance and human rights.”
Of the 75 conference partici­
pants from 15 countries, 60 per­
cent were Arab (mostly exiled 
Iraqis). Attendees strongly sup­
ported the framework, but there 
was a shortage of non-exile Iraqis 
personally familiar with the situa­
tion in Iraq.
“It was an interesting, valuable 
academic exercise, but as a serv­
ice to the Iraqi media, at best it 
was a pseudo-democratic 
process,” said participant and 
Index on Censorship Assistant 
Editor Rohan Jayasekera in an e- 
mail. “This is a job for the Iraqi 
people, not international media 
NGOs.”
The media law draft also calls 
for an independent media com­
mission to govern and regulate 
the media, where anyone with a 
media-related complaint (CPA, 
media or individual) could get an 
open hearing and verdict. British 
journalist Simon Haselock, who 
heads a media law advisory sec­
tion inside the CPA, has been 
working to form an interim media 
commission out of various Iraqi 
ministries. The Governing 
Council has also weighed in on 
the process, and in January 2004, 
the Council approved legislation 
to create an Iraqi media supervi­
sory body, a system of self-regu­
lation for the press, and a resolu­
tion to turn IMN into a bonafide 
public broadcaster. The success­
ful implementation of these ideas 
and the indigenous Iraqi effort 
they empower would form the 
basis Iraqi society needs to move 
forward into order.
Denehy explained that there is 
some basic agreement on strate­
gic issues of the media market 
and press freedoms between the 
media interests in Iraq, but for the 
first several months of recon­
struction, there had not been 
much coordination among them.
Relationships between the 
CPA and journalist unions have 
been strained, he said, and the 
CPA is discussing bringing in 
international donors to build new 
media organizations.
“My own opinion is that the 
old ones are too plagued with old 
thinking and the legacy of the past 
to be rebuilt,” Denehy said. “But 
unions will only exist if we are 
able to instill journalistic integrity 
and ethics. There are organiza­
tions and movements afoot to 
help build these principles. If they 
will succeed, it will in large part 
be due to the political landscape 
that develops. “
The numerous independent 
press advocacy groups with inter­
ests in Iraq include the BBC 
World Trust, Index on 
Censorship, and Institute for War 
and Peace Reporting.
Internews’ efforts to promote 
the media law project to journal-
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ists and leaders in Iraq were put on hold 
when the organization pulled out of Iraq in 
August 2003, citing increasing security 
risks, but also to wait for a broader review 
of U.S. media development policy in Iraq. 
As long as media training projects are paid 
for by the Defense Department, Internews, 
whose international media development 
projects are usually funded by the State 
Dept, through U.S.A.I.D., will not bid, 
Papagiannis said.
Cooperation between Defense and State 
departments has been strained throughout 
operations in Iraq.
George Packer, in his “War after the 
War” article in the Nov. 24 New Yorker, 
explained that Donald Rumsfeld’s dis­
agreement with Colin Powell over foreign 
policy kept the two organizations from 
coordinating reconstruction planning 
efforts. The State Department’s lengthy 
Future of Iraq Project manual has gathered 
dust while Pentagon officials with minimal 
reconstruction experience planned the 
Defense Department’s approach to manag­
ing Iraq. The Defense team, led by Douglas 
J. Feith, Under Secretary of Defense, 
planned for a quick hand-over to Iraqis that
involved a minimum of U.S. peacekeeping 
troops or reconstruction. Instead, Bremer, 
who replaced General Jay Gamer in April, 
took over an under-funded, understaffed 
mission to rebuild Iraqi civil society from 
scratch. Since then, the real costs of win­
ning the battle for a democratic Iraq have 
become more apparent, and the U.S. gov­
ernment has attempted to engage other 
nations in the peacekeeping and recon­
struction efforts.
The ongoing violence in Iraq against 
foreigners, security agents, journalists, and 
other Iraqis cooperating with the effort to 
rebuild the country, is daunting. But even 
with the assistance and security the CPA 
and international donors provide in Iraq, 
the transition to a free society will only 
succeed if the Iraqi people demand it for 
themselves.
In a Gallup survey of Baghdad residents 
released Nov. 11, 2003, 98 percent said 
the new constitution should guarantee the 
right to free speech. Another 86 percent 
supported freedom of religion; 68 percent 
supported freedom of assembly. Yet 
while Iraq’s transitional leaders decide 
how these freedoms will be incorporated
into Iraq’s future, the threat of violence 
looms.
When the CPA hands control over to 
Iraq’s interim government in July 2004, 
Iraq’s success as a democracy will depend 
on how freely accurate information flows 
among its citizens. A consistently support­
ive and open media policy from transition­
al leaders will encourage the development 
of a competitive independent media. 
Ethical and practical education for journal­
ists as well as awareness among politicians 
and the common people of the media’s role 
in a democracy are essential. Continued 
openness by Iraq’s new government and 
consistent application of liberal media law 
are equally important in securing the future 
of Iraq’s media and its democracy.
Said Fa’ik: “Building an independent 
media, a free independent responsible 
media, is not going to happen overnight. 
It’s going to need a tremendous support 
from the rest of the world who believe in 
these values. Iraq needs a free, independ­
ent, responsible voice because it has a wide 
spectrum of people from different ethnic, 
religious, political beliefs. We need to hear 
that voice to ensure a democratic Iraq.” ■
Alissa Herbaly Coons graduated from  The University o f  Montana in December 2003 with a double major in 
French and prin t journalism. Her writing has also appeared in the Christian Science Monitor and numerous UM  
publications. She currently teaches mathematics at an alternative school in Waco, Texas.
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FOI Fallout
Freedom of Information audit reveals problems accessing public 
records in Montana and even more records could be shut o ff
B y  H i l a r y  O i t z i n g e r
While last summer’s test of open government laws may have increased public interest and led to pledges of greater compliance, 
Montana’s first FOI audit may also have touched off a reac­
tion that will be felt in Helena at the next legislative session.
“The media invited itself into 
the fray without, to date, offering 
effective and adequate resources 
to actually resolve the problems 
raised by the audit,” wrote John 
Shontz in a letter to John Kuglin, 
chairman of the Montana Freedom 
of Information Hotline and bureau 
chief for The Associated Press. 
Shontz resigned in April as 
Montana’s FOI attorney.
The problem, as he outlined it, 
is that people are calling to com­
plain about being unable to obtain 
information only to be told their 
only recourse is to file a lawsuit, 
something most people can’t 
afford to do. In the meantime, 
government agencies are using 
their substantial resources to push 
for restrictions to the public’s 
right to know.
The government backlash will 
lead to the introduction of a slew 
of new laws to protect the right of 
privacy during the 2005 legisla­
tive session, Shontz predicted.
“The publicity surrounding the 
audit awoke the proverbial sleep­
ing giant; those that kicked the 
giant awake are, it appears to me, 
obligated to pay the cost of beat­
ing him back into submission,” he 
wrote.
Sections 8 and 9 of Article II in 
the Montana Constitution express 
Montanans’ right to access: the 
right of participation and the right
to know. The provisions histori­
cally have collided with Section 
10, the right of privacy, yet the 
right to know has prevailed 
except in very narrow circum­
stances.
Montana has a constitution 
that, taken on its face, establishes 
a clearer case for open meetings 
and open records than most any 
constitution in the country, said 
Jim Fall, the executive director of 
the Montana Newspaper 
Association, “The problem is that
“The publicity 
surrounding the 
audit awoke the 
proverbial sleep­
ing giant; those 
that kicked the 
giant awake are, it 
appears to me, 
obligated to pay 
the cost of beating 
him back into
submission.”
- John  Shontz, 
fo r m e r  M ontana  
F O I ho tline  a ttorney
there is no penalty for violation.” 
In January 2003, the Montana 
FOI Hotline Board proposed the 
State Open Records Project, 
Montana’s first statewide survey 
of open government to test the 
right to know and right to access 
laws in practice. The surveyors, 
recruited by newspaper organiza­
tions, local papers, and hotline 
board members, entered govern­
ment offices in each of Montana’s 
56 counties and requested six 
documents: jail occupancy ros­
ters, sheriff’s department incident 
reports, the amount of property 
taxes the chairman of the county 
commission paid, the salary of the 
superintendent of the largest 
school district in the area, minutes 
of the most recent meeting of the 
city council or town commission, 
and finally, listings of recent court 
cases filed in district court and a 
randomly selected court file.
Throughout the state, 81 per­
cent of requests were carried out. 
A high rate of compliance by 
most county officials was offset 
by sheriff’s offices, which com­
plied with only 41 percent of 
requests for last 24-hour incident 
reports. A slightly higher 45 per­
cent complied with requests for 
jail rosters.
“The vast majority did comply 
with the law gracefully and forth­
rightly and for that they deserve a 
pat on the back for complying and 
knowing their responsibility,” said 
Bob Anez, statehouse reporter for 
the Montana bureau of The 
Associated Press.
Most officials in Montana take 
seriously their responsibility to 
provide public information, said 
Mike Mclnally, editor of the 
Missoulian.
The auditors had to be 
unknown and keep their identities 
secret, in order to determine the 
access officials afforded the gen­
eral public. If asked, the survey­
ors could identify themselves and 
say that they were gathering infor­
mation for a series of stories.
Anez and Kuglin compiled the 
results in their Helena offices. On
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Oct. 22, 2003, more than three- 
dozen newspapers and broadcast 
stations ran the results of the sur­
vey and accompanying stories.
While the 90 percent compli­
ance rate-omitting law enforce- 
ment-was encouraging, only three 
counties, Gallatin, Lincoln and 
Teton, demonstrated 100 percent 
compliance, Anez said. Nearly 
half of the 56 counties refused jail 
rosters. In all the states that have 
conducted such audits, law 
enforcement has had the worst 
record for compliance.
“The irony there can’t be 
ignored that law enforcement 
wasn’t following the law,” Anez 
said. “Those whose primary func­
tion is enforcement of the law 
seemed arrogant and even uncar­
ing toward it.”
Other counties made a distinc­
tion between the newspaper and 
the public, allowing reporters 
more leeway, Anez, said. One 
county sheriff said the auditor 
would need a court order to 
receive copies of incident reports. 
Others said they knew the law and 
refused anyway.
One auditor, Eric Newhouse, 
gained instant access in Chester, 
seat of Liberty County where 
“everyone knows everyone.” They 
didn’t know him until the superin­
tendent’s secretary yelled his 
name in the courthouse lobby. As 
a Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Newhouse’s name was easily rec­
ognizable. One woman told him, 
“Well if you’d have just said you 
were with the TribuneV’
“If you go in with a press pass 
you go in with that immunity,” 
said Newhouse, who is the special 
projects editor of the Great Falls 
Tribune. The FOI Hotline board 
designed the test to prevent “press 
privilege” from clouding results 
for ordinary citizens.
Since the news stories about 
the audit ran all across the state in 
October, some attitudes about 
freedom of information have 
changed, Marquand said. The 
news media have been attending 
law enforcement meetings to dis­
cuss the implications of the audit, 
such as the County Coroners 
Meeting in Helena in December 
and the Sheriff’s and Peace
Officers Association meeting in 
Lewistown in January.
“I think they wanted to be in 
the same room with us and tell us 
how they felt and I think we 
wanted to explain to them why we 
did it and why it is important to 
keep information public,” 
Marquand said. “The hotline had 
been wanting to let them know 
about open records for years and 
just had never made it on their 
agenda. The audit pushed that 
door open.”
In Lewis and Clark County, the 
sheriff’s department charged five 
dollars a page for incident 
reports. That would change, 
Sheriff Cheryl Liedle pledged.
“We’re not doing our job very 
well if we’re not releasing public 
information to the public,” said 
Liedle.
As of October 24, two days 
after the audit results appeared in 
papers across the state, the county 
jail roster became public informa­
tion and, despite some reluctance 
from the police department, the 
office will soon charge only pro­
duction costs for incident reports, 
Liedle said.
“We have to make sure our 
fees if we have them are reason­
able,” Liedle said. “Law enforce­
ment cannot function, we cannot 
do our job without you, the 
media, and vice versa; we need to 
realize that.”
The sheriff’s department has 
improved in the other areas that 
needed improving, such as post­
ing jail rosters, Liedle said.
Policies among law enforce­
ment officials have changed as 
well. When the Daniels County 
Sheriff’s office was surveyed last 
summer, Sheriff James P. Kramer 
refused to hand over the police 
log without a court order. The 
surveyor asked for the 9-1-1 log 
not the police log, he said. 
However, that office now has a 
“sheriff’s log” available to the 
public that includes the police log 
and the 9-1-1 log, Kramer said.
“Now what I do is when we 
have a call the first thing we ask 
the person is ‘do you want this to 
be public knowledge,’ most of 
them say no,” Kramer said. “You 
know most of these people we 
deal with are on the bottom of the 
economic stature and why should 
a guy add more misery to their 
misery by writing out their 
address and phone number.”
Kramer says that since the 
audit no one has requested to see 
the police log. If anyone does call 
or come by requesting informa­
tion, such as the newspaper, he 
calls the County Attorney and 
makes an appointment to discuss 
what can be kept confidential.
“We’re at least trying now,” 
Kramer said. “It isn’t that I don’t
Photo by GARRETT CHEEN 
Montana Attorney 
General Mike McGrath, in 
his office at the State 
Justice Building in 
Helena, wants to restrict 
access to police reports.
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want to give out information but 
to a certain point we have to keep 
some of it to ourselves to work 
with the information to know 
whether that information is true 
or not too.”
Other changes may only result 
from the news media going into 
court to enforce the people’s right 
to know or supporting others who 
are bringing charges against gov­
ernmental entities for refusing 
documents or closing meetings.
“The media has always been a 
watchdog on the government,” 
said Ian Marquand, until recently 
the National Freedom of 
Information chair for the Society of 
Professional Journalists and special 
projects coordinator for the Montana 
Television Network/KPAX-TV 
Missoula. “One of the earliest mis­
sions of the media is to observe, 
question, and offer counterpoint to 
what the authority is about. 
Sometimes we play that role in an 
adversarial way.”
Ninety-nine percent of the 
time the courts are going to rule 
in favor of maintaining access, 
said Mike Meloy, who was the 
only First Amendment lawyer in 
Montana when he began his pri­
vate practice. He is now the state’s 
FOI Hotline attorney.
The FOI Hotline and the 
Havre Daily News, among seven 
other plaintiffs, filed suit March 
10, 2004 against the city of Havre
and several police officials. The 
lawsuit comes after Olson and 
others blackened out information 
on police reports about an under­
age drinking party.
According to the complaint 
filed, the information blackened 
out includes the names of six 
minors cited for possession of 
alcohol as well as two witnesses’ 
names.
The redacted portion pertains 
to a conversation between Olson, 
an investigating officer and a family 
member who, according to the suit, 
may have been his daughter and who 
had been to the house where the 
party took place but was not cited 
for underage drinking.
“The lawsuit will take at least a 
year in the state district court,” 
Kuglin said. “Then eventually the 
decision will probably be appealed 
to the State Supreme Court.”
In the meantime, Attorney
General Mike McGrath took 
action to restrict information in 
initial offense reports.
His office’s response came 
after the H avre D aily News
threatened a lawsuit in fall 2003
against the police department 
regarding the department’s prac­
tice of withholding sexual
assaults from police dispatch 
logs.
In November, the police 
department agreed to include sex 
crimes on the dispatch logs and to 
begin providing 
initial incident 
reports in the 
lobby for public 
viewing. The 
incident reports, 
however, will 
omit the names 
of victims and 
suspects unless 
the suspect has 
been charged or 
is a public threat. 
Shontz contends 
that the names of 
offenders listed in 
police calls are 
public informa­
tion.
In response to 
By j o h n  w a t so n  Shontz s com­
ments, Olson requested an 
opinion from Attorney 
General Mike McGrath to clari­
fy the law. While it is practically 
unheard of for the Attorney 
General to issue an opinion on an 
issue when a court case is pend­
ing, McGrath agreed to issue an 
opinion because the question is 
not exactly the same as that 
before the Havre District Court in 
the pending lawsuit against the 
police chief, said Lynn Solomon, 
the public information officer for 
McGrath’s office.
The opinion, released April 1, 
states that it is not legal to with­
hold all of a victim’s information 
from public police documents but 
that it is legal to withhold their 
address, phone number and place 
of employment upon request of 
confidentiality. Crime scene loca­
tions may be released even if they 
suggest a victim’s identity or resi­
dence. Opinions of the attorney 
general hold the force of law 
unless they are contradicted in the 
courts or through legislation.
In early May, McGrath pro­
posed new administrative rules 
that would require names of wit­
nesses to crimes to be withheld 
from initial offense reports “[if] 
the witness is involved in the case 
only by virtue of their employ­
ment or has requested confiden­
tiality.”
“In other words,” noted the 
AP’s Kuglin, “the names of cops, 
doctors, coroners, firemen, arson 
investigators, ambulance drivers, 
etc. would be redacted. It would 
make it very difficult for the 
media to report on crime in 
Montana.”
Assistant AG Ali Bovingdon 
told Kuglin that the proposed rule 
change was prompted by the FOI 
audit and circulated among police 
and sheriff’s departments.
By the end of May, however, the 
AG’s office had backed away from 
any administrative changes in ini­
tial offense reports.
The new rules would restrict 
access to juvenile records, requir­
ing them to be sealed three years 
after supervision for an offense 
ends.
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In another area of government, 
however, the state Supreme Court 
handed down a resounding open- 
government victory for the public 
and press in early May. The 
Associated Press and more than a 
dozen Montana newspapers and 
news media associations had 
challenged the Commissioner of 
Higher Education’s closure of 
meetings between himself and 
senior state university administra­
tors. As Justice John Warner 
noted, the policy committee 
“deliberated, discussed and 
debated a wide variety of issues” 
from tuition and fees and salary 
increases to information technology 
policies. “How the University System 
conducts its business, both academ­
ically and administratively...are 
public matters,” Justice Warner wrote 
for a 5-2 majority in Associated Press 
v. Crofts.
Lawsuits and media action 
such as the FOI audit have also 
increased the public visibility of 
the issue of open government. 
The FOI Hotline has seen an 
increase in calls since the media 
released the audit results. In 
November it averaged one call a 
day. In December, that doubled to 
two calls a day, Shontz said. The 
average was once eight calls per 
month.
“By and large it’s had a tremen­
dous impact,” Shontz said. “In years
past, the people calling the Hotline 
were from the media and now, in 
March, for the first time, there were 
more calls from private citizens than 
from the media.”
The audit results “crystallized 
some attitudes; we’re finding that 
the public is demanding more 
openness,” Shontz said. “At the 
same time, however, there is a 
resistance to the public’s right to 
know that is manifesting itself in 
the political world.”
“Government officials in 
Montana are pretty aware that if 
they have a document, the public 
has a right to see it,” Meloy said. 
“As long as the FOI Hotline and 
studies like this one call officials 
on keeping things secret they will 
continue obeying the law. 
Ultimately it forces government 
officials to toe the line and if you 
don’t have that provision it’s easi­
er for them to keep things secret.” 
Education is key, Melody 
Martinsen said. The hotline 
needs to continue working with 
potential users of the book and 
keep the subscription service run­
ning for updates because case law 
changes and statutes change.
“Most people out here are not 
violating the law on purpose,” said 
Martinsen, who has edited the 
Choteau Acantha since 1990. 
“Most of the time they’re unfamiliar 
with or misinterpreting the law.”
Newsrooms, through 
appropriate resources, 
need to keep reporters 
and editors familiar 
with the statutes,
Martinsen said.
She said reporters 
need to have continu­
ous dialogue with 
those sources that are 
subject to the statute.
According to feed­
back given to the 
media by many of the 
public officials who 
were in violation, the 
audit has opened eyes 
and public employees 
are realizing the law 
much more than 
before, Anez said. He 
hopes for a greater 
effort by those respon­
sible professional groups to 
remind members of the law.
The education effort needs to 
go beyond the sheriff and police 
departments, said Cheryl Liedle, 
sheriff of Lewis and Clark County 
since 2000. The problem begins 
much earlier.
“In law enforcement school 
you are taught ‘Whatever you do 
don’t talk to the media,”’ Liedle 
said. “That’s how we’re trained; 
we need to break down those bar­
riers and work together.” ■
“The irony there 
can’t be ignored that 
law enforcement 
wasn’t following the 
law. Those whose 
primary function is 
enforcement of the 
law seemed arrogant 
and even uncaring 
toward it.”
-  B ob  Anez, A P E
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The good, the bad and the blog
Web logs are a new, powerful, online medium—but are they journalism?
most of the candidates had cam­
paign blogs. |
Blogs are not bound by the 
same constraints as print media. 
Many have poor spelling, gram­
mar and punctuation, and create 
neologisms on a whim (blog, for 
example). And, there is no style- 
book-toting editor to read the fin­
ished entry -  there is no stylebook 
for the blogosphere.
In a sense, blogs are out­
growths of the letters to the editor 
sections in newspapers. The let- j 
ters page is where a paper’s daily
B y  J e b  F o s t e r
Blogs are not new, yet the 2001 version of Microsoft Word doesn’t recognize 
the word “blogger.” “Blogging” 
and “blogosphere” are also brand­
ed with the red, squiggly under­
line.
The Associated Press’ style- 
book entry for blog reads: “inter­
net jargon; if used explain that it 
means Web log or Web journal.” 
But, there is a reason for the
semantic distinction between blog 
and Web log. The word blog sym­
bolizes the freedom inherent in 
this emerging medium.
A Web log, or blog, is a per­
sonal (or collective) journal 
where entries are posted on what­
ever subject, with the most recent 
entry at the top. Their subject 
matter ranges from the quotidian 
observations of John Q. Public to 
the polished punditry of big- 
media columnists. Blogs can 
have one author or many. During 
the Democratic primary season,
By MICHAEL GREYTAK
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monologue becomes a dialogue 
with readers. Incidentally, letters 
make some of the most entertain­
ing and illuminating reading in 
the paper. They are unfiltered. 
They can have bad grammar and 
punctuation, and shaky logic. 
More than a few are written with 
a poison pen. They’re emotional, 
and they provide a respite from 
the swift, impersonal, pyramid- 
structured stories that seem as 
though they were written by an 
automaton rather than a person.
But is it journalism? Blogs are 
more than electronic letters to the 
editor. They are a new media 
force. People say the following 
about blogs: Blogs are an antidote 
to bad journalism; they are watch­
dogs for biased reporting; they 
are the new alternative media; 
they’re more democratic than 
mainstream media; they’re the 
garage bands of journalism: talent 
waiting for the big-time.
Those who are less charitable 
say blogs are examples of shoddy, 
biased journalism; platforms for 
self-proclaimed pundits enam­
ored with their ideas, seduced by 
the sound of their keyboard.
B ew are o f  B lo g
In the era of political blogging, 
omissions, falsehoods or exagger­
ations in the print world are 
pounced upon immediately. 
Traditional reporters can no 
longer rely on the passage of time 
to cool opinions on their real or 
perceived misdeeds. In the 
Blogosphere, revenge is served 
hot.
The New Yorker ran a story in 
their Nov. 17 issue about New  
York Times columnist Paul 
Krugman’s run-ins with rabid 
bloggers. Don Luskin, author of 
the blog PoorAndStupid.com and 
the “Krugman Truth Squad” col­
umn for the N ational Review  
Online, devotes a huge portion of 
his energies solely to debunking 
Krugman’s editorials.
Not only individuals need fear 
the electronic mob; the New York 
Times has inspired a blog called 
TimesWatch, which collects evi­
dence of their “liberal political 
agenda.”
If journalism is the fourth 
estate, blogging is the fifth, eye­
ing ink-stained perps for any hint 
of bias. But is it really journal­
ism? And, are blogs the best 
objectivity police we have?
There are no answers to the 
above questions, just examples.
“Every criticism of blogs is 
valid. They often are filled with 
cheap shots, bad spelling, the 
worst kind of confirmation bias, 
and an extremely off-putting 
sense of self-worth,” writes Matt 
Welch in the Columbia Journalism 
Review.
“But the ‘blogosphere,’ as 
many like to pompously call it, is 
too large and to varied to be 
defined as a single thing, and the 
action at the top 10 percent is 
among the most exciting trends 
the [journalism] profession has 
seen in a while.”
B lo g s  B ite  Back
If the bloggers are the new 
mercenary media police, who 
polices them? Are they, by virtue 
of their medium and numbers, 
free to write anything with 
impunity? As it happens, not all 
bloggers are created equal, and 
some have been bitten by their 
own success.
As a blogs’ popularity rises, its 
constraints rise, too. Take the 
recent controversy over the state­
ments by a New Republic blogger. 
Gregg Easterbrook, in an Oct. 13 
entry about the recent film by 
Quentin Tarantino, made a series 
of anti-Semitic remarks, includ­
ing one about “Jewish executives” 
who “worship money above all 
else.”
The New Republic made a state­
ment denouncing Easterbrook’s 
transgressions, saying his remarks 
were “right out of the classical 
vocabulary of modern anti- 
Semitism.”
For some, Easterbrook’s com­
ments were illustrative of the dan­
gers of blogging—the lack of edi­
torial oversight and the speed at
which thoughts move to type and 
then to readers.
Easterbrook posted this entry 
on “Easterblogg” the next day:
“Maybe this is an object lesson 
in the new blog reality. I worked 
on this alone and posted the 
piece...twenty minutes after I 
pressed ‘send,’ the entire world 
had read it. When I reread my 
own words and beheld how I’d 
written things that could be mis­
understood, I felt awful. To any­
one who was offended I offer my 
apology, because offense was not 
my intent. But it was 20 minutes 
later, and already the whole world 
had seen it.”
Some criticized Easterbrook 
for making a half-hearted apology 
in which he seemed to blame 
blogging as much as himself. The 
New Republic wrote:
“This is not the time or the 
place to reflect on the new and 
uncharted editorial requirements 
of blogs and the other instanta­
neous publications and postings 
on the Internet. However fast the 
medium or however slow, on 
paper and online, the editors of 
the New Republic are responsible 
for the ‘content’ that we put 
before the public.”
A publication like the New  
Republic has an interest maintain­
ing journalistic integrity. But 
what about the lone bloggers, who 
owe no allegiance whatsoever? 
According to Welch, authors of 
blogs who wish to be taken 
seriously must take their craft 
seriously. Since the idea of 
credibility transcends tangible 
and non-tangible media, bloggers, 
too, have an interest in objective 
news gathering and fair presenta­
tion.
T h e  L anguage o f  B logs
The political structure of the 
blogosphere is anarchy. And 
the native language—Blogese? 
Blogspeak?—is different than 
mainland journalese.
Jonathan Dube, technology 
editor for MSNBC.com, offers 
some hints for writing online in 
Shop Talk & War Stories, edited
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by Jan Winbura. Dube says to 
write “lively and tight” with an 
eye toward a broadcast voice, but 
“more literate and detailed than 
broadcast writing.
For example, Dube encourages 
writers to use humor and to write 
“in a breezy style or with atti­
tude.” He says online audiences 
are more accepting of a natural 
and conversational style. 
Keeping an online audience is 
crucial, he says, since online 
readers can click away if the con­
tent is sloppy—and they may 
never return.
What would Will Strunk 
and E.B. White, the 
immortal arbiters of style, 
say about online writing 
and Dube’s recommenda­
tions?
Strunk & White: “The 
breezy style is often the 
work of an egocentric, the 
person who imagines that 
everything that comes to 
mind is of general interest 
and that uninhibited prose 
creates high spirits and car­
ries the day.”
The breezy style is the 
most noticeable aspect of 
online writing. And, ego­
centrism fuels the blogos- 
phere. People visit blogs 
in great numbers merely to 
hear the uninhibited prose of ego­
centrics writing whatever comes 
to mind.
Strunk & White: “Do not 
assume that because you have 
acted naturally your product is 
without flaw.. .prefer the standard 
to the off-beat.”
Many bloggers present them­
selves as the antidote to the stan­
dard, flaws and all. Paralleling 
the Reality T.V Zeitgeist, readers 
are increasingly tuning in to ama­
teurs rather than stars.
Both Dube and Strunk &
“That is the moral 
of the
blogosphere:
All that is now 
possible. Anyone 
can do this. 
Anyone can 
support it.
All it takes is one 
person.”
-  J e f f  Ja rv is  
B uzzM achine . com
White encourage clarity and abid­
ing by traditional rules of writing. 
But blog entries, which are com­
posed and disseminated quickly, 
are full of errors. And, in an odd 
sense, this is part of their appeal. 
The information is raw, new and 
unfiltered. If journalism is the 
first rough draft of history, blogs 
are the rough rough-drafts.
T h e  P o w er  o f  B lo g s
Columbia Journalism Review s 
Mallory Jensen writes “bloggers 
have been credited with helping 
to topple Trent Lott and Howell 
Raines, with inflaming the debate 
over the Iraq war, and with boost­
ing presidential hopeful Howard 
Dean.”
Internet gossip Matt Drudge 
used his blog as a clearinghouse 
for Clinton gossip, and the popu­
larity of the site, known as 
Drudgereport.com, became a 
must-read for conservative politi­
cos who needed more ammo in 
their war against the White 
House.
Once an issue is picked up in 
the blogosphere—even if it is 
ignored by mainstream media—it 
has wings. Last spring, the Texas 
redistricting controversy received 
somewhat superficial treatment 
before the mainstream media lost 
interest.
Josh Marshall, author of the 
blog TalkingPointsMemo.com, 
offered minute-by-minute cover­
age of the scandal.
Some say it was Marshall’s 
relentless chatter about Trent 
Lott’s racist comments at a party 
for Strom Thurmond that kept the 
issue on the table and Lott’s feet 
to the fire.
But is blogosphere chatter 
overrated? New York Times 
columnist David Brooks seems to 
think so.
“On the Internet, the long term 
doesn’t matter, as long as you are 
blunt and forceful at that 
moment,” Brooks wrote in his 
Dec. 9, 2003 column.
“On the Internet, a new per­
sona is just a click away. On the 
Internet, everyone is loosely teth­
ered, careless and free.”
Jeff Jarvis, author of 
BuzzMachine.com, quickly 
picked up on Brooks’ comments 
and mounted a defense of the 
Internet’s power, saying “maybe 
Brooks’ last view of the Internet 
was an AOL chat room.”
Jarvis says the internet is an 
“immediate medium ... of strong 
relationships and power rising 
from the bottom,” which, inciden­
tally, has changed America’s 
political dynamic.
B l o g s  and  D em o cr a cy
Jeff Jarvis totes the democra­
tizing effects of the Web. Last 
fall, he posted an entry on 
BuzzMachine.com about Iraq’s 
newest blogger, known as Zeyad, 
who, according to Jarvis, created 
the first free and uncensored Iraqi 
news service.
“Thanks to the Internet and 
weblogs—and a little help from 
the community there—it is possi­
ble for one man in a country just 
coming out from under dictator­
ship and war to speak to the 
world, to exercise free speech, to 
help spread that free speech, to 
report news, to make news, to 
build relationships, to create 
understanding,” Jarvis wrote.
“That is the moral of the 
Blogosphere: All that is now pos­
sible. Anyone can do this. 
Anyone can support it. All it 
takes is one person.”
Whether or not you agree with 
Jarvis, blogs have at least earned a 
place at the journalism table. I
Jeb Foster recently completed his f ir s t year o f  graduate school at the University o f  Montana School o f  
Journalism. He covered city government fo r  a reporting class this spring, during which he learned about the 
politics and passion surrounding sewage issues. He will be an editorial intern at the Santa Fe Reporter this 
summer. Foster has never considered starting his own blog.
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Reflections of Libby
In High Plains Films’ latest 
documentary, this small, 
Montana town sees itself 
one more time
B y  J e d  G o t t l i e b
he Dome Theater’s pas­
tel blue and art deco 
J L .  stands out against the 
gray and cold of Wednesday 
morning’s Mineral Avenue. 
Libby’s old mainstreet—whose 
heyday began to fade decades 
ago—also looks gray and cold.
Other than the theater and its 
chromatic marquee, the buildings 
are unhappy stone and dull stuc­
co. The sidewalks are almost 
empty and traffic is slow.
The Dome theater’s marquee 
announces tonight’s film: Libby, 
Montana. A High Plains Film. 
Free.
Libby, Montana—the work of 
Dru Carr and Doug Hawes-Davis 
of the Missoula-based High 
Plains Films—is the latest piece 
of journalism to shine light on the 
town’s tragedy and is the result of 
months of rolling tape over the 
last three years in Libby.
In the late 1990s the town 
became—according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency— 
the site of the worst case of commu­
nity-wide exposure to a toxic sub­
stance in U.S. history. Over four 
decades, the W.R. Grace Corporation 
poisoned residents and the environ­
ment with deadly asbestos fibers, 
causing asbestosis for more than
. 1,000 residents. So far, more 
than 200 are dead from 
working at the mine, or 
washing miners’ dusty cov­
eralls, or playing “King of the 
Mountain” on tailings piles next 
to the Little League baseball dia­
mond.
The posters for Thursday’s 
movies—Big Fish and The 
Butterfly Effect—are still up. To 
find the closest Libby, Montana 
poster, go across the street and 
two blocks west to the town’s EPA 
field office. In the office window 
hangs a small poster taped up 
slightly crooked, one-third of it 
bent back and caught behind a 
blind. It features an old man with 
his back to the camera. He’s 
slouching, turned slightly to the 
right and staring at a field of 
crosses commemorating those 
who died from Grace’s asbestos 
contamination.
The single employee in the 
office—site manager Courtney 
Zamora—doesn’t know that the 
poster is for the movie. She’s seen 
the Dome’s marquee but hasn’t 
put the two together yet. Zamora 
is a minor character in the film, 
mostly seen in the background of 
shots featuring combative EPA 
meetings and clean-up scenes 
with men in hazmat suits.
Filmmakers Carr and Hawes- 
Davis interviewed Zamora along 
with a half dozen of her peers. 
Zamora remembers the filmmak­
ers only vaguely—there have 
been so many journalists and
filmmakers she’s talked with.
While Zamora doesn’t remem­
ber much about Carr and Hawes- 
Davis, many do remember the 
filmmakers. The two stood out in 
Libby: Carr, short, compact with 
scraggly beard. Hawes-Davis, tall, 
lanky, clean shaven but with a 
long ponytail. Yes, their cameras 
gave them away, but even without 
their forty pounds of equipment, 
they’d be picked out as not-from- 
around-these-parts. One resident, 
asbestosis victim Les Skramstad, 
describes them as Missoula-look- 
ing: grungy, granola, young. 
George Bauer, Bob Dedrick and 
the crowd at the Deluxe barber 
shop saw the same thing 
Skramstad did when the pair 
walked into the shop for the first 
time three-years ago.
“I knew they weren’t coming 
in for a haircut,” says Bauer.
The far wall of the Deluxe is 
covered in newsprint. Most of the 
clippings are from local high 
school sports stories. But entirely 
separate from the stories is a 
poster for Libby. Next to the 
poster are an Indian dream catch­
er and two photographs of the 200 
white, wooden crosses.
Both Bauer and Dedrick have 
asbestosis and it’s Dedrick’s 
hunching, defeated back that’s 
featured on the film’s poster.
“I hope [the film] does well,” 
he says. “I like the guys. I wish
By GARRETT CHEEN 
Les Skramstad knows 
the importance of the 
media's role in Libby.
“The media is all we 
got, ” said Skramstad. 
“Without it, we wouldn’t 
be anywhere. The media 
is what keeps us alive.”
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By GARRETT CHEEN
Gayla Benefield watches 
her granddaughters 
softball game at the 
new softball fields in 
Libby. Benefield said 
because of all the media 
attention, she and 
Skramstad are consid­
ered troublemakers by 
locals who say they 
don’t believe them.
that they could get this on the 
national networks and get this out 
there.”
After years of local concern 
over the mine, the EPA and 
dozens of journalists—TV and 
newspaper reporters, book 
authors and documentary mak­
ers—descended on the town in 
1999. Dedrick has nearly a com­
plete library of the newspaper sto­
ries and newscasts. He has a copy 
of Dust to Dust—the first docu­
mentary made about the town’s 
troubles—and two of the three 
books published in the last four 
years. He has videotapes of 20/20 
and 60 Minutes. And he thinks 
that every journalist who’s come 
up has done a good job. Just 
reporting about the problem, just 
listening to the people, he says.
At tonight’s showing at the 
Dome, Skramstad and his wife, 
Norita, are the first townspeople 
to arrive. A moment before the 
couple left for the Dome, the gov­
ernor called them. Skramstad had 
spent three hours before the film 
calling a half dozen Montana 
politicians, including Senator 
Conrad Bums, Max Baucus and 
Martz. None could come. Martz 
was the only one who returned 
Skramstad’s call in person. She 
was polite, apologetic and quick: 
She couldn’t make tonight or 
tomorrow because she would be
By GARRETT CHEEN
Gayla Benefield and her granddaughter enjoy a high school softball 
game in Libby. The children, she said, are why they are so willing to 
push for justice. Because the symptoms take so long to show up, 
Benefield and Skramstad are worried that the cleanup efforts won’t be 
enough to save the children of Libby from getting an asbestosis-related 
disease in the future.
on the road, but she asked 
Skramstad to inquire about a copy 
of the film for her. Martz said she 
wants to see it.
But a host of other elected 
officials and prominent Libby cit­
izens don’t want to see it. Grace’s 
lone representative in town says 
he has a business meeting. The 
mayor says he knows the story 
already. Others can’t find the time 
or can’t find babysitters. But even 
without those staying away, by 
6:30 there’s a steady flow of peo­
ple entering the theater. Dedrick 
and Bauer from the Deluxe arrive.
So does Gayla Benefield, an 
advocate featured in the film. 
More than two dozen members of 
Benefield’s family has been diag­
nosed with asbestosis and the dis­
ease killed both her father and 
mother.
In the lobby, there’s no discus­
sion of the film or its subject. 
Instead, serious themes like the 
governor’s race, the reconstruc­
tion of Highway 2 and the labor 
demonstrators outside on Mineral 
Avenue dominate the animated 
assembly—the union is upset over 
the wage cuts of workers con­
tracted by the EPA to remove 
asbestos contamination from sev­
eral Libby homes.
As the mayor is fond of saying, 
this town knows its story. But the 
400 here tonight are attracted to 
another retelling. They want to 
see what the filmmakers missed 
or included, how they made deci­
sions or how they spun the water­
shed moments.
Here, the filmmakers can’t 
cheat. Even if they know more 
than the townspeople about cer­
tain twists in the tale, they are still 
outsiders. The biography that con­
sumed them for four years will 
have a sort of closure tonight, and 
it may be months, years, until 
they return—if they ever return. 
For the 400 about to watch them-
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selves, this isn’t a final word, but 
another page to turn.
Carr and Hawes-Davis stand 
and walk to the front of the room. 
There’s a hush and the two thank 
everyone for coming and explain 
that there will be a short Q & A 
after the film. Then Carr adds: 
“We made as honest a film as we 
thought we could make.” The two 
make their way back up the long, 
thin aisle to the projector. The 
house lights go down. The film 
begins.
Before the first frame, fore­
boding music plays. Then a red 
sun appears and moves forward 
until viewers are taken into the 
sun and out of the flame emerges 
a primordial earth, a grainy pink 
tinted wasteland. The footage is 
culled from a decades-old U.S. 
Bureau of Mines reel, a quirky 
promotional film obtained from 
the National Archives that 
explains how, during the earth’s 
formation, asbestos was created. 
Outside of Libby, the footage is 
meaningless camp. But here it 
elicits a shallow gallows humor.
The film bleeds into a series of 
Super 8 movies. Black and white 
and fuzzy color clips of a merry 
boomtown. It’s Libby, but not as 
it is today. The older crowd— 
which dominates tonight’s show­
ing—sees themselves or their par­
ents in the salad days. They 
chuckle at the loggers, smile at 
the pretty girls in classic JC 
Penney print dresses. Mineral 
Avenue buzzes in peaceful 
Mayberry fashion—unlike the 
Gut, as the current crop of 
teenagers have christened the 
strip, with nighttime cars pump­
ing out bass beats and driving too 
fast.
On top of the footage come 
voiceovers from yet to be intro­
duced characters, but voices this 
group recognizes. Benefield’s 
voice says: “This is Libby, 
Montana, and things don’t happen 
in Libby.”
Watching this Benefield just 
sits with her hands folded in her 
lap and takes it in.
The film’s story unwinds, lay­
ers are peeled off. More stock
footage, shots of mountains and 
streams, quick bites of interviews, 
but nothing overcast. It’s not until 
Earl Lovick appears that the film 
becomes more than just flashes of 
Libby history.
Lovick—a Grace Company man­
ager—is being deposed at 
Skramstad’s negligence suit with the 
company. The footage is beat up 
VCR tape and Lovick looks like a 
disheveled undertaker.
His demeanor is chilly, rolling 
eyes and graceless pregnant pauses 
before answering questions. He 
seems evasive on the subject of what 
his company knew about the dangers 
of its product. The attorney deposing 
him is listing the company’s wrong 
doings and making Mr. Lovick 
explain to the jurors how dozens of 
employees died.
The townspeople didn’t attend 
Skramstad’s trial and the local and 
national media didn’t cover it. For 
most, this is the first time they are 
seeing Earl Lovick presented as a 
company man, not a fellow 
townsperson.
After an hour, the film reaches
By GARRETT CHEEN 
Skramstad points out 
several pieces of vermic- 
ulite on the grounds 
where the old baseball 
fields used to be. 
Although the EPA had 
already spent millions of 
dollars cleaning up the 
site, he is concerned 
because he still finds 
the vermiculite there.
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Libby’s worst moments, but the peo­
ple stay put watching themselves. 
They watch what is common knowl­
edge in Libby: EPA manager Paul 
Peronard cursing at his superiors over 
lost funding, Ronald Reagan and 
Peter Grace happily shaking hands, 
Gov. Martz announcing that all she 
can do for the people of Libby is 
pray, EPA administrator Christine 
Todd Whitman promising that gov­
ernment is here for them.
Then, along with all the mile­
stones, they watch themselves do 
what they do everyday. Bauer cuts 
hair at the Deluxe.
Skramstad in the same shirt he 
wore today. Benefield goes about the 
simple tasks of advocacy work. The
cameras even capture the Dome 
Theater’s marquee blinking on a dark 
Mineral Avenue.
The final scene. A memorial 
salute to the dead, 200 white, wood­
en crosses, with names Benefield has 
stenciled in Sharpie. As a crowd 
gathers around the memorial, some­
one reads a final list. The voice slow­
ly calls the names of the dead. A man 
in the audience with a tough face and 
oil-stained Carhartt jacket is crying. 
He lets the tears be.
The screen returns to black. Two 
beats after the credits begin, after 
Carr and Hawes-Davis’s names 
appear in white against the black, ten 
seconds of applause breaks out. The 
house lights come up and everyone
By GARRETT CHEEN 
Skramstad walks through the 
Libby cemetery to visit his par­
ents and pay respect to other 
Libby residents who fell victim to 
asbestos-related causes.
but a handful gets up and leaves.
“Hey,” shouts Hawes-Davis. 
“After everybody files out, we’ll just 
be here in case anybody has any 
questions. We just want to let every­
body who wants to leave leave.”
But no one wants to stay for a 
post-film Q & A. Benefield and her 
family, Bauer from the barber shop, 
most everyone exits together, 
and the theater is stripped to a 
bare 20 stragglers in less than 
two minutes.
Dedrick comes up behind 
Carr and turns him around 
with a hand on his shoulder. 
“Carr, nice job,” he says.
“Thanks, Bob, I’m glad you 
liked it.” The two shake and 
then Bob is gone.
Thanks and good jobs echo 
over and over with a pat on the 
back from the ladies and a hand 
shake from the men. Another re­
telling is over and that’s the end of 
it for Libby until the next story. ■
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IJNR’s push 
to refine 
environmental 
reporting in 
the West
B y  M i c h e l l e  D u n l o p
With twinkling eyes and a warm smile, sea­soned journalist Frank 
Edward Allen calmly fields ques­
tions at a conference table in an 
office squeezed in the back of the 
Merrill Lynch building in down­
town Missoula. Lining the walls 
of the common area are newspa­
pers painstakingly selected and 
displayed for casual reference. 
With the same poise, the teacher 
in Allen explains challenges fac­
ing his “students.” Allen’s stu­
dents are journalists covering 
environmental issues; his class­
room: the West.
“There’s plenty of need and 
plenty of willing learners out 
there,” he said.
Allen has long believed that 
much of the environmental cover­
age in the West should be differ­
ent from that of other beats—the 
issues are complex, not only sci­
entifically, but also politically 
and socially.
“Shallowness in reporting is 
the enemy,” Allen said.
With the rapid growth and 
change the West is experiencing, 
environmental journalism often 
has been left behind in the dust. 
That, Allen believes, needs to 
improve.
“I believe journalism has a 
burden to improve and provide 
information,” he said.
Allen speaks with the wisdom 
and authority only years of expe­
rience can provide. Out of his 14- 
year career at the Wall Street 
Journal, Allen worked the envi­
ronmental beat for nine years. He 
came to Montana in 1994 to serve 
as dean of the University of 
Montana’s School of Journalism, 
a position he held until 1997.
Allen’s frustration with natural 
resources coverage prompted him 
to create IJNR—the Institutes for 
Journalism and Natural 
Resources.
He drew on several beliefs 
when establishing IJNR:
One: Most journalists want to 
improve in their craft. Two: 
Environmental reporters require 
training in the natural landscape 
they cover.
“There’s really no substitute 
for being in a place and experi­
encing it,” Allen said.
Finally, Allen wanted IJNR to 
provide a network of not only 
environmental reporters but also 
to help journalists build relation­
ships and contacts with sources.
“I saw so many examples of 
reporters trying their best on 
deadline, talking to people they’d 
never met about places they’d 
never seen,” Allen said.
Environmental journalism 
faces obstacles not only in terms 
of how journalists approach sto­
ries, but also in terms of news­
room policies and public expecta­
tions, Allen said. In 2003, IJNR 
released “Matching the Scenery: 
Journalism’s Duty to the North 
American West,” a comprehen­
sive look at the challenges envi­
ronmental journalism needs to 
surmount in order to provide the 
public with consistent, quality 
coverage of natural resources 
issues in the West.
With the publication as an out-
Courtesy of IJNR 
Knight-Ridder National 
Correspondent Seth 
Borenstein, left, and 
other IJNR colleagues 
take notes on Prince 
William Sound in Alaska 
in August 2003, while 
observing fresh oil still 
left from the “Exxon 
Valdez” oil spill in 1989.
S c e n ic  lAJritina
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line of problems and suggestions, 
and the institutes and mentoring 
programs as potential solutions, 
IJNR pushes forward in hopes of 
improving environmental cover­
age in the West. The essential 
question, therefore, is what 
impact has IJNR had on environ­
mental journalists?
In late 1999, IJNR received a 
grant from the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. Coupled 
with funds from the Fred Gellert 
Family Foundation, IJNR was 
able to begin the Wallace Stegner 
Initiative. After more than two 
years of research, the IJNR 
released its study, “Matching the 
Scenery: Journalism’s Duty to the 
American West.”
For more than a year, the IJNR 
staff tracked the environmental 
coverage of 285 newspapers in 
the West. Additionally, IJNR sent
Courtesy of IJNR
Peter Annin, associate 
director of IJNR, aboard 
a king salmon tender in 
Bristol Bay, Alaska, July 
2003. IJNR took stu­
dents out last summer 
to observe the environ­
mental controversy of 
salmon fishing. The 
tender is used to collect 
salmon from smaller 
commercial fishing boats 
who use the netting 
technique.
a team of independent journalists 
throughout the West to conduct 
field studies with other journal­
ists, environmentalists, loggers, 
historians and government offi­
cials.
The IJNR staff based their 
evaluation of newsrooms in the 
West on the following criteria: 
accuracy and clarity; salience and 
relevance; frequency and persist­
ence; prominence and propor­
tionality; credibility and context. 
Allen admits the study was far 
more subjective than it was scien­
tific, however IJNR stands behind
its findings.
IJNR found that only 20 per­
cent of the dailies in the West 
offered excellent or good cover­
age of the environment. Only 
three percent garnered the excel­
lent rating. The other 80 percent 
were judged to be occasionally 
good, mostly or consistently 
mediocre, or consistently negli­
gent.
Contributing to the overall 
mediocrity of environmental 
reporting in the West, IJNR found 
a number of problems: a shortage 
of resources in newsrooms; a 
preference for routine, or event- 
driven, reporting; and inadequate 
training for environmental 
reporters.
According to Allen, the failure 
of newsrooms to invest in profes­
sional training of their employees 
remains their greatest weakness. 
“It’s the responsibility of the jour­
nalist to keep on learning.”
“Burnout is a real problem” 
for environmental reporters 
forced to churn out multiple sto­
ries per day on a regular basis, 
Allen continued.
Allen believes reporters, their 
editors and the public needs to get 
comfortable with ambiguity in 
environmental reporting.
Environmental issues don’t 
often have a neat ending. The 
standard inverted pyramid style 
story doesn’t hold up when look­
ing at the environment.
“Most of these stories don’t 
break; they ooze,” Allen said.
Newspapers can “build reader- 
ship by delivering deeper con­
tent,” Allen said. More valuable 
stories have deeper explanations.
The Stegner Initiative recom­
mended six changes for news­
rooms in the West to consider:
• Allot more resources to cov­
ering growth, development and 
the environment.
• Opt for quality coverage of 
the environment over quantity.
• Designate prominent place­
ment and more space for quality 
natural resources stories.
• Increase training opportuni­
ties for reporters and editors.
• Retain experienced reporters 
and encourage their interaction 
with less-experienced journalists.
• Take more chances with the 
approach to natural resources 
coverage.
Allen believes the public 
shares his opinion about the 
mediocrity of environmental 
reporting in the West. Several 
IJNR institute alumni agree with 
Allen’s opinions and findings.
“He’s right—growth is the 
driving force between environ­
mental issues in the West,” said 
Scott McMillion who covers nat­
ural resources for the Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle. “Growth is a 
huge issue.”
Although McMillion said the 
study led to a discussion among 
editors and reporters at his paper, 
“it hasn’t led to any big changes,” 
he said.
Newspapers, especially those 
owned by corporations are “prof­
it-making institutions—you have 
to work within those parameters,” 
McMillion said. At most newspa­
pers, those lengthier, more in- 
depth pieces would require free­
ing up resources, as well as “ini­
tiative and some sacrifice.”
According to McMillion, it’s 
easy for reporters and newspapers 
to get lost in the daily grind and 
harder for them to look at the 
larger picture and lengthier 
pieces.
“It’s going to take a lot to 
change the nature of newspaper- 
ing,” McMillion said.
Heather Duncan, a reporter for 
the Macon Telegraph in Macon, 
Ga., stressed the differences 
between readers in the West and 
the South. In the rural South, the 
environment is not viewed as a 
high priority or with particular 
interest, Duncan said.
“The West has the advantage 
of a readership that puts more 
emphasis and interest on the envi­
ronment,” she said.
Some newsrooms have paid i
I
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attention. Allen says IJNR 
received approximately six to 
eight times as many good 
responses to “Matching the 
Scenery” as negative responses. 
Several newsrooms have called to 
ask for advising services from 
IJNR, and many newsrooms have 
expressed a desire to do better, he 
said.
“Matching the Scenery” 
should be viewed as part of a 
larger package, Allen said. The 
report sought to identify prob­
lems in newsrooms and encour­
age conversation about how to fix 
those problems. The institutes 
and mentoring components of 
IJNR constitute the other two 
parts of the package.
IJNR’s mentoring program 
matches junior reporters with 
those who have more experience. 
The most successful relationships 
are forged at an institute between 
two fellows. The protege identi­
fies an area upon which he or she 
would like to improve. IJNR staff 
monitors the progress of the rela­
tionship over time.
Duncan also is involved in 
IJNR’s mentoring program. 
“Basically they just set me up 
with a mentor; the rest of the 
activity is between us,” she said. 
Duncan’s mentor often reads her 
stories for the week and critiques 
them for her. They discuss ideas 
for sources and stories. “He kind 
of helps with career advice as 
well,” Duncan said. “I don’t think 
that my editors can offer that kind 
of advice in terms of figuring out 
what kind of stories to write.”
IJNR monitors the progress of 
its fellows, paying special atten­
tion to key issues the fellows 
themselves identified as problem­
atic before participating in an 
institute. Allen says the process of 
evaluating fellows isn’t wholly 
unbiased, as the staff of IJNR is in 
charge of the evaluations. 
However, there are tangible 
results that support the staff’s 
evaluations: retention rates
among IJNR fellows remain high.
Although many journalists burn 
out over time, about 75 percent of 
IN JR fellows are still at it, Allen 
said.
“Journalists trust their own 
experience,” Allen said.
Building upon this as his 
premise, and using the institutes 
as the foundation of IJNR, Allen 
has taken the principle of “show, 
don’t tell” to a new level.
IJNR’s institutes take the jour­
nalist away from the newsroom 
for a week. IJNR provides the 
activities, food and lodging for 
the institutes at no cost to journal­
ists. Each participant’s newsroom 
is expected to pay travel expenses 
and salary for the week of the 
institute.
On institutes, fellows find 
themselves milking cows, baiting 
lobster traps, canoeing, fishing, 
visiting mining companies and 
logging operations. Fellows have 
the opportunity to converse with 
sources from every side of the 
issue at hand for the day: loggers, 
miners, American Indians, 
hydrologists, government offi­
cials and so forth.
“Civil discussions are not 
automatic when it comes to the 
environment,” Allen said.
In order to facilitate civil dis­
cussions, he said, it’s best to get 
people with strong opinions from 
each side who can be passionate 
without being obnoxious or emo­
tional. Sometimes, Allen said, if 
IJNR and its fellows are lucky, a 
good, balanced set of speakers 
blended with the setting makes 
for magic.
Allen estimates 80 percent of 
the journalists who participate in 
these institutes are reporters. 
IJNR’s institutes see reporters 
from across the board—from 
those primarily assigned to the 
environmental beat to editorial 
writers, health and science 
reporters, lifestyle and feature 
writers to city editors. The insti­
tutes often reflect a good mix of 
age and experience. Younger jour­
nalists with less experience often
ask braver questions, Allen said. 
They also tend to lower the anxi­
ety levels of the group, he said.
The intensity of the institutes 
factors heavily into 
their successes.
“It’s the wholeness 
of the experience I 
think that’s helpful,”
Allen said.
Kathy Witkowsky, 
who freelances for 
National Public Radio 
in Missoula, said she 
appreciated the cama­
raderie the institutes 
provide. She partici­
pated in the High Country 
Institute in 1998 and the Wildfire 
Institute of 2001.
“As a freelancer, I’m often 
very isolated in my work,” 
Witkowsky said. The institutes 
provided her with “the feeling 
like I was not so alone,” she said.
“It was really a lot of fun and 
was well organized,” she said. 
And “exhausting in a good way.”
The institutes allow journalists 
to step back a bit and talk with 
sources when they’re not under 
deadline, so “they’re not always 
learning by the seat of their 
pants,” she said.
Bozeman’s McMillion also 
works alone in his home, not in a 
newsroom. “You get a very 
intense dose of information.. .you 
don’t get that sort of intensity in a 
newsroom,” he said. McMillion 
participated on IJNR’s inaugural 
institute in 1995.
Other journalism seminars and 
institutes do not offer the field 
experience that IJNR’s institutes 
do. “It made me a better reporter 
by exposing me to good reporters 
and good reporting,” McMillion 
said. “In journalism, your 
improvements are incremental.”
McMillion encouraged jour­
nalists to make the effort and for 
editors to give them the week off 
to attend IJNR’s seminars. 
“Editors are copy-greedy beasts,” 
he said. “You’re always feeding 
the beast.” It pains editors to pay
“There’s really no 
substitute for being 
in a place and 
experiencing it.”
- F rank A llen, IJN R
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Courtesy of IJNR
Colleagues view grizzly 
bears feeding on salmon 
in Katmai, Alaska, in 
summer 2003. At issue 
was the environmental 
impact on the bears due 
to a proposed develop­
ment of a new camp­
ground, a new board­
walk and a closer view­
ing area.
a week’s salary and get no imme­
diate return, he said. But, “It will 
pay off in the long run.”
Sacramento Bee reporter Mike 
Lee first heard of IJNR’s semi­
nars when he was working for the 
Tri-City Herald  in 1997. Since 
reporters don’t often get a lot of 
chances to go to seminars, Lee 
said his decision to go was “pret­
ty much a no-brainer.”
“It opened my eyes to a fair 
amount of issues I didn’t know 
existed,” Lee said. “It helped 
shape and advance my under­
standing of how issues worked 
together.”
“I left with a renewed and pro­
found respect for natural resource 
issues and the people who cover 
them,” he said.
Duncan had only been on the 
job at the Macon Telegraph as an 
environment reporter for one 
month when the opportunity 
arose to participate in IJNR’s 
Low Country Institute in 2002. At 
her previous position, she wrote a 
few stories a month about the 
environment, but focused her 
energies elsewhere.
“Too often we end up doing
too much of our work 
by telephone,” Duncan 
said.
The Low Country 
Institute took place 
only a few hours from 
Duncan’s paper; she 
reaped the benefits of 
story ideas and 
sources in her area. 
Duncan visited farms 
practicing a variety of 
tilling techniques.
The biggest story 
for Duncan that came 
out of the institute was 
about traditional rural 
communities in 
Georgia and their 
efforts to hold on to 
their local lifestyles. She was able 
to use that visit for the back­
ground of a five-part series she 
wrote the next year.
Too often environmental beat 
reporters get sucked into a very 
polarized debate between 
extreme environmentalists and 
corporations, she said.
“Normal people do not identi­
fy with these characters,” Duncan 
said.
On institutes, journalists get to 
meet regular people who 
encounter environmental prob­
lems. The farmers Duncan met 
weren’t necessarily environmen­
talists, she said, but their methods 
of farming were environmentally 
sound. The farmers showed fel­
lows their methods for low-till 
and no-till farming; they initially 
got into this type of farming 
because it reduced their costs.
“It’s sort of refreshing in 
reminding you that sources come 
from a lot of different places,” 
Duncan said. “It gives you a lot of 
insight into the environment in 
ways that people care about.”
The institutes also provide a
good opportunity to network with 
peers who can offer the kind of 
feedback that editors and cowork­
ers can’t, Dincan said.
Despite all the praise for 
IJNR’s institutes, mentoring, and 
the Stegner Initiative study, the 
organization has struggled with 
financing.
The economic downturn and 
plunging stock market of 2001 
took a belated toll on IJNR’s 
finances. At the time, IJNR 
already had secured grants in 
place that helped carry it through 
until 2003. Once the grants 
expired, IJNR experienced diffi­
culty in renewing certain funding.
Many of the companies and 
organizations that support IJNR 
found themselves still in the 
midst of a financial crunch. 
Several supporters were unable to 
offer any funding while others 
were forced to reduce their fund­
ing. IJNR had to scramble to find 
new funding sources. Besides 
looking for new corporate and 
private supporters, IJNR also sent 
letters to fellows; about a fourth 
pledged support. One journalist 
sent a check and promised to send 
more when he sold his truck.
Allen insists that IJNR was not 
crippled by the crunch, but it def­
initely is leaner. Staffing suffered 
a 50 percent reduction; remaining 
staff members were dealt pay cuts 
as well.
“If we had 10 times the 
resources, we’d have no problems 
spending them,” Allen said. 
Journalists are hungry for a sense 
of context and how to get better.
“There will always be a need 
for good, well-focused develop­
ment and continuing education in 
newsrooms,” Allen said. “The 
learning and accumulation of 
knowledge has to take place 
somewhere.” ■
Michelle Dunlop is a graduate student in prin t journalism  at the University o f  M ontana’s School o f  Journalism. 
She will work as an intern this summer at the Times News in Twin Falls, Idaho. She plans to graduate from  UM this 
December.
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Mary Cooney stops after herding several pairs o f  cattle into a new pasture at the Cooney Brothers Ranch near Harlowton. The Crazy Mountains 
are in the background.
Springtime at Cayuse Livestock Company means time to brand the new 
calves, born in February through April. Cattle are gathered and brought 
into a corral. There are several jobs for members o f the Donald family and 
neighbors. Some rope, some wrestle, some brand and some inoculate the 
calves. Mery Donald forms a perfect loop as she sets to rope a calf.
Photos and text by 
Keith Graham
Associate Professor of Photojournalism 
at the University of Montana
My first years were on 77 acres outside Jackson, Miss.When my dad bought the property it came with a sign about the size of a billboard that read “The Farm.” It 
wasn’t even a real farm. We had a horse named Buster, three 
dogs and a dozen chickens. We sold The Farm and moved into 
town when I was four years old.
All the while we had a genuine farm, about 50 miles south 
of Jackson, left for my father by his father who had bought it 
during the Great Depression. Daddy G had paid cash for the 
farm, five cents an acre for some, seven cents an acre for the 
better land.
Even when we moved into town we would go to the Daddy 
G’s farm on most weekends. I loved my time on the farm, 
because it seemed you could ride your horse forever there. I’ve 
always admired and appreciated what farmers and ranchers do.
They are the real producers, the heartbeat of this country. 
The life isn’t easy or glamorous. It’s hard work, but those who 
work on the land have a sense of contentment. You don’t have 
much money to put in your pocket, but I wouldn’t change this 
life for anything, says John Cooney of Cooney Brothers Ranch.
The University of Montana awarded me a grant to document 
mutigenerational Montana family ranches. Over the course of a 
year, I visited the Cooney Brothers Ranch outside Harlowton 
and the Cayuse Livestock Company in Melville four or five 
times each.
Both ranches began as sheep operations; the Cayuse in 
1914, the Cooney Brothers in the early 1920s. Now both raise 
Angus cattle. There are three generations living on the Cooney 
Brothers Ranch, four on the Cayuse Livestock Company.
The families, the Cooneys of Harlowton and the Donalds of 
Melville, opened their lives and their homes to me. I love turn­
ing off the highway and heading toward the ranches, places of 
sky, beauty and toil.
C h a d i n a  th e  h e a r tb e a t o f  W o n ta  n a
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One o f Wyatt Donald’s responsibilities is to make sure all the newborn calves 
are healthy. Donald knew this calf needed a pill, so he looked for almost an 
hour this morning locating it. He walked calmly up to it, gently got it on its 
side, and gave it the necessary medication. The Donalds raise Black Angus 
cattle on their ranch in Melville.
Mery Donald jumps over the corral fence that was erected for a late /  j 
Company. Some o f the cattle jarred the portable corral loose so Chai I 
ening it.
The Donald family was up before sunrise and rounding up the cattle as 
the sun made its way over the Cayuse Hills. Mery, Donald (left) and her 
father-in-law, Bill Donald and his dog Louie round up the cattle before 
taking them to the new pasture.
Leah Cooney (left) and Rachel check the amount o f vaccine 
before continuing to inoculate the calves that are being branded 
today. They also mark the calves with the large crayon. This 
was at an early spring branding at the Cooney Brothers Ranch, 
which is located about 15 miles south o f Harlowton.
It s late April and the Cooney family are branding. They gathered the a 
around noon. They had lunch, some of their own Angus beef. The Dona 
At the far right, Wyatt Donald and his girlfriend (now fiancee) Stacy Lt 
LoPresti will marry on September 5, 2004.
2004 MJR32
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mnd mid-morning and worked until 
y and other neighbors pitch in and help, 
mile at one another. Donald and
founding on the Cayuse Livestock
lip (left) and Mark Thompson were tight-
Wyatt Donald has to keep track o f all the newborn calves. He does so with a numbering system by tagging 
the ear o f each calf. A different colored tag is used each year.
34
Montana Journalism Review, Vol. 1 [2015], Iss. 33, Art. 1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mjr/vol1/iss33/1
34 2004 MJR
O k  e ^ J lc c lc le n ta i (E d ito r
How a big-city woman became a small-town editor
By CINDY GILLUND/SHELBY 
PROMOTER
Shelby Promoter editor 
Barbara Simonetti writes 
in her appointment book. 
With her hectic schedule, 
she relies on intense 
organization.
B y  K r i s t e n  In b o d y
After 45 years of big city living, Shelby Promoter editor Barbara Simonetti 
knew she was finally adapting to 
her new home in rural Montana 
when she saw a man walking 
down the street with a rifle slug 
over his shoulder and she just 
said, “Hello.”
Her first three months in 
Shelby, a railroad, ranching and 
natural gas community known for 
its high winds and low tempera­
tures, were such a culture shock 
that Simonetti has blocked most 
of the time from her mind.
“I left Seattle and landed in
the middle of nowhere,” she said 
as she recounted the unusual 
events that brought her to Shelby, 
a town of 3,304 located 80 
miles northwest of Great Falls. 
“Sometimes home just isn’t 
where you thought it was.”
Last summer, Simonetti 
loaded her minivan with all her 
belongings, including her two 
cats, and headed for a technical 
writing position at a hospital in 
Edmonton, Alberta.
A particularly bad fire season 
in British Columbia convinced 
her to delay crossing the border 
until she reached the Sweet Grass 
Port of Entry, 30 miles north of 
Shelby.
“Driving across the plains, I 
couldn’t wait to get past here,” 
she said. “I thought, ‘Where is 
everything?”’
When she reached the border, 
Simonetti was not allowed to 
cross because the hospital in 
Edmonton had failed to complete 
some paperwork. She found her­
self broke, stranded and sweating 
in a heat wave that baked the Hi- 
Line in 103 degree temperatures.
She also found herself finally 
home. From the border, the clos­
est town large enough to have a 
hotel was Shelby. She was imme­
diately welcomed by the commu­
nity, and during a tour of the town 
she saw a building on Main Street
■
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that caught her eye.
“I had no idea what it was, but 
I knew I would work there,” 
Simonetti said. “I asked what it 
was, and they said, ‘Oh, that’s the 
Promoter, and they’re looking for 
a writer.”
Her resume was buried in her 
van, her degree was in English 
and her background was in tech­
nical writing, but Simonetti 
walked into the Shelby Promoter 
office and walked out with her 
first job in journalism.
“I had never even considered 
being a journalist,” she said.
The Shelby Prom oter, a 
weekly newspaper with a circula­
tion of 2,300, is owned by Brian 
and LeAnne Kavanagh. The 
Kavanaghs also own the Cut Bank  
Pioneer Press, the G lacier 
Reporter and the Valierian.
Brian Kavanagh said he hired 
Simonetti because of her enthusi­
asm for Shelby and her excite­
ment about the possibility of writ­
ing for the local newspapers.
“At the time, I wasn’t sure she 
was going to be the editor, but I 
knew we could use some writing 
help between our four weeklies,” 
Kavanagh said. “Although 
Barbara had little, if any, journal­
istic writing experience, she could 
write.”
Kavanagh, who lives in nearby 
Cut Bank and coaches the Cut 
Bank Wolves boys basketball 
team, promoted Simonetti from 
writer to editor just before 
Thanksgiving and just before the 
> high school basketball season 
began.
The Kavanaghs guided 
Simonetti toward sources and 
proofread the stories she faxes 
over every week, but they believe 
there’s no way to learn the trade 
except by doing it, she said.
“Talk about blam-o. I just 
dived in and tackled it,” she said. 
“You figure out later if you can do 
it.”
As the editor, lead designer 
and the only staff writer, 
Simonetti has had a crash course 
in every aspect of newspaper pro­
duction. It has been an at times 
nearly overwhelming lesson in
prioritizing and multi-tasking.
“Anyone at a small paper has 
to wear so many hats,” she said. “I 
must look really funny since I 
always wear at least three.”
The newspaper also has a part- 
time photographer, an advertise­
ment salesperson and an assistant 
editor who helps with advertising, 
design and the print shop.
“Two hundred die 
in a bombing in 
Spain, and we 
have a fiddling 
contest on the 
front page.”
- Barbara Simonetti, 
Shelby Promoter
Not only has the job been an 
adjustment, so has the coverage.
“I’m talking to people and 
writing about things I’ve never 
seen before,” Simonetti said.
“I went to a bull auction,” she 
recalled with some wonder. “The 
closest I’d ever been to a cow 
before was a commercial on T.V 
Looking at that cow, into its 
brown eyes, I thought, ‘That’s 
meat.’ It was a surreal experi­
ence.”
In her wood-paneled, window­
less office in the back of the 
Prom oter building, Simonetti 
picked up a copy of that week’s 
newspaper.
“The toughest thing so far is 
learning to come from a small­
town focus and leaving off the big 
news,” she said. “Two hundred die 
in a bombing in Spain, and we 
have a fiddling contest on the 
front page.”
She had to learn that her read­
ers get their international, nation­
al and probably even state news 
from other sources. So instead, 
she sticks to local issues and 
events.
Kavanagh said the biggest hur­
dle for Simonetti — besides the 
technical difficulty of figuring 
out the quirks of Quark Express, a 
page layout program — has been 
figuring out what constitutes 
“local” news.
“She would want to do a story 
about something exciting going 
on in Billings or Hamilton and I 
would have to show her a map,” 
he said.
The newspaper editorship in a 
small town is not a popular posi­
tion if done well, Simonetti said.
“Whatever ego you have is 
going to be smooshed to pieces,” 
she said. “I have to make the pre­
tense of having a thick skin. If 
you let someone walk over you in 
this job, you’re toast.”
While she said she wants peo­
ple to be able to call the office 
and scream at her, it’s another 
matter altogether when people 
phone in typos.
“There’s nothing I can do at 
that point,” she said.
However, overall the reaction 
from the community to her work 
has been positive.
“For every person with a com­
plaint, there are 10 with good 
things to say,” she said. “If that’s 
the way it goes, life is pretty 
good.”
Shelby Mayor Lar Bonderud 
said Simonetti is a great addition 
to the community and is quickly 
learning her position.
“It is a big job to be an editor 
of a rural newspaper,” Bonderud 
said. “It takes a person with broad 
shoulders to handle all of those 
responsibilities.”
Misquotes or misstatements 
are rare, he said, and “it has 
always been my experience that 
the misunderstanding or mistake 
is acknowledged and the appro­
priate correction occurs.”
Bonderud said Simonetti is 
getting a great feel for rural local 
government.
“Local government is where 
the citizens can literally get their 
hands on local officials anytime 
they want,” he said. “She is play­
ing a key role in informing the 
local citizenry about the local 
governmental issues which affect
36
Montana Journalism Review, Vol. 1 [2015], Iss. 33, Art. 1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mjr/vol1/iss33/1
their daily lives.”
As a former student body pres­
ident, Simonetti said she is excit­
ed about covering politics in this 
election year.
“What a great time to get 
started at a newspaper,” she said. 
“The local aspect is where you 
can make changes. I can’t wait to 
cover everything.”
Like many natural writers, 
Simonetti is a shy, introverted 
person more comfortable with 
technical writing and indexing. 
But all her life she’s forced her­
self to try new experiences.
“You have to stay open or you 
stop growing,” she said.
For many, finding the courage 
to talk to people can be one of 
the hardest parts of a journalist’s 
trade.
“You learn to fake it,” 
Simonetti said. “You feel the 
fear, but you do it anyway. You 
have to face it as an editor.”
Battling her shyness has been 
a lifelong process.
Growing up in New Orleans 
in the back of an antebellum 
mansion, Simonetti would sneak 
into blacks-only clubs to hear 
the great blues musicians per­
form. Long before the Hard 
Rock Cafe reached Beale Street 
in Memphis, young Simonetti’s 
mother tucked her under bars in 
New Orleans’ blue district and 
along Memphis’ most famous 
street.
She breathed sawdust and lis­
tened blues greats whose names 
have faded with the passing 
years. Blues to her is still 
scuffed feet and liquor bottles, 
seen through a child’s perspec­
tive.
The childhood obsession 
became a career, and she toured
North America with a blues and 
folk band. The same anxiety she 
faces when it’s time for her to 
conduct an interview, she felt as 
a performer. But she went on 
stage anyway.
“I don’t let my shyness stop 
me,” she said.
After 20 years as a profes­
sional musician, Simonetti 
headed back to college. At
“Anyone at a small 
paper has to wear so 
many hats. I must 
look really funny 
since I always wear 
at least three.”
- B arbara Sim onetti, 
Shelby  P rom oter
Vancouver’s Clark College, a 
community college of 12,500 
students, she was elected student 
body president and served two 
terms.
She continued her schooling 
at Evergreen State College in 
Olympia, graduating with an 
English degree in 2000.
Now her son, Jayson, 18, is 
the one in college. He’s a fresh­
man at Pacific Lutheran 
University. He’ll be in Shelby 
this summer and working at the 
Civics Center.
One of the few personal 
touches in Simonetti’s office is a 
picture of her son. They’ve 
always been close and separation 
from him has added to her feel­
ings of homesickness.
Simonetti has also had to 
adjust to the pace of newspaper 
work.
“To write fast and let it go is 
the most difficult and frustrating 
part,” she said. “You can’t be a 
perfectionist in this job.”
She starts having trouble 
sleeping on Sunday as she wor­
ries about creating another 
week’s paper.
Monday is pre-press day, and 
Tuesday she gives up sleep 
entirely, working 20 to 23 hours.
Making the transition from 
writer to editor has meant giving 
up writing at the office.
“There just isn’t time to write 
during the day,” she said. “That’s 
what I’d like to change.”
At the end of an 80-hour 
workweek, Simonetti does free­
lance writing, researches history 
and archeology and is slowly 
trying to learn Latin. She teach­
es knitting on Saturday morn­
ings at the Morning Glory shop, 
also on Main Street. “That’s my 
Zen meditation,” she said.
Sometimes Simonetti longs 
for the culture of a city, yearning 
for the symphony, the ballet and 
bookstores. And then there’s the 
rain. Or lack thereof in Shelby’s 
case.
But the right people are here, 
she said.
“Montanans are amazing,” 
she said. “These are rugged, 
extraordinary people.”
Simonetti said she plans to 
stay in Shelby forever.
“As frightened as I was, from 
the moment I got here, I had the 
feeling of arms around me,” she 
said. “I’m part of such a huge, 
wonderful family. Why would I 
ever leave?” ■
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Kristen Inbody graduated from  the University o f  Montana Journalism School in 2003. Now in the UM political 
science m aster’s program, Inbody is swiftly becoming a professional intern. This summer she is interning at the 
Ravalli Republic in Hamilton. She has also worked at the Boulder Monitor, Jefferson County Courier, Montana 
Standard, Montana Kaimin and the Las Vegas Review-Journal Washington, D.C. bureau.
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The end of the 
bulldog edition
Its top reporters were fired. Its editor quit. 
Now the Salt Lake Tribune is trying to right itself.
B y  B r i a n  S h a w
Phe Salt Lake Tribune has had to change its editorial culture in a single year. Its high-tension, competitive news­
room may have contributed to the 
newspaper’s excellent coverage of 
the 2002 Winter Olympic Games 
and the attendant financial scan­
dals, but it probably also led to the 
downfall of two of its star 
reporters and the subsequent res­
ignation of its long-time editor.
Following their commendable 
coverage of post-9/11 security for 
the Olympic Games, Tribune 
reporters Kevin Cantera’s and 
Michael Vigh’s $20,000 sale of 
information on the case of 
Elizabeth Smart to the National 
Enquirer put the Tribune in the 
glow of a harsh spotlight.
Coupled with a tense three- 
year courtroom battle over the 
Tribune s ownership, which put it 
into corporate control, the 
changes forced the paper to take a 
long look at itself.
Today, Salt Lake City is a met­
ropolitan area of about 1 million. 
Salt Lake’s population was about 
half that when James E. “Jay” 
Shelledy, took the helm as the 
editor of the Tribune in 1991 at 
the age of 48. Twenty-five years 
before that, as a reporter at a 
small Idaho daily, a young, ener­
getic Shelledy, fresh out of 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Wash., had served a jail sentence 
to protect his sources for a story. 
As a reporter, editor and publish­
er in Washington, Idaho and Utah, 
Shelledy had a reputation among 
colleagues as a First Amendment 
defender and a hard-nosed news­
man.
Shelledy started his Tribune 
tenure by periodically attacking 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, colloquially 
known as the Mormon Church, 
the state’s dominant religion. 
Tribune executive editor Tim 
Fitzpatrick says that since two- 
thirds of Utah’s readers are 
Mormon, the Tribune’s first 
instinct is to attack power, and in 
this case, he says that power is the 
LDS Church.
“In this state you have to learn 
to be selective,” Fitzpatrick says. 
“You choose your battles so the 
reporting indicates the church is 
overstepping its bounds.” 
Fitzpatrick believes that Shelledy 
just wanted to go for “the cheap 
joke,” the short, punctuated 
attacks on the religion.
Shelledy also changed the 
entire makeup of the Tribune, and 
quickly introduced an atmosphere 
of fear and favoritism in the news­
room, says Fitzpatrick. “He moti­
vated people with tension,” 
Fitzpatrick says. “He didn’t mind 
[tension] in a newsroom. A cer­
tain amount of it keeps your staff 
sharp. He understood comfort 
breeds complacency.”
Shelledy needs to receive 
credit for dragging the paper into 
the 21st century, says Connie 
Coyne, Tribune reader advocate, 
and a hire of Shelledy’s. “It was-
n’t all nega­
tive. He did a 
lot of things 
for this paper,” 
she says, pointing to the paper’s 
2002 Winter Olympic Games cov­
erage. “The downside of it was 
instead of a general picking lieu­
tenants and colonels who could 
make a stronger military unit, Jay 
weakened the overall operation of 
the newsroom,” says Coyne.
During his 12 years at the 
Tribune, Fitzpatrick says, 
Shelledy’s management tech­
niques had a tendency to alienate 
reporters from other reporters and 
vice versa. Such is the case with 
Cantera and Vigh, Shelledy’s top 
“bulldogs,” as Shelledy called 
them, perhaps a reference to the 
his alma mater, the Gonzaga 
Bulldogs.
Shelledy says he had a vested 
interest in reporters who “would 
take whatever assignment I asked 
of them.” Cantera was a reporter 
at Salt Lake City Weekly—then 
known as Private Eye Weekly— 
before accepting a position three 
years ago at the Tribune as a 
police reporter. Vigh was hired 
five years ago after several years 
as a reporter at the Tooele 
Transcript-Bulletin, a small twice- 
weekly 30 miles west of Salt 
Lake. Shelledy nicknamed the 
team “Vigtera.”
Coyne says the Tribune police 
desk also may not have been 
ready for Cantera and Vigh’s 
cocky, pugnacious reportorial 
styles. This led Shelledy to take a
*
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personal interest in Cantera’s and 
Vigh’s stories, and in some cases, 
to take the last look at them 
before their publication, Coyne 
says. Before Smart’s abduction, 
Coyne says Shelledy had discour­
aged the kind of police coverage 
his bulldogs started doing at the 
Tribune.
Shelledy also admits he was 
persuaded to change his mind in 
part by Cantera’s and Vigh’s 
reporting skills during the 2002 
Winter Olympics when they cov­
ered post-9/11 Olympic security 
issues. “It was apparent that when 
the story broke, they had devel­
oped sources since they had 
worked (on Olympic security),” 
Coyne says. The sources came in 
handy during the first weeks of 
Smart’s abduction, she says, 
which may have been the reason 
the Tribune was scooping its rival, 
the Deseret News, which the LDS 
Church owns.
But Coyne also acknowledges 
that Cantera’s and Vigh’s willing­
ness to cooperate with the 
National Enquirer, a supermarket 
tabloid that in Shelledy’s words, 
“regularly tests the resolve of the 
First Amendment,” may have 
resulted from Shelledy’s attitude 
toward police coverage.
“The police desk felt they were 
underappreciated,” Coyne says. 
“It worsened over the years until 
the kidnapping broke.” The news­
room was still recuperating from 
the Olympics, which had only 
been over for three months, 
Coyne recalls. News days were 
slow.
Then every­
thing changed 
with Sm art’s 
abduction.
“Boom, we 
have another 
story that gen­
erated interest,” 
Coyne says.
Hordes of 
national media 
returned to Salt 
Lake. In those 
nine months, 
Coyne says,
“Talking to the 
N ational 
Enquirer is like 
drinking water 
from a toilet 
bowl ”
-  Jay Shelledy, 
form er Salt Lake 
Tribune editor
Cantera and Vigh pursued every 
lead in the case like the two bull­
dogs Shelledy had always wanted. 
They became known to the 
nation’s news media, participating 
in interviews on cable and net­
work TV stations, and nearly 
landed a role as consultants for a 
made-for-TV movie, a gig that 
Shelledy says he deep-sixed as 
their editor.
Eventually, on a phone tip on 
TV’s “America’s Most Wanted,” 
suspects Brian David Mitchell and 
Wanda Barzee were found in 
March 2003, walking in white 
hooded ankle-length gowns with 
Smart along State Street in Sandy, 
a suburb south of Salt Lake City, 
their faces shrouded in secrecy.
Now that their daughter had 
been found alive, Ed and Lois 
Smart were extremely interested 
in pursuing any news leaks that 
they felt might jeopardize their 
case against Mitchell and Barzee. 
They hired attorney Randy Dryer, 
well known to Utah journalists 
and a First Amendment expert. 
Ultimately, Dryer called the 
National Enquirer, which had run 
a story several months earlier in 
July 2002. Called “Utah Cops: 
Secret Diary Exposes Family Sex 
Ring,” the story speculated 
among other things that the 
Smarts were involved in homo­
sexual activities.
The Enquirer pointed back to 
Cantera and Vigh as their main 
sources for the July article. The 
Smarts demanded a retraction. 
They also wanted to know the 
sources of the reporters’ informa­
tion. Previous news reports indi­
cated they told Dryer who their 
sources were. However, James 
Fisher, an assistant professor of 
communication at the University 
of Utah who was hired by 
Shelledy as executive graphics 
editor in 1991, says that they did 
not reveal their sources, and that 
their firings were politically moti­
vated. “They went to [executive 
editor] Fitzpatrick and said, ‘Here 
are our resignations,’” Fisher 
says.
Fitzpatrick told the pair on
April 17 that he would okay the 
resignations, but had to call 
Shelledy at his cabin in Idaho 
first. On the phone Shelledy 
demanded to know why they were 
quitting. “I told them, ‘You’re 
going to tell me, dammit. You’re 
going to tell me in the seal of con­
fession,”’ Shelledy says.
Cantera and Vigh then admit­
ted to Shelledy that they sold 
information to Alan Butterfield, a 
University of Utah Department of 
Communication alumnus cover- j 
ing the Smart kidnapping for the 
Enquirer, who wrote the July 
2002 story.
Shelledy contacted Michael 
O’Brien, the Tribune’s attorney, 
and nothing else was said publicly 
for 10 days. Fisher says that 
Cantera and Vigh had told 
Butterfield that they could not be 
used as sources in his story. In the 
end, Shelledy did not hear that 
part of a tape that Butterfield 
secretly recorded, and did not 
waver in his decision to fire the 
pair.
Fisher, however, attributes 
Cantera’s and Vigh’s firings to a 
carefully planned three-pronged 
attack: first, the Enquirer would 
use Cantera and Vigh as primary 
sources of information on the 
Elizabeth Smart kidnapping case.
But the tabloid had already pur­
chased the information from sev­
eral local and federal law enforce­
ment agencies in exchange for 
large, unspecified sums of money, 
he says. Second, he says the 
Enquirer would pursue the 
sources used by Cantera and 
Vigh in their work on the Smart 
case, though the two reporters 
were told they would only be used 
as deep background in any 
Enquirer story about Smart. 
Lastly, Fisher says the Enquirer 
would tape all of the conversa­
tions between their newspaper 
and the two Tribune reporters.
Fisher says Butterfield sealed 
the information deal with Cantera 
and Vigh in a summer 2002 meet­
ing at a Salt Lake City restaurant.
It is important to note, says 
Fisher, that Cantera and Vigh did
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not pursue Butterfield; 
Butterfield pursued them. 
Repeated attempts to contact 
Butterfield for comment were 
unsuccessful.
Coyne says she saw the writing 
on the wall when Camera’s and 
Vigh’s dealings with the Enquirer 
were first exposed in Shelledy’s 
weekly column on April 27. 
“Talking to the National Enquirer 
is like drinking water from a toilet 
bowl,” Shelledy wrote.
Neither Cantera nor Vigh actu­
ally violated newsroom policy by 
talking to the tabloid, Shelledy 
says. But their $20,000 sale of 
information to the Enquirer was 
in direct violation of the Tribune s 
policy on freelancing. “I disci­
plined them as I saw fit,” says 
Shelledy. “They received proba­
tion for one year, were told not to 
engage in any outside work on the 
Smart case, and were moved off 
the case.”
Shelledy’s decision to fire the 
pair came a couple of days later. 
The last straw, in Shelledy’s view, 
was when Cantera and Vigh 
allegedly admitted, in a private 
meeting in his office on April 29, 
to providing more information 
than just background to 
Butterfield. This confrontation 
took place after the Deseret News 
had released excerpts from a tape 
played by Butterfield, in which 
Cantera was reportedly heard 
calling his editors “real light­
weights.”
The same day, a petition com­
plaining of Shelledy’s perceived 
light punishment for his bulldogs 
circulated the newsroom, notes 
Fisher. “The newsroom was like 
the inside of a hornet’s nest after 
some fool whacked it,” Coyne 
wrote in her weekly statement to 
Tribune readers, describing the 
atmosphere. Tribune reporter and 
former City Weekly editor 
Christopher Smart, a distant rela­
tion to the Smarts, told then-City 
Weekly reporter Shane McCammon 
over the phone that the staff resem­
bled “a lynch mob,” as it gathered 
over 40 signatures for the petition.
Working alongside Shelledy for
over 10 years, Coyne knew him 
well. When anything happened in 
the newsroom, she says he would 
be the first editor to storm out of 
his office, but not this time. 
“When I saw him stay in his 
office I knew it was the end,” she 
says.
Shelledy resigned on April 30. 
He says he had simply had 
enough. “I was mentally exhaust­
ed,” Shelledy says. “It was time 
for a change.”
“The problems in this (Smart) 
case were not Cantera and Vigh,” 
Fisher says. “Things were not 
handled at an editor’s level.”
Had Cantera’s and Vigh’s sto­
ries gone through proper chan­
nels, Fisher believes they could 
have caught the problems with the 
Tom Smart story, too. “There 
should have been three editors 
who should have caught some­
thing,” he says of the story that 
named Smart, a current Deseret 
M orning News photo editor and 
Elizabeth’s uncle, as a key suspect 
in her disappearance.
Instead, the Am erican  
Journalism Review  first reported 
in August 2003 that Tony 
Semerad, Tribune news editor, 
had the only hard look at that 
copy. “Connie (Coyne) was told 
to back off well before the publi­
cation of the libelous article,” 
Fisher says. “And so was [current 
Tribune editorial page editor] 
Vem Anderson.”
Shelledy says he was out of 
town when the story printed and 
only heard excerpts read to him 
over the phone. “We didn’t handle 
the Tom Smart story well,” he 
says. Coyne says that Anderson 
believed it needed major revision 
and said it was not worthy of pub­
lication that day. He called 
Shelledy at his Idaho cabin, and 
Shelledy told him to “back off the 
story.”
A longtime Associated Press 
news editor for 18 years, Anderson 
did not like hearing that he could 
not make changes he deemed nec­
essary, so he simply walked out, 
says Coyne.
Before Shelledy quit, he did
Jay Shelledy, resigned as editor 
of the Salt Lake Tribune in April 
after 12 years on the job.
two things that set the changes 
into motion. First he asked Joel 
Campbell, a local expert on ethics 
and a Brigham Young University 
professor to conduct an investiga­
tion into the Tribune’s newsroom 
practices. Second, he phoned the 
Poynter Institute in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., and suggested 
that ethics specialists Bob Steele 
and Pam Johnson come to Salt 
Lake City immediately, assess the 
situation at the Tribune and help 
draft a new newsroom ethics 
policy.
Campbell tapped Fisher to 
assist in his investigation. What 
they found, says Fisher, was an 
example of how much of a role 
Shelledy played in the Tribune 
newsroom of old. “The main 
problem we found in the news­
room were management practices 
that pretty much sorted them­
selves out when Shelledy left.”
The star system that Shelledy 
had created made more enemies 
at the Tribune than it did friends, 
according to Fisher, who conduct­
ed extensive, confidential person­
al interviews with Tribune 
staffers. “It creates a two-or three­
tiered citizenship in the news­
room,” he says. “It’s just a horri­
ble way to manage a newsroom.”
The investigation also found 
that the Tribune’s reporters had 
“violated several portions of a 
written Tribune policy on outside 
employment,” further stating in 
their report that all stories or notes
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obtained are the sole property of 
the newspaper. Additionally, its 
reporters “became sources for 
other news media,” such as the 
National Enquirer, hampering their 
traditional journalistic roles.
They also found examples in 
which reports had been changed 
and of the reporter’s spin being 
modified in those reports, Fisher 
says. However, they found no 
journalistic problems in the sto­
ries of Vigh or Cantera.
The two bulldogs tried their 
hand as private investigators after 
the Enquirer affair, Fisher says. 
Eventually they lost their jobs. 
Vigh is in Las Vegas, working in 
telemarketing, while Cantera is in 
Salt Lake City, preparing to 
return to graduate school, Fisher 
says. “It’s a shame that two bright, 
young kids have their careers 
ruined like this—Vigh and 
Cantera are 33, each with a wife 
and three children—and it’s a sad 
state of affairs for them,” Fisher 
says.
Poynter’s inquiry hinted at 
“favoritism, sexism and religious 
bias” in the Tribune’s newsroom. 
It also recommended a complete 
retooling of the Tribune’s ethics 
policy, including staff in its devel­
opment, and training staff to 
make ethical decisions.
Steele notes that Poynter’s 
report found similarities to the 
New York Times organizational 
newsroom culture, which recently 
underwent a scandal involving 
reporter Jayson Blair. “It was not 
unique, although the combination 
did have some rarities,” he says.
Finally, Poynter suggested that 
the Tribune should “regularly 
explain to reporters and readers 
the ‘why and how’ of ethical deci­
sions.’” Coyne likens the news­
room under Shelledy to a job she 
had as a young reporter at the 
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) News,
now the Sun-Sentinel. She says a 
former editor once told her, “I 
may not always be right but I am 
never wrong.”
Shelledy’s successor was in for 
a world of newsroom changes. 
Dean Singleton, the new publish­
er of the Tribune after a court­
room victory, called on one of his 
own in his Media News family. 
Nancy Conway, an executive edi­
tor at the Oakland (Calif.)
“I think reporters 
and editors 
produce more 
work when they 
feel more 
secure.”
- C onnie Coyne, 
S a lt L ake  Tribune  
R ea d er advoca te
Tribune, replaced Shelledy. 
“Nancy is a quieter presence, is 
not bombastic and tends to work 
toward the consensus,” she says. 
“She is involving the editors in 
the process of making the paper 
better.”
“It’s a longer process,” Coyne 
says of Conway’s team-oriented 
approach, in comparison to 
Shelledy’s individuality. “But it 
will be worthwhile in the end.” 
For example, she pointed out that 
in the newsroom there are now 
two line editors at each desk 
instead of seven or eight at sepa­
rate desks. “You (as a reporter) 
should always have a shot at one 
line editor,” she says. “It involves 
developing a better relationship 
(with the editor).” Conway told 
the entire staff that they, too, can
be involved in the process of 
improvement, Coyne says. “It’s 
taken a lot of patience on Nancy’s 
part to get people to start talking 
again,” Coyne says. “People were 
afraid to talk in Shelledy’s pres­
ence and most did not.”
Shelledy is now an adjunct 
professor teaching a class on 
media ethics at Utah State 
University. Steele says he is 
happy to see that Shelledy is now 
reflecting on his time at the 
Tribune. “I think reflections are 
always healthy,” he says. “Ideally 
editors and other leaders should 
see the weaknesses so they can be 
addressed.”
Shelledy himself believes that 
the newsroom is making steady 
progress toward changing the 
newsroom culture he created. He 
is in touch with Tribune editors 
twice weekly. He believes that 
Cantera and Vigh should be able 
to work as journalists again in 
about five years, once people for­
get about the National Enquirer 
affair. “I think it’s a shame when 
you have promising careers 
wrecked,” he says. “I would hope 
that in time they would choose to 
come back,” Shelledy says.
“People (in the newsroom) 
were battered,” Shelledy says. 
“When you have four different 
owners (during Shelledy’s tenure) 
and another five benefit-package 
changes, it really becomes serious 
stuff.” Cantera and Vigh plan a 
“tell-all” book about their experi­
ence, in which their sources may 
be revealed.
As for the Tribune’s future, 
Coyne says it looks better. “I think 
it’s a lot safer and quieter (around 
the newsroom),” she says. “I think 
reporters and editors produce 
more work when they feel more 
secure,” she said. “Nobody wants 
to work in a newsroom where an 
opinion is not expected.” ■
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Connecting the dots • •••••••
from Alberta to Arizona
Headwaters covers environmental news throughout the West
B y  R a m e y  C o r n
Readers of daily newspa­pers in the Rocky Mountain West often 
struggle to find stories that con­
nect overall trends, events and 
policy changes taking place in 
each state. This makes it difficult 
for readers to see a clear picture 
of what the entire region is under­
going.
“There are a lot of common 
concerns and issues that don’t 
stop at state boundaries, or the 
Canadian border, or at a news­
paper’s limit of circulation,” 
said Greg Lakes, editor of 
Headwatersnews.org.
“What Headwaters can do is 
tie those things together and give 
people a bigger picture,” he said.
Headwatersnews.org, an online 
regional news service based in
Missoula allows readers to easily 
scroll through stories taken directly 
from 50 different newspapers 
throughout the Rocky Mountain 
West. The site quickly gives the 
reader an in-depth understanding of 
what issues are occurring across 
the region, by tying state trends 
together.
“Arguably, never before has the 
West undergone such dramatic 
changes,” Lakes said. “People in 
Arizona and Alberta, Boulder and 
Salt Lake, Boise and Billings, 
they all deal with a lot of the same 
issues. The geography is different 
but the core values are similar and 
the problems are the same.”
Headwatersnews.org is a proj­
ect of the Center for the Rocky 
Mountain West (CRMW)—a 
regional studies and public policy 
center at the University of 
Montana. The site was created in
February 1999 through a three- 
year grant from the Hewlett 
Foundation, established by 
William and Flora Hewlett, which 
continues to fund today. This 
year, the annual fundraiser, which 
did not ask readers to donate a 
specific amount, raised just under 
$10,000 dollars. Five thousand of 
that came from the Liz Claiborne 
and Art Ortenberg Foundation. 
The site also receives additional 
revenue through a grant from the 
Northwest Area Foundation and 
from news services that 
Headwaters provides to Idaho 
Public Television.
Headwaters reflects the cen­
ter’s mission, which is to try to 
build an identity for the region, 
Lakes said. According to 
CRMW’s Web site, “The Center 
for the Rocky Mountain West is a 
resource for a region which its
By LISA HORNSTEIN 
Greg Lakes works at his 
computer in his home office.
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people care deeply about, a 
resource they can use to better 
understand the region’s past and 
present, and to explore and share 
aspirations for its future.”
Headwaters tries to build an 
understanding of the region one 
piece at a time, Lakes said.
“We build that identity a head­
line at a time. This is the West 
today, in 25 headlines and seven 
different categories. Here’s a 
snapshot about what the West is 
all about right now, and at the end 
of the week you have what the 
West is all about this week. By the 
end of the year you have what the 
West was all about this year.”
The founders of Headwaters 
News envisioned a site to provide 
a regional link to people in differ­
ent states, but who are affected by 
the same issues, said Daniel 
Kemmis, director of CRMW.
“Headwaters is a tool for see­
ing what’s happening region wide 
and on a daily basis,” Kemmis 
said.
Lakes became the editor in 
August 1999. He 
is assisted only by 
a part time editor, 
Shellie Nelson. 
Prior to
H e a d w a t e r s ,  
Lakes spent the 
last 20 years 
working for Lee 
Enterprise news­
papers in
W h i t e f  i s h , 
Missoula and 
Hamilton. His 
positions varied at 
the Missoulian 
from a reporter for 
12 years, to assis­
tant news editor, 
assistant city edi­
tor, web editor and 
bureau chief, 
along with man­
aging editor at the 
Ravalli Republic.
Lakes has three 
degrees from the 
University of Montana: a Bachelor 
of Science in wildlife biology, a 
Bachelor of Arts from the School 
of Journalism and recently a
“Arguably, never before 
has the West undergone 
such dramatic changes. 
People in Arizona and 
Alberta, Boulder and 
Salt Lake, Boise and 
Billings, they all deal 
with a lot of the same 
issues. The geography 
is different but the core 
values are similar and 
the problems are the 
same.”
- G reg Lakes, ed ito r o f  
H eadw aters news, org
Master of Business 
Administration from the School 
of Business.
For Lakes, his days start early. 
Six days a week at 4:30 a.m. he 
rises, makes a strong pot of cof­
fee, and reads 50 online newspa­
pers. He summarizes the most 
important stories that pertain to 
states in the West, and by 9 a.m. 
he has created Headwaters- 
news.org.
The idea of Headwaters News 
is to look at newspapers from 
eight states and two provinces that 
make up the Rocky Mountain 
West (Arizona, New Mexico, 
Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming, Nevada, Alberta and 
British Columbia) in order to edu­
cate readers about the entire 
region.
Headwaters works in a con- 
nect-the-dots type of scenario for 
the reader, Lakes said. A story 
about drought from New Mexico 
can be tied with a drought story in 
Colorado and with one about 
water shortage for farmers in 
Idaho. The idea is to cover the 
entire region, pulling stories from 
every state in order for the reader 
to see the bigger picture of what 
the West is undergoing. 
Headwaters is about the commu­
nity and the over-arching identity 
of the Rocky Mountain West, 
with no relation to state bound­
aries, Lakes said.
“We look at issues, problems, 
solutions, culture, geography and 
more natural concepts than the 
artificial lines of a map,” Lakes 
said. Lakes said he generally 
reads the top, regional and opin­
ion stories from each paper to 
find common trends.
“I basically look at stories and 
say, ‘What does this tell us about 
the West?’” Lakes said. 
After reading an article, Lakes 
writes a brief synopsis of the 
issue and puts it on the Web site 
under the correct category. He 
then makes a link of the original 
article from the paper. If readers 
want to read the article in full they 
can click the link.
“The reason that I write the 
synopsis is that I have the latitude
to draw a connection, to make it 
regional in a way that the reporter 
writing the story may have never 
thought to, or would have done 
because of the audience they are 
writing for,” Lakes said. “Ninety- 
five percent of the synopsis is 
based on what the story said.”
The site is broken into different 
areas of focus: Opinion, Beyond 
the Region, In depth, Community, 
Environment, Politics, Tribes, 
Legislature and Economy. Under 
each category Lakes only puts a 
few synopses, so the reader is not 
bogged down by what to read.
“We deliberately keep the 
number of stories to a minimum 
just to make it an easy index,” 
Lakes said. “People can get at it 
pretty quickly and see if there’s 
something that peaks their inter­
est, but if there’s not, they don’t 
spend half the morning at it 
because they wouldn’t do it.” 
As well as searching through 
newspapers every day, Lakes also 
writes an analysis on the Western 
Perspective page that introduces a 
new issue every other week.
Unlike a newspaper, which can 
only be delivered with in a 
certain area of circulation, 
Headwaters is not limited by its 
geography because it is available 
via the Internet. Headwaters is 
available to its readers no matter 
where in the world they are, as 
long as they have access to the 
Internet.
Because the focus of the site is 
specifically the West, Headwaters 
also has the freedom to only focus 
on stories that pertain to that 
region. The site does not have to 
cover the day-to-day stories like 
newspapers do, Lakes said.
“Newspapers focus on a core 
area, and things that happen close 
to home are more important by 
definition.... the things that affect 
your readers most are the most 
important,” Lakes said.
By not having to put in the 
every day stories like a newspaper 
does, Headwaters is able to be a 
specific news provider for its 
readers, he said. And Headwaters 
is just one of many sites which 
provide their readers with this
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type of information.
Headwaters News is a trend as 
big as the Internet, Lakes said.
“There are literally hundreds 
of thousands if not millions of 
sites out there, all of which collect 
information according to some­
one’s agenda, or someone’s point 
of view,” Lakes said. “You name 
it, it’s out there.”
Though Headwaters offers 
information in the same sense as 
other Web sites, it differs from 
other sites because it follows jour­
nalistic principles and values by 
collecting information using the 
same standard and ethics as a 
newspaper, Lakes said.
“What we do is more in the realm 
of journalism,” he said. “We draw on 
main stream newspapers; stories 
written by trained and practicing 
journalists so we have few problems 
with credibility.”
Though the site is not without 
an agenda, he said, it’s a benign one. 
“We just want to tell people about 
the region they live in, and give 
them the information that the 
movers and shakers need to kind of 
see where we are and decide where 
we want to go as a region,” Lakes 
said.
Headwaters reflects CRMW’s 
mission, he said. The center is 
engaged in constructing dialogue 
and generally believes that some 
issues are better solved with collab­
oration than with conflict, he said.
“We’ve been doing the conflict 
thing since I was in journalism 
school, and that just keeps going 
\ around in the same circles, but 
there’s some exciting things being 
done with collaboration,” Lakes 
said.
When people spend time 
together working out issues and 
coming up with solutions, it’s 
very exciting, he said.
“Resolution has been pretty 
rare, especially with natural
resource issues,” Lakes said. 
Lakes, who had worked at a daily 
newspaper, or some capacity of, 
for close to 20 years, said he 
wanted to work for Headwaters 
News because of its novelty.
“I like the idea of focusing on 
policy issues, kind of bigger pic­
ture things, things that in a sense 
are more important,” Lakes said. 
“A lot of stuff that goes into a 
newspaper are things that sort of 
have to. Purely local issues are 
important right there and then, 
but really don’t build a bigger pic­
ture.”
To Lakes, Headwaters feels 
like good journalism.
“It’s kind of what public jour­
nalism is all about,” Lakes said. 
“We have an interactive forum 
where we present a guest column, 
and we invite people to respond. 
The idea is to get an ‘informed’ 
dialogue going about some of 
these issues, to get people talking.”
Every day 3,500 people read 
Headwaters, Lakes said. Half of 
those are subscribers and half hit 
the site on their own.
The response to Headwaters 
has been overwhelmingly posi­
tive, Lakes said. “Ninety-five per­
cent of the feedback that we get is 
complimentary, and it’s cool to 
get that kind of encouragement.”
Headwaters has a diverse audi­
ence. Its readers consist of jour­
nalists across the region, includ­
ing those at national publications 
such as USA Today and the 
Economist.
Other audience segments 
include educators, such as univer­
sity and community college pro­
fessors, some of whom use 
Headwaters as required reading; 
directors and staff members at 
regional policy centers; govern­
ment officials; state fish and 
wildlife agency officials; county 
commissioners; environmental
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organizations, and 
conservation organi­
zations, such as the 
National Wildlife 
Federation.
Patrick O’Driscoll, 
a national correspon­
dent for USA Today, 
based in the Denver 
bureau, said that he 
reads Headwaters as 
part of his daily “sur­
veillance” of news, 
ideas, topics and 
issues across the inte­
rior West.
“I use Headwaters 
simply because there’s 
no way I have the time to read 
every major paper (and a few 
minor ones) in the West every 
day,” O’Driscoll said in an e-mail 
response. “I’d never get anything 
else done. Headwaters takes a 
good first whack at the daily 
overview of important issues in 
the region. Not every important 
issue. Not every comer of the 
region. But enough of them to 
make it an essential first-read.”
Lakes said the favorite part of 
his job is waking up every morn­
ing and wondering what is going 
on in the region, to find that story, 
and watch everything unfold.
“Sometimes I find a story in 
Idaho that may not seem very sig­
nificant, then an hour later I’ll 
read something from Colorado 
that pertains to the issue in Idaho, 
then later I’ll put those two 
together with a story from 
Arizona and soon that one isolat­
ed thing from Idaho has become a 
whole idea that’s taking place 
across the region. It’s pretty fun to 
watch that happen,” Lakes said.
However, by the end of the 
week, Lakes said he’s ready to 
sleep in. “By Friday I’m pretty 
tired of getting up early,” Lakes 
said. “I’m sort of fried by then.” ■
By LISA HORNSTEIN
Greg Lakes and his 
assistant Shellie Nelson
Ramey Corn grew up in the Bitterroot Valley and graduated from  the University o f  Montana with a B.A. in print 
journalism  and a minor in history. She has ju s t returned from  fo u r  months in Argentina and Chile where s e an er 
boyfriend hiked in the shadows o fC erro  Torre and Fitz Roy. Currently, Corn is living in Missoula and jlexing her 
journalistic skills by writing articles fo r  free, volunteering at non-profits and waitressing.
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Montana politics’ funny side
Cartoonist John 
Watson has spent 
more than 30 years 
parodying the ups 
and downs o f politics 
in the Treasure State
B Y  JED G o t t l ie b  cartoonists as instructors. During the three-year
course, famous cartoonists like A1 Capp (“Li’l
In 1968, John Watson was keeping a close eye on Abner”), Whitney Darrow (The New Yorker) and Great Falls, Mont., politics. An aspiring newspa- Virgil Partch (Collier’s) instructed Watson through perman and cartoonist, Watson was looking for the mail by tracing over his drawings and making 
an issue pregnant with parody. Great Falls had notes and corrections.
recently elected its first woman mayor and she was “A1 Capp once told me, ‘John, you have a real tal- 
taking a lot of heat from some‘good-ol’-boy’ coun- ent for originality, drawing and producing a gag 
cil members, says Watson. The problem—as Watson line...but you can’t letter for beans’,” says Watson, 
saw it—was a need for the mayor to baby-sit the “From that day on, I have printed everything I do. 
council as it displayed its tantrums during city meet- I’m not even sure I can write anymore. But, I can 
ings. Watson penciled a satire of the childish council letter like a machine.”
and submitted it to the Great Falls Tribune. A few After a thirty-year career in newspaper—during 
days later, he got his reply. The editorial page editor which Watson had some luck publishing cartoons, 
wanted the cartoon. However, Watson would have to but it was still strictly a hobby—he retired after 12 
pay for the process of converting his parody into a years as the publisher of the Miles City Star. Upon 
mat for use in their letterpress operation. retirement, Watson made cartooning, specifically
“In the end, I paid for the cartoon to be produced lampoons of Montana politics, his full time passion, 
and I believe that speaks volumes about the values of “A good political cartoon will draw attention to a 
a beginning political cartoonist,” says Watson. “Or politician or political event in a humorous way that 
at least, this political cartoonist.” will stick with the reader,” he says. “One should
Before Watson aspired to be a political cartoon- always produce a smile and a pause. The pause is 
ist, he was a kid who doodled. After years of amateur important because it is working its opinion on the 
sketches, Watson thought it was time for some pro- reader’s mind. If they agree, they feel good that 
fessional guidance. When he was out of high school, someone else sees it the way they do. If they dis- 
he searched out the best cartoon training he could agree, they—hopefully—will act on that and 
find. At the time, it was a correspondence school in respond in some fashion. Either way, they have 
Westport, Conn., called the “Famous Cartoonists become part of the political process that is so impor- 
School.” The school featured ten of the world’s best tant to this country.” ■
u e i P j  
Tve votrficiAN^
m  a m w .
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The Montana Legislature was 
working hard at locating 
additional revenue for the 
budget. “As is usually 
the case, user fees got a 
close look, ” says Watson. 
“And, tobacco users seem to 
be a favorite patsy.”
Gov. Martz promised not to 
raise taxes and her budget 
woes inspired Watson to pose 
Martz on Santa’s knee hoping 
for a Christmas miracle.
Martz performance rating:
Following a poll regarding her per­
formance, Governor Martz said she 
thought the “only fa ir” response 
should have been counted on the 
positive side. Watson says he 
couldn’t resist a cartoon showing her 
probability as a one-term governor.
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Small-town Montana photographer Erik Peterson shoots with an eye
to make everyday images exceptional
B y  K e l l y n  B r o w n
Erik Peterson sat at his small kitchen table drinking a Rolling Rock.
The 28-year-old photographer 
seemed a bit embarrassed about 
being interviewed.
He’s normally on the other 
side of the story, finding new 
ways and new angles to approach 
old subjects at the 4,000-circula­
tion Livingston Enterprise. His 
unique eye has garnered him 
respect in the field of photojour­
nalism quickly, despite having 
little academic training.
He has come a long way since 
first arriving at the Enterprise, 
when he often wondered what it 
was like to be a so-called “real 
photographer.” But for Peterson, 
the experience and the accolades 
arrived quickly. Peterson won the 
NPPA (National Press 
Photographers Association) 
region nine photographer of the 
year award in 2003. Then he won 
it again in 2004.
He acknowledged winning the 
award for the second year in a
row was significant, but charac­
teristically shied away from giv­
ing himself to much credit. After 
all, he said, “There are so many 
good photographers in this 
region.”
But few have the eye Peterson 
has, and even fewer are self- 
taught and successful in such a 
competitive field.
Originally, Peterson thought he 
would be a writer and studied 
communications at St. Cloud 
University in Minnesota. Like 
many aspiring journalists, he 
wrote for the school newspaper.
(^due ru t L in a  o ld  id n ew  ac^ain
By GARRETT CHEEN
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U. By ERIK PETERSON
Matt Gray, 15, jumps off a stack of round bales onto a trampoline in Paradise Valley while performing a move he called the "suicide. 
Editors of America 24/7, a book project that involved photojournalists in 50 states documenting America during one week in May, chose 
this shot as one of their lead pictures.
The photo editor at the paper 
introduced him to photography. 
Peterson took one beginning 
photo course, graduated and 
moved to the Gallatin Valley to 
work construction. But he kept 
shooting, did some freelance 
work and had his eyes open for a 
photo position in the area.
When a photography position 
opened up at the Enterprise, 
Peterson took his portfolio to 
managing editor Stephen Matlow, 
who said at the beginning of his 
career he “showed promise.” 
Four years later, however, 
Matlow said bluntly, “I’ve 
worked with some really good 
shooters. Erik is the best natural
shooter I’ve ever seen.”
The NPPA apparently agreed. 
Peterson beat out the big boys, 
such as the photographers at the 
Sa lt Lake Tribune, the Rocky  
Mountain News in Denver, and 
many strong shooters from 
Montana dailies, for the second 
year in a row.
He said there is no secret to 
him winning the contest. Adding, 
“More than anything, I’m just 
looking for stuff that works.”
Often, Peterson is assigned to 
feature photos, an advantage and 
a frustration to photographers 
working at a small newspaper 
such as the Enterprise. With a 
dearth of daily hard news,
Matlow would send Peterson out 
and tell him, “Show me some­
thing new. Or, show me some­
thing old in a new way.”
Whether it was a horses stand­
ing on a prairie, a veteran raising 
an American flag or a young boy 
battling a rare illness—most of 
the photos Peterson shot had been 
done before. He just approached 
his subjects in a different way. 
“His pictures stood out,” Matlow 
said. “He showed me something 
new every day.”
Peterson gives Matlow much 
of the credit for improving so 
quickly. At a small newspaper, 
where there is only one photogra­
pher, it can often be hard to find a
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By GARRETT CHEEN
While on assignment, Peterson drives in his pickup truck through 
the Paradise Valley searching for “wild art." Working at a small 
town daily enables Peterson to keep his eyes open for anything 
new or different while driving around his narrow coverage area.
By GARRETT CHEEN
Peterson crouches low below Immigrant Peak in Paradise Valley as 
he tries to capture the spirit of an antelope.
MONTANA LASER SCREEDING LLC
MATT WHETZEL
1594 S . V a l l e y  C r e e k  R d . A r l e e , MT 59821
P h o n e  (406) 726-3316 C e l l  (406) 240-3444
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“I’ve worked with some really 
good shooters.
Erik is the best natural shooter 
I’ve ever seen.”
-  Stephen Matlow, 
L ivingston  E nterprise  
m anaging  ed itor
critic. But he called the Enterprise an extension of his educa­
tion. Along with Matlow, Peterson would send his photos to 
photographers at larger newspapers and even wandered into 
the University of Montana School of Journalism to ask pro­
fessors there, how he could improve.
“The industry is just flooded with photographers,” 
Peterson. “To set yourself apart you constantly have to have a 
passion for it.”
To earn the NPPA regional photographer of the year award 
you also have to be consistent. Each month, Peterson entered 
nine photographs and was judged in five different categories. 
He was strong in each category, but his feature photos consis­
tently scored high.
“It’s a whole lot of pressure you put on yourself” said for­
mer Bozeman Daily Chronicle photo editor Doug Loneman.
Loneman won the award five years in row between 1996 
and 2000.
He said he is not surprised another photographer from the 
region is beating out larger newspapers. The freedom many 
shooters have at smaller papers coupled with a quality pool of 
applicants eager to work in Montana, results in a slew of good 
shooters in the area.
Like Matlow, Loneman said Peterson’s strength is that he 
gives readers something they haven’t seen before.
“And I think he can do even better than what he’s already 
done,” Loneman said. “He’s a good person too. You don’t 
always get the two going together.”
Peterson brushes off the accolades and is quick to point out 
he has long way to go before matching Loneman’s five con­
secutive NPPA awards.
But in a way he is already following in his footsteps. 
Loneman recently left the Chronicle and the paper hired 
Peterson.
“They’re some big shoes to fill,” Peterson said. “Doug’s 
been an institution over there.”
Peterson flipped through a few photos sitting on his small
B R E W I N G  C O .
M&SoOLa ^ ^  “MONTANA
Mon. - Thur.... 3 pm - 9 pm 
Fri. - Sun.... Noon - 9 pm
602 M yrtle St. 
Missoula, MT 59801
(406) 727-1660 
www.kettlehouse.com
Ke t t l e  House,
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kitchen table. He doesn’t have any pictures on the wall or his 
portfolio handy. His apartment is not intrusive and neither is 
Peterson with his camera.
“I really like to be the fly on the wall,” he said. “I’m not real­
ly in your face.”
Since winning the back-to-back NPPA awards, Peterson 
really hasn’t looked for jobs outside Southwest Montana. He 
said this is where he wants to live and raise a family. He mar­
ried just last April.
“I’m living the dream,” Peterson said. “I’m where I want to 
be now. As far back as I can remember, the Chronicle is where 
I wanted to go.”
His first day at the Chronicle he shot a photo of an osprey 
gliding near the shore of Ennis Lake. The bird’s pupils were 
striking and seemed to jump off the page.
People in the newsroom complimented him on his work, to 
which Peterson said a quiet thank you. Peterson may be mod­
est, but his pictures boast loudly. ■
By GARRETT CHEEN
Peterson and Livingston Enterprise managing editor Stephen Matlow 
study some photographs published the day before.
From the classroom to the newsroom, 
the University of Montana played a key role in 
these Great Falls Tribune employees’ careers:
‘The University of Montana School of 
Journalism exposed me to the 
mechanics of daily newspaper work. 
The classes I took there - especially 
feature writing and Native News - 
gave me more than just an overview of 
journalism as an industry. They gave 
me practical, hands-on experience and 
handed me the tools I needed to take 
on a career in journalism.”
-K atie Oyan, copy editor,
1999 UM journalism graduate
Wayne Amst 
Michael Babcock 
Dennis Baran
Amber (Underhill) Beckner
Linda Caricaburu
Mike Dennison
Mark Downey
Richard Ecke
Cathy (Kauffman) Gretch
Liz Hahn
Stacy Haslem
Carrie (Hahn) Koppy
Dan Hollow
Peter Johnson 
Butch Larcombe 
Sonja Lee 
Leon Lenz 
Barbara Mittal 
Gary Moseman 
Matt Ochsner 
Katie Oyan 
Jackie (Galt) Rice 
Kim Skomogoski 
Scott Thompson 
Take Uda
Paula (Latham) Wilmot 
Larry Winslow
2004 Intern 
Jeff Windmueller
GREAT FALLS ___
T ribune
www.greatfallstribune.com
“Each day at the Tribune, I think about 
the work ethic and skills I learned as a 
journalism student at the University of 
Montana. When I edit stories, write 
headlines or design and paginate pages, I 
try to live up to the standards set by the 
professors. And learning from journalists 
who had worked at newspapers 
themselves made my UM experience all
that more valuable.”
_  Amber (Underhill) Beckner, assistant news 
editor, 1990 UM journalism graduate
Kellyn Brown graduated from  the University o f  Montana in 2002. He worked fo r  the Associated Press, covering 
the North Dakota State Legislature in 2003. He now lives in Bozeman and covers cops and courts at the Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle.
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Lying to the I 
Press and the I 
People
I l
A D eb it 1
fo r D em ocracy
By TOM BAKER 
Former Baltimore Sun 
Editor William Marimow 
presents the Dean Stone 
address at the University 
of Montana.
B y  W i l l i a m  M a r i m o w
Two factors led me to address public officials who lie and the effect it has on our democracy. In mid- 
January after I had been exiled 
from the Baltimore Sun, I read an 
article in the New Yorker by Ken 
Auletta entitled “Fortress Bush.” 
The story examined how the Bush 
White House was attempting to 
control its relationship with the 
press.
Auletta alluded to a book by 
David Gergen, who had been a top 
communications advisor to 
Presidents Nixon, Ford and 
Clinton. Gergen said since 1972 
every president with one exception 
had habitually lied to the press or 
willfully misled them. For those of 
us who cover government, 
Gergen’s statement was not a reve­
lation but seeing it there in print 
and from a source who is the con­
summate insider was a surprise.
The second factor was the 
beginning of the 9/11 hearings. 
Day after day, we’ve heard public 
figures and commission members 
ask the Bush Administration, 
Were you really prepared for 
9/11? Could you have done bet­
ter?
In recent weeks I’ve been hear­
ing two very familiar questions: 
What did he know? When did he 
know it?
Those questions took me back 
to the famous Watergate hearings 
chaired by Sam Ervin. As we all 
know, Watergate entangled 
President Nixon and his adminis­
tration in a web of political corrup­
tion that inevitably and inexorably 
led to his leaving office in August 
1974. The timing of the 9/11 hear­
ings is especially propitious, fifty 
years after Ervin delved into the 
Nixon Administration
I will address five interrelated 
subjects. First, public officials 
who lie to the people and the
press. Secondly, leaders who tell 
the truth and admit their mistakes. 
Sadly, they are all too rare in these 
times. Thirdly, reporters and their 
interviewing techniques and 
styles. Fourth, how reporters can 
better distinguish between truth 
and falsity both in their routine 
quotidian stories as well as the big 
analytical investigative stories. 
And finally, the impact of these 
lies on the people, on the democ­
racy on the free press and are 
nation.
There are two types of lies I’m 
going to address. The first is the 
“big lie.” These are public policy 
lies such as the misimpressions 
and mistruths about the Vietnam 
War that were perpetrated by the 
Johnson Administration and later 
the Nixon Administration and, of 
course, during Watergate. 
Because of the big lie, the erosion 
of trust in government is so great 
that it often renders the leader 
powerless and ultimately can
50
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cause him to lose his office.
Secondly there is what I like to 
call the self-contained lie. These 
lies have more to do with person­
al conduct. Exhibit A would be 
the relationship between 
President Bill Clinton and White 
House intern Monica Lewinski. 
These lies, just like the big lie, 
can dilute a leader’s ability to lead 
and render him less of a leader 
than her or she out to be.
I want to combine both histor­
ical examples and ones I experi­
enced as both a reporter and edi­
tor. So we’re going to turn back 
the clock to 1985 when I was a 
city desk reporter for the 
Philadelphia Enquirer.
One day in November 1985, I 
got a tantalizing tip.
One of Mayor Wilson Goode’s 
staunchest union allies was under 
investigation, the tipster said, by 
the FBI for misappropriating tens 
of thousands of dollars. This 
money, my source said, was used 
to purchase expensive men’s suits 
for city officials, the mayor 
included.
The quid pro quo was this: the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
Union wanted free use of a city 
building for a senior citizens cen­
ter. In order to grease the skids, 
the union president was providing 
these gifts to the mayor and any­
one who had responsibility for 
real estate transactions in the city 
of Philadelphia. In Goode’s case, 
the tipster said he received 24 
men’s suits, beginning in the 
spring of 1983 and continuing up 
until the time of this story in 
1985.
At first I wondered whether 
my tipster was making a moun­
tain out of a molehill. Then I did 
the math. The retail value of the 
suits from Hickey Freeman was 
about $500 so this was about 
$13,000 or $14,000, which is big 
money now and was even bigger 
money then.
My work on the story led me 
to Wilson Goode, the mayor of 
Philadelphia. When I interviewed 
the mayor, he said, “I have made 
no arrangements with anyone to
give me free suits and every suit I 
received I expected to pay for and 
have in fact paid for when billed.”
Remember the value of listen­
ing carefully.
Then Goode added that he was 
sick and tired of these insinua­
tions and didn’t I have something 
better to do with my time. I 
walked out of the interview and I 
interpreted his remarks as mean­
ing that Goode had probably 
received some suits from the 
union president but that he paid 
for the suits, probably at a deep 
discount from the retail price.
Well, I was wrong. Dead, 100 
percent wrong.
In fact, Mayor Goode had not 
paid for any of the suits, and he 
had in fact never been billed for 
any of the suits even though he 
had begun receiving the suits two 
and a half years before the interview.
This story illustrates the lie of 
the technical truth. Every single 
word when you dissect Goode’s 
statement is technically true, but I 
would contend that it was crafted 
for the sole purpose of deceiving 
the press and deceiving the reader.
This is not an isolated or rare 
occurrence for reporters covering 
government but is all too com­
monplace in our democracy.
Master the art of listening.
Secondly, listen with a healthy 
skepticism. That doesn’t mean to 
listen with cynicism, but it does
means with keen attention focus­
ing on every word.
Third, make sure at the end of 
the interview that the person truly 
answered the questions. It’s 
always good to write down a few 
key questions a reporter has in 
hopes of getting them answered in 
the course of the interview.
Then, at the interview go back 
to the person you’re interviewing 
and say “I want to make sure I’ve 
capture the precise spirit and sub­
stance of precisely what you’re 
saying.” Ask those same ques­
tions again, and double check 
your responses.
Had I been more skeptical and 
more experienced I might have 
caught the “I paid for the suits 
when I was billed” comment, but 
it went right over my head. We 
all know it’s not just mayors who 
mislead us. It is presidents, may­
ors, governors, generals, police 
commissioners and press secre­
taries.
Gergen documented these lies 
from the inside. First there was 
Richard Nixon with Watergate 
and the secret bombing of 
Cambodia. Then there was 
Ronald who pledged to Congress 
he would not aid the Contras in 
Nicaragua while at the same time 
Oliver North and his staff in the 
White House were breaking that 
promise. Bill Clinton lied to his 
staff, his lawyers and the public
By KATHRYN STEVENS 
Marimow answers 
questions from students 
and reporters at UM.
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about Monica Lewinsky. Then—and I 
don’t put this in the same category—there 
have been questions raised in the last year 
about the administration of George W. 
Bush and their contention that Iraq pos­
sessed weapons of mass destruction.
The one notable exception, Gergen 
said in his book, Eyewitness to Power, 
was the Ford White House, where the 
president was a “congenital truth-teller.” 
He said Ford’s honesty inspired honesty 
among his aides. They 
told the truth to each 
other were candid in 
their statements to the 
public. How novel.
So what is the effect 
of these lies, the big 
lies and the self-con­
tained lies, on the rela­
tionship between the 
elected official and all 
of us?
As I see it, it’s not 
unlike a neurosis, 
where the lying about 
the problem becomes 
an even greater problem then the greater 
issue.
Take Mayor Goode and his suits. First, 
he created the lie. In the short term, he 
had some relief because the people in the 
press gave him the benefit of the doubt. 
Subsequently, however, the truth came 
out that he had never been billed. The 
public realized the mayor misled them in 
a very deceitful and mechanical way.
Thus over the long-term, the avoid­
ance of the problem became a more 
intractable and damaging problem. The 
mayor lost trust, respect, and he became 
the object of ridicule not just by the press 
but by the people.
As history has shown, the big lies 
erode presidential power and can cost the 
president his office.
The same holds true for the self-con­
tained lies about personal matters. 
Imagine if Bill Clinton, rather than lying 
to his staff, his wife and the public had 
told Hilary the truth and asked her to for­
give him. If he had done that, he could 
have told the truth in the deposition to the 
Paula Jones case. Had he told the truth in 
the deposition, I’m willing to bet 
President Clinton would not have been 
faced with a humiliating and distracting 
and debilitating impeachment.
What happens on those occasions
where a public official makes a mistake 
and without any prodding, nudging or 
cajoling spontaneously admits that he or 
she screwed up and takes immediate cor­
rective action?
I’ve been a reporter and editor for 
almost 35 years and can tell you those 
occurrences are extremely rare, probably 
as infrequent as a winter in Montana 
without any snow.
As a very fallible human being I’ve 
never understood the 
unwillingness to say 
publicly, “I made a mis­
take.”
Recently when 
President Bush held a 
press conference in the 
White House, he was 
asked several times in a 
variety of ways to 
describe the biggest mis­
take he had made in the 
months and years since 
9/11. The president stut­
tered and stammered. 
He said he wasn’t very 
quick on his feet. I was sympathetic to 
that, but when all was said and done, he 
could not remember a single, solitary 
mistake.
One prime example of an elected offi­
cial who had the wisdom and instincts to 
be honest in addressing a major gaff is 
now the governor of Pennsylvania.
However in December 1977, Ed 
Rendell was the district-attorney elect of 
Philadelphia. During the campaign he 
pledged not to accept any money from 
convicted felons, something his opponent 
had done.
He won the election by a 2-1 margin. A 
few weeks later I reviewed his campaign 
finance reports and noticed he had 
received a $10,000 loan from a man 
whose name I didn’t recognize.
As a good reporter, the first thing I did 
was check our clips. I discovered a minis­
cule news story saying the man had been 
indicted by a federal grand jury for 
attempting to bribe IRA agents.
When I called Rendell, he was cha­
grined. First he uttered some profanities. 
Then he said, “If that is the case, I intend 
to repay the money immediately. I don’t 
have $10,0001 don’t know how I’m going 
to get it but come to my office tomorrow 
at 9, and I will write a check in your pres­
ence and put it in the mail.”
As I see it, it’s not 
unlike a neurosis, 
where the lying 
about the problem 
becomes an even 
greater problem 
then the greater 
issue.
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The story appeared the next 
day on the front page and had this 
headline below the fold: “Lender 
indicted, Rendell says he’ll repay 
the loan.” The next day I wrote a 
story saying Rendell had mailed a 
check for $10,500, $10,000 for 
the loan and $500 for a campaign 
contribution.
I contend that Rendell’s deci­
sion was the right decision, ethi­
cally, pragmatically and political­
ly. To do otherwise would have 
been a violation of RendelTs prin­
ciples.
Of course, if he had decided to 
hide behind the technical truth, he 
could have said the man is inno­
cent until proven guilty. He also
could have said a campaign com­
mittee is not designed to investi­
gate every lender or donor. But he 
didn’t say that either.
He admitted he screwed up. 
RendelTs action made this a two- 
day story forgotten by all of us. 
Politically, Rendell went on to 
serve two terms as district attor­
ney, two terms as mayor of 
Philadelphia and now he’s the 
governor of Pennsylvania.
Think about the difference 
between what Rendell did with 
the campaign contribution com­
pared with what Mayor Goode 
did with the 24 free suits.
For those of you are journal­
ists, I urge you to listen with care,
concentration and more skepti­
cism than I had on that fateful day 
interviewing the major about his 
suits.
For elected officials every­
where, I would urge you to 
remember that we voters are 
human beings who make mistakes 
and who might be inclined to for­
give presidents, city councilmen 
or generals who admit they, too, 
on occasion screw up. ■
This article is an edited version 
o f the 2004 Dean Stone Lecture 
delivered by William Marimow 
at the University o f Montana 
on April 22, 2004.
i
“Our liberty depends on the 
freedom of the press, and that 
cannot be limited without being lost.
- Thomas Jefferson
William Marimow is the form er editor o f  the Baltimore Sun and managing editor o f  National Public Radio News. 
H e was 30 years old when he won his f ir s t  o f  two Pulitzer Prizes with stories on corruption in the Philadelphia 
Police Department. American Journalism Review recently named him one o f  the best editors in the country.
M  M  M  I  S  S  O  LJ L  A  ^  ^
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Stringing readers along
Writers pitch Montana stories to East Coast audiences
B y  J e r r y  T a y l o r  W o l f
What do newspaper read­ers in Great Falls, Montana, New York, 
and Washington, D.C., have in 
common? A lot of them enjoy 
reading about life in Montana.
Washington Post Northwest 
correspondent Blaine Harden, 
New York Times freelancer Jim 
Robbins and Great Falls Tribune 
editor Karen Ogden tell the sto­
ries of Montana and its residents.
What type of reader wants to 
learn about small town Montana?
“It’s an educated and curious 
audience,” Harden says. “They 
don’t live in Montana but have a 
feel for Montana as a raw bones 
place with not many people but 
lots of myths.”
Harden sees Montana as a for­
eign country, says his editor Dan 
LeDuc. “He takes his readers to a 
place they may never go, but 
when they read his stories, it’s like 
they were there.
“He’s got all his experiences 
from living in and writing about 
small towns in Africa and Eastern 
Europe. In his narra­
tive feature writing 
style we feel how the 
people he writes 
about live,” LeDuc 
says.
Harden is having 
a lucky first year liv­
ing with his family 
in Seattle. He spends 
several days a week 
traveling around, 
finding slices of life 
in the Northwest to 
offer his readers in
“It was a story about 
more than just football.
It was all about the 
town and all kinds of 
interesting people and the 
issues going on.”
- D an LeD uc, ed ito r fo r  
W ashington Post 
corresponden t B la ine  H ardin
Washington D.C.
“We also have an international 
audience through our Wall Street 
Journal office in London,” 
LeDuc says.
Harden notes you never know 
when a story will be so interesting 
people will want to read it. Last 
fall, Harden decided to check out 
a six-man football game in 
Geraldine, Mont.
“I was just lucky one of the 
best football games happened 
right in front of my eyes,” Harden 
says.
Wednesday was spent travel­
ing, Thursday and Friday Harden
Blaine Harden, a writer for the 
Washington Post, with his 
daughter Lucinda.
organized background informa­
tion and tried to sketch out scenes 
for the story. After the victorious 
celebration Saturday evening, 
Harden wrote furiously to meet 
his deadline.
“I edited at home on Sunday, 
so we could get it in the Monday 
paper,” LeDuc says. “It was a 
story about more than just foot­
ball. It was all about the town and 
all kinds of interesting people and 
the issues going on.”
Harden sees himself trying to 
“play the facts about life in 
Montana against the myths read­
ers have about rugged life in the 
West.”
Harden’s story, “It’s Home, 
Home at the Saloon for Many 
Montana Residents” (Washington 
Post, Jan. 4, 2004), focused on a 
day in the life of an unhappy, 
unemployed handyman whose 
shooting up a bar in Dewey, 
Mont., landed him in jail after a 
day of drinking. Gregory Michael 
Pepin, the shooter, had moved to 
the Big Hole Valley in hopes of 
finding a better life.
His story shows how small 
towns must also handle the prob­
lems that result from unemploy­
ment and alcoholism, not unfa­
miliar to large cities.
“Journalism is a really impor­
tant thing—when it’s done well, it 
makes a community whole,” 
Harden says.
To be able to take readers 
where they have never gone is 
easier when you’re a traveler 
yourself.
Karen Ogden also wrote an 
article for the Great Falls Tribune 
after the Geraldine six-man foot­
ball game. It noted that Geraldine 
was in the Washington Post, 
thanks to the people of Montana 
and Blaine Harden.
Ogden was bom in Tacoma, 
Wash. After she got her journal­
ism degree from the University of 
Washington in 1995, she worked 
as an intern at the News Tribune, 
which led to a job in Tacoma’s sis­
ter city, Vladivostok, Russia, at 
the Vladivostok News.
“I wrote mostly for English 
speaking people, who wanted to 
hear about public events,” said 
Ogden. Working with a translator, 
she covered a variety of topics 
among them politics, the econo­
my and human-interest stories.
55
School of Journalism: Montana Journalism Review, 2004
Published by ScholarWorks at University of Montana, 2015
2004 MJR 55
She’s been at the Great Falls 
Tribune since 1997. As the 
regional editor for the last five 
years, Ogden is still writing about 
everything that happens, but now 
it’s about the news in the small 
towns surrounding Great Falls.
“I make a habit of calling the 
13 county sheriffs to find out 
what’s going on,” Ogden says.
She has two types of days: 
She can find herself driving half 
of a day with a photographer, 
“most places are an hour away,” 
says Ogden, or she can be found 
in the newsroom, working on a 
Sunday feature.
Ogden likes to write stories in 
a narrative style, walking readers 
through a story, setting scenes. 
“My goal is to tell a story the way 
it is,” Ogden says.
Ogden recently wrote about 
Kelly Grubb, a 15-year-old girl in 
Cut Bank who was diagnosed 
with leukemia in the first grade. 
The story of the family’s journey 
through two remissions and one 
stem cell replacement brought 
many positive reader responses.
“I like to get feedback from the 
readers, whatever it is,” Ogden 
says.
When stories from the Great 
Falls Tribune get picked up on the 
wire, some of the reporters are 
surprised, but not Ogden.
“This is not a generic place. 
Stories I get to do here are really 
unique compared to a bigger 
metro area,” Ogden says. “For 
example, I teach ballet lessons 
and sometimes students have to 
miss my class to take hunter edu­
cation.”
Jim Robbins would probably 
agree this is typical for life in 
Montana.
Although Robbins authored 
several books, freelancing is his 
main job. He lives in Helena and
has been selling 
Montana stories 
to the New York 
Times for more 
than 20 years.
“It’s very 
rare that I turn 
in a story and 
s o m e t h i n g  
comes up and 
they don’t run 
it,” Robbins 
says.
Bom a block 
from the Love 
Canal, in 
Niagara Falls,
N.Y., Robbins 
majored in journalism with a 
minor in environmental science. 
Robbins’ favorite subject to write 
about is science.
He looks into the test tube 
called Montana and sees what’s 
brewing: The pristine Rocky 
Mountain Front and the people 
who want to drill it for gas, the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railway and the grizzly bears that 
are killed crossing the tracks, the 
wolves and government officials 
who are in charge of wolf reintro­
duction and too many forest fires 
and not enough money to fight 
them.
“I don’t like to do superficial 
journalism ... junk food. I like a 
real meal,” Robbins says.
He brings the details of envi­
ronmental issues into the lives of 
his New York readers and the 
international readers who find his 
stories about Montana online.
This spring Robbins’ story, 
Montana: “A Mountain Railroad 
Spells Death for Grizzlies and 
Cubs” (New York Times, March 
23, 2004), highlighted the deaths 
of 32 federally protected bears 
since 1980. In the bears’ back­
yard, the tracks of the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railway runs 
up to 42 mile-long trains in some 
24-hour periods.
The railroad executives con­
tend the corridor is critical to inter­
state and international commerce; 
bear experts report the number of 
killed grizzlies is likely higher 
because some bears are knocked 
off the trestles, killed at night or 
remain uncounted when they wan­
der away to die.
“I get feedback from people all 
over who grew up here but can’t 
afford to live here,” said Robbins. 
“They want to talk about how 
things were when they were grow­
ing up in Montana.”
Robbins says he wouldn’t do 
anything different. He got to 
Montana by hitchhiking and 
decided to stay, once he found a 
way to make it work.“I love it. I 
have a lot of freedom,” Robbins 
says.
What’s the key to success as 
a freelance writer covering 
Montana?
“Longevity and a spouse with a 
real job,” Robbins says with a 
laugh. “My wife is wonderful.” ■
Jim Robbins is a stringer 
for the New York Times.
Jerry Taylor Wolf is a graduate student at the University o f  M ontana School o f  Journalism. Wolf also works fo r  
the Forest Service at the Missoula Technology and Development Center, writing and editing technical documents 
and supervising the publication distribution staff.
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Sex for sale in black and white
Exploring the relationship between alternative
weeklies and adult ads
B y  M i c h e l l e  D u n l o p
When pop star Justin Timberlake ripped the black leather and red- laced material off Janet Jackson’s 
costume during the half-time show at this 
year’s Super Bowl, he revealed more than just 
her bejeweled right breast.
Tearing off that thin layer of clothing 
exposed a touchy dilemma that has divided 
Americans for years: how to deal with adult 
content. That same debate has long raged 
within the journalism community—particular­
ly among the publishers of alternative week­
lies. Many alternative weeklies feature 
increasingly controversial adult advertising— 
escort services, phone sex commerce and adult 
retail shops.
“Our board of directors has the final say on 
where to draw the line on what’s appropriate, 
but where the mbber hits the road is our ad 
staff eyeballing individual ads and evaluating 
them,” said Ted Taylor, editor of the Eugene 
Weekly of Eugene, Ore. “When in doubt, we 
tend to opt for the more liberal approach.” 
How should the media handle sexual con­
tent? How do newsrooms balance First 
Amendment rights with social mores? What 
lines, laws or regulations should be drawn with 
regard to how sexual content can be published? 
Add money into the mix of questions, and 
you’ve got a firestorm.
While the Federal Communications 
Commission looks to take measures regulating 
the airwaves, for the time being, print news­
rooms act on their own. Within the alternative 
weekly community, the debate boils hotter 
than ever.
The liberal approach Taylor mentioned 
toward printing adult advertising has been 
costly for the Missoula Independent’s publish­
er, Matt Gibson. By printing “adult advertise­
ments,” the Independent not only loses busi­
ness, but also runs the risk of alienating some
By ANNIE P. WARREN
Fantasy dancer "Blue" takes a smoke break outside Fantasy 
Adult Video on Brooks Street, in Missoula.
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of its readers, said Gibson. However, 
Gibson believes in printing those 
ads.
“I don’t see any reason that peo­
ple can’t commercialize sex,” Gibson 
said. “I feel I’m providing a forum 
where people can express their val­
ues and engage in legitimate com­
merce.”
The Independent markets itself as 
an alternative to daily news sources 
and circulates about 20,000 copies 
weekly. At the Independent, “you 
don’t have to check your personality 
at the door,” Gibson said. Part of 
that personality includes adult adver­
tisements, he said.
The dilemma of printing adult ads 
in alternative weeklies is so touchy 
that the University of Montana’s 
Practical Ethics Center, sponsored by 
the philosophy department, asked 
Gibson to give a lecture about it in 
their weekly ethics lecture series. 
Discussions like the one Gibson 
directed seem to be taking place fre­
quently throughout the alternative 
weekly community, especially in 
light of the recent Jackson scandal.
Adult advertising in alternative 
weeklies seems to be one area in 
which readers’ opinions cannot be 
gauged solely on their political affil­
iation.
“Eugene is a highly political town 
and very polarized between progres­
sive and conservative,” Taylor said. 
“Sex in our advertising draws heat 
from all sides with the religious right 
and radical feminists both threaten­
ing to boycott us, and lesbians com­
ing to our defense.”
Missoula could be called a liberal 
oasis in the conservative desert of 
Montana. The Independent often 
finds itself in the flame of an adult 
advertising backlash, but in a differ­
ent way.
“People find the ads so objection­
able that they won’t do business with 
us,” Gibson said.
However, Gibson continues to 
print the ads. The Independent 
charges a higher price for adult 
advertisements, but Gibson said the
paper could gain more advertising by 
losing the adult ads.
Yet, Gibson refuses to conform to 
the demands of more “socially 
acceptable” advertisers.
“Should I be basing what I do on 
what other people do?” Gibson 
asked his audience.
For years, the publisher of the 
alternative weekly in Boulder, Colo, 
would have answered Gibson with a 
booming ‘no.’ However, in 2001, the 
Boulder Weekly’s Stewart Sallo pub­
lished a letter in his paper announc­
ing the Weekly would no longer pub­
lish adult advertisements.
“Just as we as an organization 
endeavor to solve other societal prob­
lems, we feel the need to position 
ourselves alongside the solution 
while abandoning our alignment 
with the problem,” Sallo wrote. “In 
other words: If you’re not part of the 
solution, you’re part of the problem. 
... we have come to the inescapable 
conclusion that by publishing an 
adult advertising section we are part 
of the problem.”
Unlike Gibson’s Independent, 
Sallo’s Boulder Weekly didn’t have 
the luxury of would-be advertisers 
lined up waiting for the paper to dis­
continue its adult advertising. 
Instead, the Weekly took a financial 
hit. Sallo’s rationale behind publish­
ing adult advertisements echoes 
throughout most of the alternative 
weekly community.
Sallo’s letter explained the rea­
sons he previously published adult 
ads:
“We need the money,” Sallo 
wrote. “While alternative papers do 
very well with entertainment-orient­
ed advertisers, such as nightclubs 
and restaurants, we have a more dif­
ficult time attracting mainstream 
advertising accounts... It costs a lot 
of money to publish a free newspa­
per every week, and we’re always 
looking for ways to increase our rev­
enues so we can increase the size and 
improve the quality of our paper. 
Revenue gleaned from adult ads 
helps us achieve those goals.”
Sallo had another reason for pub­
lishing the ads:
“We avoid censorship, in favor of 
inclusion, whenever possible,” he 
wrote. “[0]ne of the guiding princi­
ples of our organization, as an inde­
pendent, alternative paper, is to pro­
mote civil liberties ... Censorship 
has the potential to unduly erode lib­
erty, so we exercise it as sparingly as 
possible. On almost a weekly basis, 
we publish points of view with which 
we vehemently disagree for the sake 
of inclusion.”
Avoiding censorship was also on 
the mind of Gibson of the 
Independent. Society marginalizes 
many of those who place adult 
advertisements, said Gibson. He 
chooses to give them a voice. Their 
advertisements, Gibson argued, are 
also a viable form of business.
Eugene Weekly’s publisher Taylor 
noted the odd twists and turns the 
avenue of censorship can take. His 
staff recently discussed publishing an 
ad from a local woman offering 
escort or companionship services.
“She has a photo of herself with 
lots of cleavage showing and 
describes herself 
as ‘Spanish- 
Hawaiian with size 
40F breasts,”’
Taylor said. “If a 
local strip club run 
by sleazy guys 
wanted to run such 
an ad, we would 
probably reject it 
as demeaning and 
perhaps even 
racist, but should 
we censor a woman 
who appears to be 
proud of her her­
itage and body?”
Although the 
Boulder Weekly 
discontinued its 
printing of adult 
ads, Sallo noted that those involved 
with the publication held a great dis­
dain for censorship and indeed held 
beliefs to the opposite extreme. The
“Sex in our 
advertising draws 
heat from all sides 
with the religious 
right and radical 
feminists both 
threatening to 
boycott us, and 
lesbians coming to 
our defense.”
- Ted Taylor, ed itor o f  
the E ugene Weekly
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By ANNIE P. WARREN
Standing in font of Fantasy Adult Video store-front advertise­
ments, "Blue” and Pol lay take a cigarette break Friday night. They 
see the ritual as a chance to increase clientele.
By ANNIE P. WARREN
Dancer Pollay prepares to go onstage at Fantasy Adult Video. 
Strippers offer clients a range of options, from exchanging sexu­
al fantasies to a full striptease.
paper “believes that prostitution 
should be legal, so long as it is con­
ducted by and between consenting 
adults,” he wrote. “Efforts to enact 
and enforce legislation to the con­
trary are, ultimately, ill-fated and 
serve only to force the industry 
underground.”
Just as censoring the ads hurt the 
Boulder Weekly’s revenues, censor­
ing the ads also hurt the revenues of 
the people and businesses whose 
advertisements were censored, Sallo 
said.
“We are, in effect, censoring the 
advertisements that some folks have 
become accustomed to running in 
our paper,” he wrote. “We have been 
informed that this will, in turn, have 
a negative impact on their liveli­
hoods, and we truly regret any hard­
ship this will cause to anybody 
involved.”
For Sallo’s Boulder Weekly, the 
hardship of censorship—in terms of 
both finances and personal beliefs— 
lost out to the demands and pressures 
of readers.
The Eugene Weekly proceeds 
to take its lumps with the public 
and continues to print adult 
advertisements.
One woman recently wrote a let­
ter to the editor to announce her boy­
cott of the Eugene Weekly due to its 
advertising. She said she had hoped 
that the paper would “raise [its] stan­
dards of publication.” She wrote that 
she continued to find ads for dating 
services and “naughty and nice girls 
in Eugene” in the Weekly. “I encour­
age EW  to continue to be a political­
ly active and responsible member of 
the community and decline to print 
these ads.”
Other letters to the editor suggest­
ed that the Eugene Weekly was irre­
sponsible for publishing adult ads in 
a publication that could be freely 
accessed by children, sounding 
much like the brouhaha over 
Jackson’s exposed breast. The letter 
suggested the Weekly even went as 
far as trying to attract children by dis­
tributing their paper in bright red 
receptacles around the city.
Not everyone in Eugene 
believes in boycotting the Weekly 
as a means of encouraging cen­
sorship.
One reader, Lara Regan of 
Eugene, wrote another letter to the 
editor responding to the claim that 
the Weekly tried to lure children into
reading their paper strewn with sex 
ads: “The boxes are red to attract 
attention and distinguish the paper, 
obviously not targeted to attract chil­
dren. I’m pretty sure there are no des­
ignated colors yet that attract adults 
but not kids.”
Regan also pointed out the perils 
of censorship: “Let’s assume, for a 
second, that they do away with these 
ads. What’s next? Just think of the 
horrors in the library - National 
Geographic! Books on human repro­
duction! Massage books, the horror!
They’re free! Placed in public places, 
on shelves low enough for kids to 
reach. Yikes!”
Regan’s fears of censorship echo 
the convictions of many alternative 
weekly publishers who refuse to cen­
sor adult advertising from their 
papers. •
For them, freedom of speech far 
outweighs apprehension of a Janet 
Jackson-like faux pas in their news­
papers. I
“While we will continue to favor 
the inclusion of diverse content over 
censorship; a newspaper’s role is to 
promote speech,” said Gibson. “It is 
dangerous stuff—one of the best 
defenses against oppression.” ■
Michelle Dunlop is a graduate student in print journalism at the University o f  Montana s School o f  Journalism. 
She will be working as an intern this summer at The Times News in Twin Falls, Idaho. She plans to graduate from  
UM this December.
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Injustice Ignored
Healthy skepticism about criminal cases 
could improve the quality of justice
B y  M a u r i c e  P o s s l e y
In December 2003, as I neared the end of my vis­iting professorship in the School o f Journalism at the University o f Montana, the Montana 
Supreme Court issued an opinion ordering a new trial 
for Vance Leon Pope, a man who had been convicted 
of sexually assaulting a woman after an alcohol- 
saturated night in Missoula a decade earlier.
A news story about the case, written 
by the Associated Press and published in 
the M issoulian, caught my attention 
because the ruling was predicated in part 
on DNA test results that directly contra­
dicted the prosecution’s contention that 
Pope raped the woman. It also directly 
contradicted a “confession” that Pope 
made before he went to trial.
Further, the story noted that at Pope’s 
trial, Missoula County Judge John Larson 
had given instructions to the jury that 
were so vague that it was impossible to 
know exactly what illegal acts the jury 
had found Pope guilty of committing. As 
a result, the Supreme Court ruled, the 
prosecution of Pope was a “miscarriage 
of justice.”
Prompted by my interest in criminal 
justice and particularly DNA testing 
cases, I tapped into the Supreme Court 
Web site (http://www.lawlibrary.state.mt.us/) 
and downloaded not only the ruling, but 
also the legal briefs filed by lawyers for 
the prosecution and for Pope. Tucked 
inside the resulting two-inch stack of 
legal papers was a fascinating case that 
has some of the troubling elements that I 
and other journalists who cover criminal
justice have written about with increasing 
frequency in the past several years.
The case is an excellent example of 
the opportunities and the responsibilities 
that a vigilant media have to shoulder in 
order to shed light on our court system in 
the 21st century. The media today have an 
unprecedented opportunity to examine 
the criminal justice system, primarily 
because of the emergence of DNA testing 
— the most powerful and accurate foren­
sic weapon in the prosecutorial arsenal.
With its ability to identify, with an 
astonishing degree of confidence, indi­
viduals who leave substances such as 
blood, saliva, semen and skin cells, DNA 
testing not only has the power to convict 
and acquit, but also to exonerate the 
wrongfully convicted. But there are lim­
its. We are badly mistaken if we presume 
that wrongful convictions only occur in 
cases where the evidence includes DNA.
The American system of jurispru­
dence is, without doubt, the best of its 
kind. And it is made up of some of the 
finest of our citizens — men and women 
who make great sacrifices of time and 
money to ensure the safety of our streets. 
But it is a human system. And, we know 
humans not only make mistakes, but they 
are corruptible.
The real power of DNA — beyond its 
ability to convict, acquit and exonerate — 
is that it has revealed major flaws in the 
criminal justice system. It has proved that 
eyewitnesses are improperly influenced 
to make erroneous identifications. It has 
proved that police officers wrongly 
obtain confessions from suspects who did 
not commit the crimes. It has proved that 
some forensic analysts make mistakes 
and others outright lie about evidence. It
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has proved that some prosecutors 
intentionally break rules to obtain 
convictions. It has proved that 
some defense attorneys, through 
callousness, laziness and inepti­
tude, have forsaken their clients. 
And it has proved that some 
police officers have framed inno­
cent defendants and allowed the 
real perpetrators to go free and 
frequently to go on to commit 
more crimes.
In this great learning time, 
journalists have a duty and a 
responsibility to expose these 
shortcomings and provide insight 
to our fellow citizens about what 
is going on and what can be done 
to institute change to ensure a bet­
ter criminal justice system. In the 
end, these changes must be pro­
pelled by the public. And without 
the knowledge and confidence 
that comes from media exposure, 
there will be little impetus for 
change.
The media must aggressively 
educate the public and motivate 
change because, far too often, 
there is little desire for change 
from within the criminal justice 
system.
So, where do you start?
Investigative journalism is 
time-consuming and often expen­
sive. Most media, and news­
papers in particular, are not inter­
ested in scrutinizing the criminal 
justice system because they fear 
losing their best sources or anger­
ing prominent community mem­
bers. Many newsrooms do not 
have the staff or the money or the 
space to devote to long-term 
investigative projects. While
these can be genuine concerns, 
they are sometimes little more 
than excuses.
The media should begin by 
discarding the notion that writing 
about the criminal justice system 
has to be a long-term investiga­
tive project to have any meaning 
or influence. And at the same 
time, the media should take clos­
er and more skeptical looks at 
cases as they unfold before their 
eyes. They should keep in mind 
that being skeptical doesn’t mean
The media must 
aggressively 
educate the public 
and motivate change 
because, far too 
often, there is little 
desire for change 
from within the 
criminal justice 
system.
believing that all criminals are 
innocent and that all prosecutors, 
defense attorneys, police officers 
and judges are wrong.
The case of Vance Leon Pope 
is a good example. First, some 
facts, as set out in the court 
record:
About a week before Christmas 
in 1993, Pope and another man, 
Randy Plumley, met two women, 
(whom I will identify as Smith
and Jones to protect their identi­
ties), while drinking in Connie’s 
Lounge in Missoula. After the 
bar closed, they bought some 
pints of hard liquor and went to a 
motel with several other people, 
where they continued drinking. 
When a fight broke out, police 
were called and arrested two peo­
ple who were found to have out­
standing arrest warrants.
Unfortunately, Smith and 
Jones had planned to get a ride 
home from the two who had been 
carted off to jail. They asked the 
police to give them a ride to a 
friend’s home in Missoula, but the 
officers said they were forbidden 
to do so by regulations. Pope and 
Plumley were headed for 
Kalispell, so Jones and Smith 
asked for a ride to Ronan, near 
where they lived.
With Pope behind the wheel 
and Smith in the front seat and 
Plumley and Jones in the back 
seat, the foursome headed west on 
Interstate 90 toward Highway 93 
after stopping for hot dogs.
Not surprisingly, there are dif­
fering accounts of what happened 
on the ride, but the outcome was 
that Pope wound up with a bum 
on his face from a cigarette 
lighter. Smith told police that she 
fell asleep and awoke to find 
Plumley assaulting Jones in the 
back seat. She said she became 
upset and after Pope attempted to 
force her to perform oral sex, she 
jumped from the moving car to 
escape. At about 6 a.m., Smith 
knocked on the door of a home 
near Huson, Mont., where help 
was summoned and she was taken
_ ^ T h e  _Bodega
H o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  b r e w s  
in  M is s o u l a
221 Ry m a n St. 
549-0435
MISSOLLA-PARKSJDB
200 South Pattee Street, Missoula MT 59802 
406-721-8550 406-728-3472 Fax 
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to a hospital. At about the same 
time, Jones appeared at the front 
door of a home near Evaro Hill on 
Highway 93. She too was taken to 
a hospital. Evidence swabs were 
taken from clothing and from 
Jones and sent to the Montana 
state crime laboratory for analy­
sis.
Initial testing showed the pres­
ence of semen and the existence 
of two blood types—type O and 
type A. Jones, who was in the 
back seat of the car, had type O. 
Both Pope and Plumley had type 
A. Before DNA, that was the 
nature of testing in such cases. 
Such testing, at best, could deter­
mine the presence of sperm and 
blood types, but could not identi­
fy specific individuals.
In this case, the tests also 
showed that Pope was what is 
known as a “secretor,” while 
Plumley was a “non-secretor.” A
secretor is a person whose blood 
type can be determined from all 
of their body fluids—such as 
sweat, saliva and semen as well as 
their blood. A non-secretor is a 
person whose blood type can only 
be determined from their blood.
The presence of Type A in 
semen found in the evidence 
meant that authorities could 
include Pope as a possible source. 
Due to his non-secretor status, 
Plumley could neither be ruled in 
or out.
In an attempt to be more spe­
cific, the crime lab sent the evi­
dence to a private DNA testing 
laboratory on the East Coast for 
further analysis.
The two men then engaged in 
what one court brief described as 
“a race to the courthouse.” Pope, 
faced with the possibility of 
spending several decades in 
prison, agreed to plead guilty to
raping Jones in the back seat in 
return for a 10-year prison sen­
tence and a “non-dangerous 
offender” designation. In lengthy, 
tape-recorded statements to a 
prosecutor and detective, Pope 
said that Plumley had raped Jones 
and that after he stopped the car 
because Smith burned him, he 
had assaulted Jones as well and 
they had later dumped her out of 
the car enroute to Kalispell. As 
part of the plea agreement, the 
prosecution agreed that if the deal 
fell through, nothing in his state­
ment would be used against him 
unless he chose to go to trial and 
testify in his own behalf.
When Pope came to court to 
plead guilty, Judge Larson said 
the sentence was too light and that 
he would impose a sentence of 30 
years. Pope immediately backed 
out of the deal.
Three days before the trial of
By KATHRYN STEVENS
In the preliminary stages 
of DNA detection at the 
Montana State Crime 
Lab, forensic scientists 
search crime scene evi­
dence for bodily fluids 
that can then be ana­
lyzed to help convict or 
acquit a suspect in a 
crime case. A white 
light is used on dark 
pieces of evidence to 
pick up any dark spots 
of blood or other bodily 
fluids.
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the two men was to begin in June 
1994—six months after the 
assault—a preliminary DNA 
report was turned over to attor­
neys for Pope and Plumley. The 
report said that Plumley’s DNA 
was found, and that Pope’s DNA 
could not be found. As a result, 
Plumley pleaded guilty, but Pope 
went to trial.
At the trial, Julie Long, a crime 
lab serologist, said there was 
nothing in the preliminary DNA 
report that changed her opinion 
that Pope’s secretor status made 
him the contributor to the Type A 
fluid found in Jones’s clothing— 
even though the report said that 
Plumley’s DNA was present.
Smith testified at the trial that
The final DNA report that she became uPset when she *  
helped overturn Vance Plumley rape Jones and that Pope
Pope’s rape conviction. forced her to perform oral sex on
him, so she burned him with the 
dashboard lighter and jumped 
from the car.
In contrast, Jones testified that 
she had no memory of what hap­
pened in the car that night. That 
was not surprising, given the tes­
timony about the volume of alco­
hol consumed that evening.
The preliminary DNA report 
was never entered into evidence, 
Pope did not testify, and the jury 
was given an instruction that 
allowed them to convict Pope if 
they found evidence that he had 
assaulted Smith “and/or” Jones. 
The jury found him guilty and 
Judge Larson sentenced him to 40 
years in prison.
So, in the space of a few 
weeks, Pope’s fate had gone from 
10 years in prison to 30 years and 
finally to 40 years.
Report of Laboratory Examination
ZENECA August 23, 1994 CELLMARK
D I A G N O S T I C*S
Ms. Julie C. Long
State of Montana Department of JusticeForensic Science Division
Broadway Building
554 West Broadway - 6th Floor
Missoula, MT 59802
Re: Montana Lab Case No. 93-2338Missoula County Sheriff's Dept. Case No. 112993-29 Cellmark Case No. F941175
Cellmark Diagnostics 
202 7 1  Goldenrod Lane 
G erm antown, Maryland 2 0 8 7 6
Telephone (301) 4 2 8 -4 9 8 0  
800-U SA-LA8S 
Fax (3011 428 -4 8 7 7
It was previously stated in the Report of Laboratory Examination 
dated June 24, 1994, that further testing was ongoing on the 
panties. This testing has been completed. The second DNA banding 
pattern obtained from the panties contains at least three bands which are similar to three of the eight bands in the DNA banding 
pattern obtained from the blood swatch labelled Randy Plumley. 
Several additional bands were observed whose source could not be determined.
Two bands, identified by the probes MSI and g3, were not used in 
the frequency calculations because they fall below the range used for statistical purposes.
Using the four single-locus probes MSI, MS31, MS43 and g3 
sequentially, the approximate frequencies in the African American, 
Caucasian and Western Hispanic populations of six of the eight 
bands in the DNA banding pattern obtained from the material 
labelled Plumley shirt A and the ' blood swatch labelled Randy Plumley are as follows:
Population database
African American 
Caucasian 
Western Hispanic
F r e q u e n c y
1 in 23 million 1 in 2.5 million 
1 in 4.0 million
Robin W. Cotton, Ph.D. 
Director of Laboratories Richard BallmannStaff Molecular Biologist
No appeal of 
the conviction was 
filed, apparently 
because Pope’s 
lawyer didn’t 
believe there were 
any legal issues 
worth challenging. 
A couple of years 
later, Pope sought 
a review of his sen­
tence and it was 
cut to 20 years.
And that’s 
where it all would 
have ended, except 
that Pope did not 
give up. He 
remained curious 
about the DNA 
report—the report 
that had been 
termed preliminary 
at his trial. Was the 
report ever com­
pleted? Although 
he was transferred 
to a prison in Texas 
to serve his sen­
tence, he began 
writing letters ask­
ing about the 
repor t .  His 
requests for the 
DNA report were
rejected, so he filed a post-con­
viction motion asking for a new 
trial, saying that he had been 
wrongly convicted because the 
final DNA report had not been 
used at the trial. But his request 
for a hearing was denied. Pope 
appealed and the Supreme Court 
ordered a hearing on his motion.
The hearing was held in 
2001—more than seven years 
after he had been convicted. 
Amazingly, according to the evi­
dence, the final DNA report had 
been completed less than two 
months after Pope’s trial. That’s 
when the report was sent to the 
crime laboratory. Lab analyst 
Julie Long would later testify that 
she forwarded the report to the 
Missoula County sheriff’s office, 
where it was stuffed into the case 
file and forgotten. No one told 
Pope or his lawyer about it. Pope’s 
lawyer never inquired about it. 
The only person who asked for it 
was Pope, and his requests—let­
ters written from behind razor 
wire and concrete walls—were 
repeatedly rejected.
This would not be significant, 
except that the final report said 
the DNA profiles of two males 
were found in the clothing— 
Plumley’s and that of another 
unidentified male who was NOT 
Pope. The tests showed conclu­
sively that Long’s serological tes­
timony that Pope was responsible 
for the Type A matter found on 
the evidence was incorrect.
So, did Pope get a new trial?
No, he did not.
At the conclusion of the hear­
ing, Judge Ed McLean, who had 
taken over the case from Judge 
Larson, refused to order a new 
trial, saying Pope had filed his 
motion too late—45 days too late, 
to be exact. There is a legal way to 
get around the time limit and that 
is called finding “newly discov­
ered evidence.” That provision, 
however, turns on the phrase 
“newly discovered.” In Pope’s 
case, the judge ruled that every­
one knew at the time of the trial 
that the final DNA report was
EXHIBIT
_ D _
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being prepared, so therefore it 
was not “newly discovered.”
Rules, the judge seemed to 
say, are rules—notwithstand­
ing that Pope appeared to be 
innocent.
So, once again, the case 
was appealed to the Supreme 
Court. Last December, the 
court tossed out Pope’s convic­
tion and ordered authorities to 
hold a new trial or dismiss the 
case.
By mid-May, the Missoula 
County Attorney’s office still 
had not decided whether to 
hold a new trial. Chief Deputy 
County Attorney Karen 
Townsend said that because of 
i Pope’s pre-trial statements, the 
prosecution had requested 
another round of DNA tests on 
the evidence, using more 
advanced methods. Townsend 
said she was still waiting for 
the results of those tests.
That might seem like a long 
story, but that’s the way cases 
often unfold in the world of 
jurisprudence. And I would 
guess that’s part of the reason 
that the media seemingly did 
little more than report that 
Pope got a new trial, that the 
jury instruction that allowed 
for a conviction for assaulting 
“and/or” Jones and Smith was 
unconstitutionally vague, and 
that the DNA results cleared 
Pope of the assault of Jones.
But had someone spent a 
little time to dig into the case, 
they might have asked the fol­
lowing questions:
• Why did a DNA test result 
that cleared Pope never get 
sent to Pope or his lawyer? 
The Montana crime lab knew
the report cleared Pope. So did 
the Missoula County sheriff’s 
office. Were they content to let 
Pope go to prison anyway?
• The report apparently was 
never forwarded to the prose­
cutor’s office, remaining 
instead for more than six years 
in a file in the sheriff’s office. 
But when the trial ended in 
1994, the prosecution knew 
that tests were still being con­
ducted because the report at 
trial was labeled “preliminary.” 
Didn’t anyone in the prosecu­
tor’s office ever wonder about 
the final result? Or was this a 
case where, having obtained a 
conviction, they just didn’t 
need—or worse, want—to 
hear anything else?
• Was Pope’s initial “confes­
sion,” given as part of a plea 
agreement that would have 
gotten him only 10 years, real­
ly an admission of guilt? Or 
was it a matter of expediency 
because he believed he would 
be convicted at trial and it was 
the best way out of a bad situ­
ation?
• Why wasn’t anyone in the 
system curious to know if jus­
tice had been done? Or did 
they consider that justice had 
been done, regardless of the 
results of the report? Did they 
not regard it as their responsi­
bility to disclose the truth? Or 
did authorities just decide that 
they knew best?
• Does the fact that the sys­
tem needed a decade to mete 
out justice to Vance Leon Pope 
make anyone uncomfortable? 
Does taking a decade mean the 
system works?
These and many more ques­
We must learn to be more 
curious. We must learn to 
think more critically. 
You don’t need a team of 
reporters and a big bank 
account to do it.
We must hold our justice 
system up to scrutiny, ask 
tough questions 
and demand answers.
tions should be put to the play­
ers in the criminal justice sys­
tem—not just about the Pope 
case, but about many, many 
cases. I am curious as to why 
none of these questions appar­
ently have been asked by any 
members of the media who 
might have seen the Pope rul­
ing or read the story about the 
court ruling. I make that 
assumption because the only 
story about the ruling does not 
reflect that any of these ques­
tions were asked.
We must learn to be more 
curious. We must learn to think 
more critically. You don’t need 
a team of reporters and a big 
bank account to do it. We must 
hold our justice system up to 
scrutiny, ask tough questions 
and demand answers. There 
may be good explanations, but 
until we ask the questions, we 
will never know.
And more importantly, if 
we don’t, our system will not 
change. ■
Maurice Possley has been a reporter since 1972 and is an investigative criminal justice  reporter fo r  the Chicago 
Tribune. Twice a fina list fo r  the Pulitzer Price, Possley is also the author o f  two books, “Everybody Pays: Two Men, 
One Murder and the Price o f  Truth ” and “The Brown s Chicken Massacre.” In the fa l l  o f 2003, he was the T. Anthony 
Pollner Distinguished Professor o f  Journalism at the University o f  Montana.
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O u r  l^cirtina
When editing photos for a picture story, sometimes one picture will stand out from the rest but won’t 
make it into the story. This time it was Keith Graham’s 
photo “Waiting for Wyatt.” I couldn’t get it out of my 
mind, and it killed me to think I had to edit it from the 
story. It embodied a sense of nostalgia for us at MJR. The 
silver, the content and the composition said to us that it 
needed to stand alone. This is why we chose it for the 
final edit.
Graham, UM associate professor of photojournal­
ism, spent a morning with Wyatt Donald chasing one 
cow that had gotten away from the herd. Donald had sad­
dled and mounted Frosty, his roping horse, then noticed 
a log in the water. Frosty waited as he removed the log.
-Garrett Cheen, photo editor
University of Montand 
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